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April 1921 - Leader
On 1st July 1916 at Double Crassieurs, France, Major Rees, whilst 
on flying duties, sighted what he thought was a bombing party of our 
machines returning home, but were in fact enemy aircraft. Major 
Rees was attacked by one of them, but after a short encounter it 
disappeared, damaged. The others then attacked him at long range, 
but he dispersed them, seriously damaging two of the machines. He 
chased two others but was wounded in the thigh, temporarily losing 
control of his aircraft. He righted it and closed with the enemy, using 
up all his ammunition, firing at very close range. He then returned 
home, landing his aircraft safely.
 
Medical examination showed that Rees had been fortunate in not 
having a leg artery severed, and he spent several weeks in hospital, 
and ended up with a slight but permanent limp. On 5th August 1916, 
came the news of his Victoria Cross award, which he received from 
King George V on 14th December 1916. When fit again for duty, he 
was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 1st May 1917 and travelled 
to the USA as part of Harold Balfour’s Mission entourage. On his 
return, he was given command of No 1 School of Aerial Fighting, 
Turnberry, Ayrshire. He remained at Turnberry for the rest of the 
war, and was awarded the Air Force Cross on 2nd November 1918, 
and decorated with an OBE.

In 1919, he was granted a permanent commission as a Wing 
Commander. On 15th January 1920 he was given the Freedom of 
Caernarfon, and presented with an ornate Sword of Honour. In 
1923-1924, he became Assistant Commandant to the newly created 
RAF College, Cranwell; and in 1925 he commenced a two years’ 
stint in the Directorate of Training, at the Air Ministry, and appointed 
ADC to King George V. In April 1926, he was posted to the Middle 
East as Group Captain, in command. He later commanded the RAF 
Depot at Uxbridge.
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