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The Chief of the Air Staff on his arrival at the College is greeted by the Commandant, 
Air Commodore E. D. McK. Nelson, C.B. 



College 
Notes 

We congratulate the Chief of the Air Staff, Marshal of the 
Royal Air Force Sir Thomas G. Pike, G.C.B., C.B.E., D.F.C., on 
his appointment to the rank of Marshal of the Royal Air Force. 
The Chief of the Air Staff visited the College on 20th March. 

-- 

It was in December 1960 that the Air Council made the de- 
cision to train Technical cadets alongside their contemporaries 
from the General Duties, Equipment and Secretarial Branches. To 
most people at Cranwell there has been little outward sign of the 
preparations to bring the two Colleges together, but to some at 
Air Ministry, Henlow and Cranwell the merger has meant consider- 
able extra work, a series of conferences up and down the country 
and at times an inevitable surrendering of cherished notions by 
one side or another. In short, the task of merging the two 
Colleges, which are nothing like as similar as one might expect, has 
proved to be complicated. 

The original aim of the merger was to permit the Service's future 
permanent officers to spend three years together at a time when 
they should be acquiring a foundation for their careers which 
would give them the widest possible appreciation and understand- 
ing of all the various facets of the Royal Air Force. This aim was 
later broadened to include not only cadets but Technical Officer 
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Students. Thus Cran well will be taking a step nearer the University 
concept whereby work at both undergraduate and post-graduate 
level will be undertaken and in which the educational opportunities 
for all cadets will be substantially improved. In addition there 
will be considerable economies in high grade equipment, staff and 
running costs. 

In September 1961, an Air Ministry Committee was formed under 
the chairmanship of Air Marshal J. D. Baker-Carr. The 
committee concluded its deliberations in February 1962, and its 
recommendations for the future organisation of Cranwell and 
the necessary building programmes are now awaiting final ratifi- 
cation by the Air Council. 

In the next issue of The Journal there will be much more to tell, 
but for the moment all that can be said is that Cranwell will see 
many material changes within the next three years. Buildings already _....__.,,_ 
in the advanced planning stage include a large instructional 

Part of the new Instructional Block 
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St. Michael and All Angels' Church. This view of the new Church was taken two weeks before the Dedication 
on 1st June. This event will be reported in the next issue. 

block, a student officers' mess, an aero-thermodynamic laboratory, 
the conversion of the M.T.S.S. hangar into an Aircraft Hall 
and the conversion of the Cadets' Instructional Workshops for 
improved workshop facilities and laboratory development flight. The 
first 72 of a total of I 54 officers' married quarters are already 
showing above ground. 

When shall we see Technical cadets at Cranwell? Provided the 
building programme runs to schedule we shall be able to welcome the 
first term cadets in September 1964 and the remaining cadets and 
student officers in September 1965. 

~~ 
Visiting preachers last term were : 

On 4th February The Reverend G. H. Church, Assistant Chaplain- 
in-Chief, Flying Training Command. 
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This view of the interior of the new Church ,vas taken in March. 

On 25th March, The Reverend T. Ryder, M.A., Resident Chaplain, 
St. Clement Dane's Church. 

On lst April, The Right Reverend A. M. Gelsthorpe, D.S.O., 
D.D., Assistant Bishop of Southwell. 

On 14th January, the Queen's Colour was handed over by 
' C ' Squadron to ' A ' Squadron who were Sovereign's Squadron 
for the Spring Term. The Colour was paraded on 4th February 
at the Founder's Day Church Parade, on 1st April at the Church 
Parade commemorating the birthday of the Royal Air Force, and 
on 7th April at the Commandant's Parade. 

In the competitions to decide the Sovereign's Squadron ' D ' 
Squadron won the Chimay Cup, but ' C ' Squadron won the 
Knocker Cup and the Ferris Drill Trophy, and are Sovereign's 
Squadron for the Summer Term. 

The College gained considerable success in the sports matches 
played on 17th February against the Technical cadets at Henlow, 
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winning the Basketball, Cross-Country, Soccer and Squash matches 
by handsome margins. The Britannia Royal Naval College was 
defeated at Cranwell on 3rd March at Basketball, Fencing and 
Squash. The victory over the Naval cadets at Soccer was narrow 
but notable ; the pitch, covered by three inches of snow overnight, 
was cleared on the morning by the concerted, part-time, unpaid 
labours of all the cadets not engaged elsewhere. Because of the 
snow, the hockey match was postponed until 18th March and 
transferred to Dartmouth where Cranwell were defeated by the 
only goal. A new hazard, German measles at Sandhurst, caused 
the cancellation of all the College fixtures with the Royal Military 
Academy. 

At the beginning of the Summer Term there were 286 flight 
cadets on roll at the College. They comprise 237 pilots, 29 navi- 
gators, and there are 14 Equipment and five Secretarial cadets and 
one R.A.F. Regiment cadet. M. A. Rizvi and I. A. Naqvi arrived 
at the College from Pakistan in February and joined ' A ' and ' D ' 
Squadrons respectively of No. 86 Entry. 

Flight cadets again made a number of visits last term, especially 
in furthering their specialised studies. From 12th to 15th February 
four Equipment flight cadets made daily visits to R.A.F. Wadd- 
ington to study the operation of a Supply Squadron supporting 

The last Vampire T.11 was despatched to Royal Air Force Swinderby on 14th March. 



V-bombers. A month later the same quartet travelled to the London 
Docks, where they studied the loading of cargo ships and passenger 
trooping by sea. The next day the cadets travelled to Gatwick 
Airport, where they visited the R.A.F. Movements Organisation 
and witnessed the processing of Service passengers by charter 
aircraft. The detachment ended with a visit to Hendon where 
the cadets watched automatic data provisioning, and learned 
about the activities of the Joint Air Services Trooping Centre. 

On 21st February, four 'B' Stream cadets of No. 84 Entry 
visited the Royal Air Force Technical College, Henlow, to carry 
out a programme of testing in the low-speed wind tunnel. On 
22nd March, eight ' B ' Stream senior flight cadets visited the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment, Bedford. 

Cadet visits in the Easter vacation followed the established 
pattern but there were notable variations. On 9th April Nos. 81 and 
82 Entries flew to the United States where in ten hectic days they 
visited the Military Academy West Point, the Headquarters of 
Strategic Air Command at Offutt Air Base Nebraska, the Head- 
quarters North American Air Defence Command, Air Force 
Academy Colorado Springs, and the United Nations Headquarters 
in New York. No. 83 Entry split up into three parties which 
gained first-hand experience of the Navy in visits to the Mediterranean 
Fleet at Malta, to the Home Fleet at Portsmouth, and to the Joint 
Anti-Submarine School at Londonderry. No. 84 Entry, subdivided 
into seven groups, travelled to Germany where they were the 
guests of several regiments of B.A.O.R. On 15th April No. 85 Entry 
broke new ground in establishing their parachute tents for their 
Leadership Camp near the summit of Mount Olympus in Cyprus. 
Cadets of the junior entry, No. 86, merely dispersed to their homes, 
with well concealed reluctance and without envy ; their turn will 
come. 

Three small groups of cadets visited the R.A.F. Stations at 
Khormaksar, Wattisharn and St. Mawgan. Apart from Service 
visits the Co1lege Outdoor Activities Group organised a varied 
programme. 17 flight cadets participated in a Gliding Camp held at 
Cranwe11, 21 indulged in ocean sailing, ten travelled to Aviemore ~- 
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Last term the Belvoir Hunt met at the College. 
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to ski, and six entered for the Devizes-Westrninster canoe race. Four 
cadets travelled along and filmed one of the wartime routes used by 
British airmen escaping from captivity through France and Spain. 
Reports and commentaries on some of these visits appear elsewhere 
in The Journal. 

For the second successive year, Cranwell Little Theatre won the 
Kesteven One-Act PJay Festival when they presented the play "The 
Ass and the Philosophers" in Sleaford on 31st March. The Little 
Theatre went on to win the Divisional Final of the British Drama 
League Festival in Nottingham on 12th May, thereby qualifying for 
the Northern Area Final held in Middlesbrough on 2nd June. 

The Little Theatre gained a further success in the first Kesteven 
Full-Length Play Competition. Their production of Tennessee 
Williams' " Suddenly Last Summer " in the Astra Cinema on 
1st March was highly commended. 

Visitors to the College last term included : 
On 15th January, Wing Commander C. B. Wynn-Parry, M.B.E., 

M.A., D.M., B.Ch., M.R.C.P., D.Phys.Med., who lectured on 
" Fitness for Sport." 

On 2nd February, Wing Commander D. G. Roberts, M.B.E., M.M., 
Chief Instructor of the R.A.F. Regiment Depot, and students of 
No. R.11 Senior Officers Course at Catterick. 

On 5th February, Mr Colin Jackson who lectured on "Africa 
Today." 

From 23rd to 25th January, four cadets from the United States 
Air Force Academy, to study relations between senior and junior 
Cranwell cadets. 

On 20th February, Group Captain G. B. Walford, O.B.E., Assistant 
Commandant, R.A.F. Staff College, Andover, with members of the 
directing staff and Staff College students. 

From 28th February to 3rd March, Lieutenant-Colonel Bjorn 
Johansen, Officer Commanding, Royal Norwegian Air College. 

On 5th March, Mr G. T. Smith, Aero Sales Manager of Bristol 
Siddeley Engines Ltd., who lectured upon "V.T.O.L. Aircraft and 
Engine Requirements," and was assisted by MrT. P. Frost, Chief Test 
Pilot, and Mr J. M. Porter. 

Page 118 



L' Ecole de l' Air beat the College at Rugby. 

On 12th March, Air Commodore P. E. Warcup, C.B.E., Assistant 
Commandant of the R.A.F. Staff College, Bracknell, with members of 
the directing staff and Staff College students. 

On 15th March, the Headmasters of King's School Pontefract, 
Bournemouth School, Truro School, Hove College, Colchester 
Royal Grammar School, St. Clement Danes, King's School Gran- 

_, tham, King's Schooi Peterborough, Reigate Grammar School, 
Cranbrook, Exeter School, Rishworth School Ripponden, Kendal 
Grammar School, King's College School Wimbledon and St. Hugh's 
School Woodhall Spa, and the Second Master of Alleyn's School and 
the C.C.F. Master of the Perse School. 

From 22nd to 24th March, General G. Gauthier, D.F.C., Com- 
mandant, with cadets of L'Ecole de l'Air, Salon, Provence. 
The highlights of this traditional visit were as usual the Fencing and 
Rugby matches, both of which were won by the French cadets. 
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On 22nd March, The B.B.C. Northern Orchestra, conductor 
George Hurst, with guest soloist Alfredo Campoli, who gave a broad- 
cast concert. 

On 26th March, Air Commodore J. E. Allen-Jones, O.B.E., M.A., 
Director of Legal Services, who lectured on " The Legal Services 
and Service Law." 

On 4th April, General J. Kammhuber, Inspector of the Federal 
German Air Force. General Kammhuber, who was accompanied by 
Air Commodore J. N. Tomes, C.B.E., H.M. Air Attache, Bonn, and 
Colonel F. F. von Schroetter, German Air Attache, London, was 
welcomed by Air Marshal Sir Augustus Walker, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O., D.F.C., A.F.C., M.A., Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, 
Flying Training Command. 

The following members of 81 Entry 
Officer with effect from 1st May : 

' A ' Squadron 
' B ' Squadron 
' C ' Squadron 
' D ' Squadron 

were promoted to Under 

M. S. Herring 
J. G. Lumsden 
R. M. Annett 
P. V. Pile 

_, 

Dvorak's ' Carnival ' Overture, with its Slavonic gaiety and 
brilliance, is an excellent curtain-raiser. George Hurst and the 
B.B.C. Northern Orchestra chose this valiant old war-horse to open 
their broadcast concert at the Royal Air Force College on Thursday, 
22nd March. Tremendous panache and a tender warmth in the 
quieter passages gave their performance a welcome freshness and 
avoided the contempt that, as we are so often reminded, is bred of 
familiarity. 

The unashamed romanticism of Max Bruch's first Violin Concerto 
is quite capable of disarming criticism, provided the performers 
do not allow any concessions to its somewhat luscious texture ! 
Campoli, whose interpretation has been admired for many years, 
kept a tight grip on the rhythm and injected vigour into the form 
where it is most needed. The poetry of his playing was evident in 
Bruch's lyrical melodies, and in the cadenzas his technical virtu- 
osity nowhere overshadowed musical considerations of thematic 
allusion. !,. 
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Brahms' Variations on the St. Anthony Chorale ended the first- 
and broadcast-part of the concert. Avoidance of excessive senti- 
ment in the Bruch left a hangover in the Brahms work. Here there 
seemed to be a restraint in allowing Brahms' admittedly reluctant, 
emotional gestures to make their effect. This was particularly 
noticeable in the Grazioso variation. Marked ' Allegretto ', this 
movement was taken more at an ' Allegro ' pace. In the less ro- 
mantic passages, especially the final grave Passacaglia, the style was 
ideal. 

Stravinsky's ballet music' Petrouchka' formed the second part 
of the programme. The deliberately scrappy first section, depicting 
the various, and sometimes nefarious, festivities in a busy market 
square at the time of the Easter fair, is a conductor's headache. 
The constantly changing ideas must be welded into a convincing 
whole. There was no doubt about George Hurst's intention of doing 
this. It was a delight to observe the subtlety of his gestures as he 
achieved this integration from the disparate fragments of Stravinsky's 
score. The remainder of the work was equally successful and in the 
last section we were made fully aware of the high standard of brass 
and woodwind playing in our northern orchestras-a certain out- 
come of our strong wind-band tradition. So good was their play- 
ing that, at times, the higher strings seemed to be suffering from 
an inferiority complex. Admittedly, Stravinsky rarely produces a · 
sustained melody, but there are moments when a richer string tone 
is needed to develop a melodic fragment. 

The audience received this performance with great enthusiasm, 
and as an additional item the orchestra gave a quite delightful 
performance of Mendelssohn's Scherzo from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. Only the numbing chill of the atmosphere-to which the 
conductor alluded-detracted from the pleasure of this memorable 
evenmg. 

Royal Air Force Cranwell Sports Teams have been tremendously 
successful during the past season. The Station Soccer XI, captained 
by Flight Lieutenant L. Meadows, has been outstanding. During 
the Spring the team became champions of the Lincolnshire Services 
League, winning every match except the last. The First XI entered the 
Grantham League for the first time, and won the Division TI 
championship and promotion to Division I. On 4th May, the Soccer 
XI won the Grantham League Culverthorpe Challenge Cup beating 
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Corby Glen 1-0 in the final. The team's greatest achievement how- 
ever was to win the R.A.F. Inter-Station Senior Cup, by defeating 
Royal Air Force Finningley by 3-2 after extra time at Royal Air 
Force Uxbridge on 25th April. The last time Cranwell won the 
Senior Cup was in 1937. Now the station has had its fifth success, 
and, like Aston Villa with the F.A. Cup, has won the trophy more 
times than any other club. 

The Station Soccer XI concluded their successful season with 
their first tour overseas ; in May the side drew matches with R.A.F. 
Laarbruch and with the Dutch Third Division Side, Nijmegen. 

It will be recalled that the Station Cricket XI won the R.A.F. 
Cricket Cup in the summer of 1961. R.A.F. Cranwell is the first 
station to complete the Soccer and Cricket " double." Two 
officers, Flight Lieutenant L. Meadows and Flight Lieutenant W. 
Kirk, and three airmen, Junior Technician K. Ellis, S.A.C. C. A. 
Andrews and S.A.C. M. Burnell were regular members of both teams. 

Station players have excelled in other sports. R.A.F. Cranwell 
has, in all, won four Royal Air Force Inter-Station Cups. The 
Badminton team won the R.A.F. Cup by defeating Royal Air Force 
Yatesbury at Stanmore Park on 9th March, and the Squash team 
won the R.A.F. 'B' cup at Bracknell three weeks later. 

The ability of individual players was widely recognised by 
their selection for representative matches. Those selected to play 
for Royal Air Force teams include Flight Lieutenant J. N. Gearing 
(Badminton), Sergeant R. Hextall, Corporal W. H. Dunne and 
S.A.C. K. Hough (Basketball), Sergeant A. Williams (Fencing), and 
Corporal R. A. Davey (Soccer). Corporal Dunne also played for the 
Combined Services against the Amateur Basketball Association. 
Cranwell sportsmen who represented Flying Training Command 
include Squadron Leader A. D.R. Dawes (Squash), Flight Sergeant 
T. R. W. Taylor (Hockey), S.A.C. J. Simpson (Badminton) and 
S.A.C. C. A. Andrews (Soccer). 

The Commandant wishes to thank most sincerely the members of 
No. 80 Entry for their presentation to the Co11ege of a splendid 
letter rack in light oak. 

The photograph 011 page 117 is by Senior Flight Cadet D. J. Sawyer ; the frontispiece and other 
photographs in College Notes were taken by members of the Station Photographic Section 

Page 122 



OLD CRANWELLIAN NOTES 
APOLOGY 

We apologise to Air Commodore W. I. C. 
Inness, C.B., O.B.E., for the error in our 
reference to his appointment to C.B. in 
the last issue of The Journal. 

DEATH 
We regret to record the death on 3rd 

April of Mr H. W. Acomb. A Cambridge 
&radu_ate, ~enry Waldo Acomb began his 
librarianship career in his old university. 
From 1929 he was successively librarian of 
the National Liberal Club's Gladstone 
Library, librarian of the University of 
Durham, and, after war service with the 
Army Educational Corps, Librarian and 
Administrative Officer at the British lnsti- 
tu_te, Madrid. In 1949 he came to the Royal 
Air Force College, where he was librarian 
for a year. 

NEWS OF OLD CRANWELLIANS 
Group Captain E. E. Vielle, 0.B.E., 

A.F.R.Ae.S., R.A.F. (Retd.), writing under 
the pen name of Donald Gordon, has 

written a_ novel called "Star-Raker," which 
was published by Hodder and Stouzhton on 
5th April. "Star-Raker," which is "'about a 
supersonic airliner, has been selected for 
condensation by Readers' Digest, and is also 
being published in (so far) nine other 
countries, in eight other languages. 

Group Captain C. V. D. Willis, D.S.O., 
O.B.E., D.F.C., who joined the Royal Air 
Force as an aircraft apprentice in 1933 and 
in 1936 was awarded a cadetship t~ the 
Royal Air Force College, has recently been 
appointed Commandant of the Royal Air 
Force Staff College at Andover with the 
acting rank of Air Commodore. 

MORE NEWS OF OLD 
CRANWELLIANS 

More news of Old Cranwellians is urgently 
needed. Please write to the Old Cranwellian 
Editor, Mr John Tanner, Royal Air Force 
College, Cranwell, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, 
and tell him anything that may be of interest 
to us or your contemporaries. 

A view of the improved interior of the P.M. U. B. Church. 
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North America 1962 
"We don't know whether to pray to it, at it, or for it " 

One clear May morning the College 
Technical Officer waved goodbye to 9000 
gallons of A VTUR, as Britannia ' Rigel' of 
No. 99 Squadron, Transport Command, to- 
gether with the Commandant, 11 other 
officers and 95 flight cadets of the Senior 
and No. 82 Entry, left the College on the 
first stage of this year's visit to America. 
With headwinds of over 100 knots, a re- 
fuelling stop was necessary at Ernest Harmon 
Air Force Base in Newfoundland, and it 
was 1700 hours local time when the aircraft 
landed at Washington, D.C. 

During the first morning of the two and a 
half day stay in the capital, the visitors were 
welcomed by Lord Hood, on behalf of the 
British Ambassador, and by Air Vice Mar- 
shalR. H.E. Emson, C.B., C.B.E., A.F.C.,the 
Air Attache and Commander of the Royal Air 
Force Staff in Washington. Then officers and 
cadetssplitupandwerehosted by members of 
the R.A.F. staff. Everybody received excep- 
tional hospitality at the hands of these gentle- 
men and their families. TheA.V.M.'s daughter 

organised a party for twenty members of 
the Senior Entry and her host force, which 
set the seal on the remainder of the Wash- 
ington visit. Previously that evening, some 
of the visitors had already been entertained 
by the Chairman of the British Defence 
Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir George Mills, 
K.C.B., D.F.C., A.D.C., and Lady Mills. 
Sir George is surely one of the longest-serving 
Air Force officers in the world since he is the 
only remaining member of the first Cranwell 
entry still in the Royal Air Force. 

To many cadets, the most memorable 
part of the Washington visit, after seeing 
'Friendship 7 ', the Glenn capsule in the 
Smithsonian Institute, was the sight of the 
President, the Shah of Persia, ' Jackie,' and 
Queen Farah Dibah, riding in a state pro- 
cession through the centre of the city com- 
plete with their escort of thirty police motor 
cyclists, honking horns, sounding sirens, 
agitating arms and whistling whistles. At 
the same time, to add to the splendour of the 
occasion, two of the escorting cars were 
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( filled with F.B.l. men armed with Sten guns 
held at the ready. 

Thus there were many reasons why the 
journey to Offutt Air Base Force, Nebraska, 
was quieter than usual. The capital had 
basked in warm sunshine while we had been 
there, every park was a mass of cherry 
trees which had chosen that week to blossom. 
Many unforgettable friendships had been 
made and many cadets felt that the ' here 
today and gone tomorrow ' philosophy did 
not leave enough time. The four-hour 
journey to the Headquarters of Strategic 
Air Command at Offutt Air Force Base was 
mostly taken up in trying to eat the generous 
U.S.A.F. in-flight meal packages. Everybody 
was dozing quite happily by the time Offutt 
was reached and the first thing there on the 
agenda was a vast three-course lunch with 
yet another chicken between three to con- 
sume. Staggering away from this epic of 
gastronomical injustice, the visitors went 
underground to see the centre of Strategic 
Air Command. 

Two hours later, the visibly shaken party 
emerged from this abyss into the bright 
Nebraskan sunshine having seen the heart 
of the most powerful force ever created by 
man. An impression of incredible efficiency 
and organisation - nothing left to chance, 
everybody doing their job calmly and con- 
fidently. 

After the group had had a quick look at a 
KC135 Strato-tanker Squadron, 'Rigel' left 
Offutt on the last leg of the journey to 
Colorado Springs - the home of the United 
States Air Force Academy - and arrived 
during a perfect sunset to be met by the 
strains of the ' Lincolnshire Poacher,' ren- 
dered in swing time by an Air Force band. 

Thus began a weekend of perfection : 
perfect summer weather ensuring everyone 
became suntanned within a couple of days ; 
an assortment of very fast cars ranging from 
M.G.s through Jaguars to endless Corvettes 
were responsible for showing most of Colo- 
rado and the Rockies to everybody ; a 
gigantic ' blind date' with 200 participants 

" South Brick Lines, eh?" 

-- 
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" It'll never fly, I tell you " 

which allowed everyone to be on equal terms 
with the 'locals' from the very beginning; 
several Colorado steers being killed to 
enable each cadet to have a T-bone steak so 
large that another plate was necessary for 
the vegetables. To add to this, Cranwell 
players avenged their defeats of last year in 
the sports fixtures by winning the rugby 
and drawing the soccer, much to the surprise 
of themselves and their opponents. 

Before the party left Colorado we paid a 
short visit to the North American Air 
Defence Command Headquarters where we 
were briefed by the joint Royal Canadian 
Air Force and United States Air Force 
staff. Once more, organisation and efficiency 
were conspicuous. Thus the eastward journey 
began in earnest as the Britannia, almost 
reluctantly, staggered from the 7000ft. high 

-but obviously short - runway at Peterson 
Air Force Base on one of the hottest days 
of the year and headed towards Stewart Air 
Force Base, West Point and New York. 

The United States Military Academy at 
West Point is only about sixty miles away 
from New York but as far as its inhabitants 
are concerned it might be on the Moon. An 
inordinately severe type of discipline keeps 
the cadets there almost without a break 
for four years. Very little professional train- 
ing is taught, the cadets seemingly spending 
a lot of time making up for their previous 
lack of education. An interesting feature at 
this academy is the high rate of marriage 
upon graduation. Of the four hundred or so 
cadets passing out in July this year, one 
hundred and eighty will be married on their 
graduation day. 
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( 

Per Ardua Ab Astris 

I 
I 

: 

Has your psycho-analyst played the word 
association game with you ? You know. 
He says a word, for instance "Black," and 
you say " White " if you are a whisky man, 
or you reply " Tan " if you are happier with 
hops. What you associate with the word 
that sounds like " Marks " might be 
" Spencer " if you like your scanty under- 
wear to be sanctioned by St. Michael, or 
" Das Kapital " if you are an economist or 
something even shadier, or :" Lourenco " if 
you are a disgruntled geographer just back 
from counting the mosquitoes in Mozam- 
bique. Whatever your answer, it is significant. 
It enables the psycho-analyst to analyse the 
psycho. Sir Percy Chambers, my Harley 
Street man, is an absolute wizard at this sort 
of thing. Personally, I don't understand how 
it all works. Of course, I can see that you 
really are twisted, man, if the word "scin- 
tillate " reminds you of protracted orgies, 
or if you associate " gladiator " with a 
contented cannibal. But if the word you 
associate with " strikers " is something 
unprintable, heard only in a rugby scrum, 
then you could equally be a flight cadet or a 
car manufacturer. 

" Potty " Chambers of course soon sized 
me up pretty well and was looking forward 
to a fat cheque from my old man. But I 
foxed him last week. When he said " Knit," 
I replied " Wit," but it wasn't. When he 
tried out his French and said " Sec " I said 
" Oh, I didn't know the word could be used 
in the singular." He made sense of all my 
other replies until the last. He said " Bliz- 
zard " and quick as a flash, I said " R.A.F. 
Regiment." 

........ Looking back I can see that 
the connection between these two words 
may not be too obvious to the uninitiated. 
But, as I explained to Sir Percy, the link 
became clear to me within a few weeks of 
joining the Royal Air Force. All my sub- 
sequent investigations corroborated my first 
conclusion. There was an undoubted con- 
nection between the R.A.F. Regiment and 
bad weather. If there was an exercise with 
the Regiment chaps in charge then it didn't 
matter how glorious the weather had been 

on the previous day, it was irrelevant that 
the Met. men forecast a scorcher, the fellows 
out on the heath were greeted by storms, 
cloudbursts and gales. Look what happened 
to 84 Entry during their Leadership camp 
in the Cairngorms - bitter chill and 
torrential, uninterrupted rain, and in summer 
mark you. 85 Entry positively cackled with 
glee when they heard that their camp was to 
be held in Cyprus. Poor fools ! They did 
not realise that the Regiment has a mastery 
over the weather which is no petty local 
affair confined to the Highlands. All through 
the winter the Regiment chaps made their 
plans - top secret conferences with Jupiter, 
Boreas and all the lesser weather gods. The 
result was very satisfactory. 85 Entry were 
greeted on arrival at Mount Olympus by a 
blizzard, bang on schedule. After that they 
scarcely knew what hit them - fog, mist, ice, 
blinding rain and, as a special treat, a storm 
of hail as big as golf-balls which proved 
hazardous to life and limb, especially to 
squatters in the open. Only the most carping 
of the officers inquired when the Regiment 
wallahs planned to divert the mistral and 
the sirocco and other unpleasant winds over 
the camp. 

Further investigation has however shown 
me that the R.A.F. Regiment chaps are not 
masters merely of bad weather. Put them 
in charge of the arrangements for a parade, 
and fine weather on the day is a certainty. 
When was the last big parade at the College 
cancelled or held in the hangar ? Of course, 
we have wet weather rehearsals, but this is 
the Regiment's little joke. They don't boast 
of their weather mastery. But fine weather 
for parades doesn't mean pleasant weather ; 
it merely means not unduly wet. The Regi- 
ment doesn't set out to make parades con- 
genial ; it merely ensures that they take 
place. So cadets have marched on to the 
square when it was ankle-deep in snow, 
when the fog thickened and the mist swirled, 
when the wind whistled and the chill ate into 
the marrow. Not for nothing is the Regiment 
motto Per Ardua, but I don't see why so 
many of the hardships have to be invoked 
as it were Ab astris, from the heavens. 
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My recent surveys have produced further 
startling conclusions. It is now clear that not 
one but several officer branches of the R.A.F. 
have some control over the weather. The 
Educators are nearly as bad as the Regiment 
but, typically, their use of their control of 
the elements is cunningly insidious. They 
are not harbingers of hurricanes but of the 
halcyon days of summer. But they produce 
the fine weather at the wrong time. How 
often have I sat in an examination room, 
trying to gloss over the short-comings of 
my mis-spent past, when outside the sun has 
shone with distracting brilliance. My aunt 
Ethel is convinced that the Educators fix 
the barometer at " Fair and Sunny " for 
exams just to torture us the more, and she 
always asks me when my exams are before 
she books her holidays at Bognor. 

The Physical Fitness fanatics also con- 
spire with the weather gods to make life 
difficult for us, but they lack depth of ex- 
perience. On sports afternoons, they com- 
mune only with Aeolus and one or two 
others, and so al1 they produce is a lot of 
wind. The real fiends in the weather game 

are the Dentists. Their mastery is only local 
and temporary but devilish. They merely 
ensure that the immediate vicinity of their 
grisly grottoes is shrouded in bleakness and 
gloom. When last I set out for the dentist's 
the sun shone with irritating exuberance 
(someone nearby was having exams). But 
near the surgery the air grew chill, the wind 
began howling and my destination loomed 
ahead murky and forbidding. An hour 
later, J left the dank gloom ; within 100 
yards the rain had stopped, the air cleared 
and I rejoiced amid the sunshine that the 
next appointment was not for another ten 
days. 

Many changes will doubtless occur when 
I publish my investigations in full. Air 
Marshals, bent on efficiency will be putting 
the weather talents of its officer branches 
to good use. Meanwhile I'm waiting for 
them to put my preliminary recommend- 
ations into practice. It should be quite 
simple. I want the Educators put on duty in 
the Met. office at week-ends,and the Dentist's 
surgery moved to the middle of the Parade 
Ground. 

_, 

A Ceremonial Church Parade will be held on Sunday . 
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The problem of landing an aircraft has 
always been one of the trickiest that the 
pilot has to tackle. He is required to control 
his aircraft in three planes, those of pitch, 
yaw and roll, and successfully touch down 
at a predetermined spot on the runway. 
This is usually relatively easy to judge in 
good visibility, but when the weather clamps 
down, or when a night landing is attempted, 
the situation changes. 

The high intensity Calvert line and cross- 
bar approach lighting system is already 
well known. Here guidance needed for roll 
and azimuth correction is extended by means 
of lights well beyond the end of the runway. 
The line of lights extending along the runway 
direction gives azimuth guidance and the 
cross-bars give roll guidance in the absence 
of a natural horizon. The vertical guidance, 
however, cannot be supplied using this 
system alone. Ample evidence of this is 

supplied by the fact that over half the acci- 
dents (costing £35m) involving the big jet 
airliners in their first three years of com- 
mercial service occurred during the approach 
or landing. 

Various tests were made at the National 
Aviation Facilities Experimental Centre, in 
the United States, using different types of 
approach system giving this vertical glide 
angle information. Many experienced pilots 
were requested to use the systems and judge 
the most meritorious. The aircraft used in 
these tests varied from the Piper Tri-Pacer 
to the Boeing 707. Soon it was found that 
only two systems, the Cumming-Lane 
Australian system and the RAE-Thorn system 
were giving the information as efficiently 
as was required. The Cumming-Lane system 
consists of a bar of lights across the runway 
and a bar of lights on each side of the ap- 
proach, those on the runway being amber 
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and at ground level, and those on the ap- 
proach being white and raised, so that by 
aligning the white and amber lights a correct 
glide-path can be achieved. This system falls 
down however as soon as the white lights 
are reached on the approach, for after this 
there is a period when the pilot is in the 
' black hole ' where he can lose his sense of 
height even when being talked down, es- 
pecially over desert or seashore. The system 
that was finally approved as a U.S. national 
standard was the ' Thornray ' system. The 
pilot sees this system as two bars of light 
straddling the runway. If he is too high, both 
rows are white, if he is too low both are red, 
if he is on an ideal approach the far row will 
be red and the near row white, and he will be 
descending an " escalator " 25 feet deep. 
In daytime the lights can be picked up from 
four to six miles away, and at night from 

15 miles. The bars of light are each six box- 
like lanterns and are 500 yards apart. 

The lanterns consist of three lamps apiece, 
side by side, the upper half of which are 
covered by red filters focussed on a slit in 
the box, in the same way as a pin-hole 
camera, the beams are reversed through the 
slit and projected, fan out to an angle of 
30 ° and to a depth of 8 °. Because of the slit, 
the transition seen by the pilot from red to 
white is gradual, and he has time to anticipate 
the next move. 

This system is in use at Wattisham where 
a press demonstration of the system was 
given. ' Lightning ' pilots agreed it was a 
very useful aid to night landings. If student 
pilots at Cranwell ever look out of their 
cockpits on finals, they might see the system 
which is installed here. 

"Tell me, Dahling, do they play cricket here too ? " 
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Saunders Roe S.R.N. 2 

The British Hovercraft industry is the most advanced in the world today, and for one very 
good reason. In I 959 the Government foresaw the commercial and military potential of the 
Hovercraft and formed a company known as Hovercraft Development Limited, the 
primary purpose of H.D.L. being to co-ordinate the development of British Hovercraft. There 
is certain basic information that is made available to all aspiring Hovercraft manufacturers, 
and, if necessary, there is also limited financial backing for projects. 

Christopher Cockerell's dream of an air-riding vehicle materialised in the form of S.R.N.1., 
built under contract by the Saunders-Roe Division of Westland Aircraft, Ltd. This was the 
first of the British Hovercraft and since the day S.R.N.1. made her maiden hover Saunders-Roe 
have been busily occupied with the problem of how best to employ this fascinating and novel 
concept in transport. Elaborate testing facilities and detailed experiments are the basis of the 
Saunders-Roe design philosophy - from which S.R.N.2. has now emerged : the world's 
largest Hovercraft. The following table of data shows the relative merits of the three main 

_, air-riding vehicles in Britain today :- 

Type Saunders-Roe Vickers-Armstrong Britten-Norman 

S.R.N.2 V.A.3 C.C.2 

Length 64ft. 6ins. 52ft. 6ins. 27ft. Oins. 
Beam 29ft. 6ins. 25ft. Oins. 17ft. I in. 
A.U.W. 21 tons 8 tons I¼ tons 
Payload/No. Passengers 6.14 tons/66 2 tons/25 I¼ tons/JO 
Power 4x815 b.h.p. 4 X 425 S.h.p. 1 X 220 b.h.p. 
Hoverheight l-2.5ft. 8 ins. 1-2 ft. 
Speed 70-80 knots 60 knots 48 knots 
Range 200 miles 87 miles 500 miles 
Cushion Pressure 30 p.s.i. 20 p.s.i. 12 p.s.i. 
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These three versions of air cushion machines share the same advantages, due entirely to their 
fully amphibious capabilities. They are not limited by tidal waters, or shallow water ; nor are 
they useless on rivers that run dry for part of the year, and, being air lubricated, these craft 
enjoy smooth operation, even at their high cruising speeds. Immediately there spring to mind 
a number of possible uses for these Hovercraft - sheltered water ferries, transport along 
equatorial rivers, operation on tidal rivers where ships are limited to " high water" operation, 
and so the list goes on. l n fact, these are not wild dreams but considered possibilities. South- 
down - the south coast bus company - are debating the use of S.R.N.2. as a fast south coast 
ferry service. 

At the moment the Southdown buses running along the Sussex coast roads average 15 m.p.h. 
Holiday makers would probably be quite prepared to pay the extra fare to travel shorter routes 
at 80 knots, for this is what S.R.N.2. could achieve. By travelling a few hundred yards offshore 
the routes between seaside resorts would be more direct and a great deal faster. This is the 
immediate plan for S.R.N.2. From Southend to Bournemouth by Hovercraft is 200 miles, and 
at 80 knots the trip will take around the 2½ hour mark. The same journey, but along the most 
direct road route, is nearly 300 miles and at 15 m.p.h. it would be a 20 hour marathon on the 
part of the driver! Obviously this is a route chosen to suit the S.R.N.2. with its range of 200 n.m. 
But it does show very clearly that for certain services the Hovercraft is better than existing trans- 
port. The main problem arising from this particular proposal is whether the various seaside town 
councils will allow the Hovercraft beaching facilities. But such towns depend upon visiting 
holiday-makers for their livelihood, and it is possible that the better and easier transport by 
Hovercraft will encourage tourists. There can surely be no serious objections. 

Thinking back to the publicity-hunting Channel crossing by S.R.N. l there is food for thought 
in the fact that S.R.N.2 could cross from Dover to Calais in less than thirty minutes. Perhaps 
future developments - e.g. S.R.N.3, a 40 ton, 120 passenger version of S.R.N.2 - will be 
used in the cross-channel role. Before leaving the Saunders-Roe side of the story, it is interest- 
ing to note that S.R.N.2 makes the fullest possible use of flexible rubber side curtains to contain 
the air cushion. Also, S.R.N.2 - unlike S.R.N.l - uses a centrifugal (radial flow) impeller. 

Raging torrents of flood water and dried up river courses - equatorial rivers are both within 
the twelve month span of each year. Consider for a moment the problems that must face banana 
growers, for example. For part of the year they have river transport for their crops, but when 
the river dries up and slows to a trickle so does their river transport slow to a standstill. Alist 
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of other products affected in this way would include sugar, rum, coffee and diamonds. Such 
problems are the present headache of Messrs. Elders and Fyffes - but if negotiations with 
Britten-Norman, makers of C.C.2, go ahead successfully, then very soon bananas will travel 
by cushion craft. 

Although Britten-Norman is the smallest of the "big three" Hovercraft Companies it is 
the only company to have sold a Hovercraft. The Ministry of Aviation paid £25,000 for the 
first model of C.C.2 and this craft is now being used for commercial research at R.A.E. Bedford. 
It is also Britten-Norman's proud boast that they have at least one thousand enquiries about 
C.C.2. In fact, once the production line for C.C.2 starts rolling there will be a very ready market 
for these craft. 

Getting back to the more conventional use of Hovercraft - Vickers-Armstrong (South 
Marston) Limited, have recently completed the V.A.3. This craft carries 25 passengers and is 
intended for commercial evaluation over a west coast route. The V.A.3 goes into commercial 
operation this summer, but by mid-April (the time this article went to press) it had not hovered. 
However, Vickers-Armstrong had at least three months to test their craft. Even so, it is worth- 
while pointing out that Saunders-Roe have already been testing S.R.N.2 for more than three 
months and are still not prepared to put their craft into commercial use. Perhaps Saunders-Roe 
are too cautious, or maybe Vickers-Armstrong intend using the early commercial trips in 
V.A.3 to finish the testing programme. Bearing in mind that the Vickers-Armstrong craft has 
an operational hover height of only 8 ins. and a range of less than 90 miles, the V.A.3 will be 
very restricted in the routes it can travel. However these are merely design features and it is 
quite likely that in designing V.A.3, the Vickers-Armstrong team aimed at low operating costs, 
thereby sacrificing the performance slightly. 

A review of the British Hovercraft Industry would not be complete without some mention 
of the engines for Hovercraft. lt is impossible to make a sweeping statement about Hovercraft 
powerplants. What it is possible to do is to look at existing craft and consider their engines. 
The Britten-Norman C.C.2 uses a Rolls Royce L. V.8 engine - a perfectly standard motorcar 
engine - in a somewhat "hotted up" condition. On the other hand, both Saunders-Roe and 
Vickers-Armstrong have turned to Bristol-Siddeley for their powerplants. Gas turbines, (Nimbus 
for S.R.N.2 and Turmo for V.A.3), seem to be the order of the day. Despite their undeveloped 
state, these engines have such performances that when, during S.R.N.2's initial trials, one of 
the four Nimbus engines failed, the craft continued to operate entirely satisfactorily. In fact, 
S.R.N.2 went on to complete the test programme on three engines only. lt is obvious that no 
matter what demands are made by Hovercraft designers, Bristol-Siddeley are capable of pro- 
ducing the engines for the job. 

Hovercraft are a commercial proposition and have a military potential. Future developments 
will see even larger craft, of the 100 ton class, taking their place in the transport picture. With 
the armed forces already actively engaged on Hovercraft testing at Lee-on-Solent (H.M.S. 
Ariel, Inter-Services Hovercraft Trial Unit) it is safe to assume that the military potential of 
Hovercraft will soon be explored to the full. Perhaps there will be Air-Sea Rescue Hovercraft for 
the Royal Air Force. 

"' Photographs in this article are reproduced by permission of Saunders-Roe Division, Westland 
Aircraft Ltd., and Britten-Norman Ltd. 

THE JOURNAL 

The Royal Air Force College Journal is published three times a year, at the end of the Spring, Summer 
and Autumn terms. Contributions are invited of articles, poems, photographs and drawings. These need not be 
confined to Royal Air Force and flying topics, but should be of general rather than technical interest. They 
should be addressed to ' The Managing Editor of The Journal, Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, Sleaford, 
Lincolnshire.' Unsuitable material will be returned. The Managing Editor, Editor and Staff will be glad to 

advise intending contributors. 
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A STORY 
AT 

CLOSING 
TIME 

Our village is called Woldsby and it is in 
Lincolnshire. A lot of places in Lincolnshire 
have names which end in "by" : Wrawby, 
Bigby, Grasby, Bonby, Kettleby, Wickenby, 
Navenby, for example, as well as the well- 
known ones like Grimsby. 

There is not much to Woldsby. The main 
road goes through the village and all there is 
to it is what there is on each side of the road. 
If you come in from Rasen you pass the 
"Black Horse" (Hammond's Ales) first. 
This is right at one end of the village. A 
silly place for a pub, but as it sells better 
beer than the other one most of us go there. 
Then there are three cottages on the left- 
hand side. My niece Nora and her husband 
live in the middle one. Next comes the 
Church, St. John the Evangelist, with the 
Vicarage behind, and a sharp left turn. 
This brings you into the main part of the 
village with old white-washed cottages built 
nearly up to the roadway on one side and 
some old estate cottages, all dirty red brick 
and twiddly-bits on the chimneys and win- 
dows, on the other. At the end of the row of 
white-washed cottages is the " Earl of 
Yarborough " which stands back from the 
road, and the W.I. Hall, where they have 
Whist Drives and Bring and Buy sales and 
things. Then the road goes down a dip and 
there is a left-handed corner. Just at the 
bottom of this dip is Cyril Lidgett's shop, 
and the farm up a track which runs down by 
the side of the shop. Four old farm cottages 
stand back from the road once you get 
round this corner. And that's all there is to 
Woldsby. You couldn't say that Willey's 
farm a couple of hundred yards further, or 

the garage opposite (owned by Leemings of 
Doncaster, who bought it from Fred Turner) 
were a part of the village itself, though the 
Willeys have been here for donkey's years 
of course. 

They built the Camp here just before the 
war. There was opposition naturally. Old 
Ted Willey had to give up the idea of building 
a nice bungalow for his John for when he 
married Dorothy Chapman, because they 
took the bit of land he had his eye on for 
the C.O's house. Cyril Lidgett complained 
because his best beet field went to· be the 
sports ground. Cyril's father, Walter, was 
specially mad. He didn't mind losing good 
land for Spitfires and things but to see the 
best beet field go for these people to play 
football on once a week was more than he 
could bear. For one thing he reckoned they 
should have been working anyway, for 
another he said that if they were interested 
in football they ought to go and see a decent 
game. Grimsby Town weren't in the Third 
Division in those days. Old Walt took it 
really bad, worse than anybody. He passed 
away in his sleep before the war had even 
started. 

But we gradually got used to the idea. 
Cyril found it wasn't too bad because busi- 
ness in his little shop began to look up. 
Dick and Joyce at the " Black Horse " - 
they had it until 1950 when Jim Dowse 
took it - were pleased because they did 
better trade too. So did the " Earl of Yar- 
borough." Then some of the women man- 
aged to get work at the Camp : my niece 
worked in the kitchen of the Sergeants' 
Mess. Some of the men got jobs too. Pete 
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Addison did the gardens with two other 
chaps who biked in every day from Hab- 
rough. Jack Winterton, who'd had a bad 
back ever since a load of hay fell on him, 
worked as a batman, and his boy Barry 
managed to get work driving a lorry. 

The people who came to the Camp were 
decent enough. They kept a good bit to 
themselves of course. But Mrs. Lidgett saw 
most of them in the shop and she reckoned 
they was alright. Better at paying than some 
I could mention, she used to say. Some of 
the Camp chaps mucked in with us real well. 
Tn 1943 the" Black Horse" won the North 
Lindsey Licensed Victuallers Association 
Darts Cup with a Flight Sergeant and a 
Corporal in the team. Nice blokes they were 
too. The Flight got 301 in six darts one 
night. Double top and two trebles, treble 
20 again, treble 17 and double 15 for a finish. 
Never been done here since. 

When the war was over we worried a bit. 
We thought that perhaps the Camp would 
be closed down. They hadn't built any run- 
ways or anything like that, they just flew off 
the grass and everybody supposed that when 
it was peace all the flying there was left to 
be done would be done from camps with 
proper equipment and that. 

The aeroplanes did go. l think it was the 
back-end of 1948 when the last one left. 
But they weren't for closing the place. We 
heard (from Jack Winterton mostly) that 
the hangars and some of the other buildings 
were going to be made over to classrooms 
and it was going to be a sort of school for 
lads who had just joined up. Mrs. Lidgett 
said it wouldn't be as good as before because 
the young chaps wouldn't have much money 
to spend. But Jack Winterton said that 
wouldn't matter because there'd be a Iot of 
people who were getting decent money on 
the staff of the school. And anyway even if 

_, the young lads who had just joined up might 
not have a lot of money each there would be 
a lot of them so that would make up for it. 

Jack was right. The camp became a school, 
and during the 1950s Woldsby was a really 
lively place. Jim Dowse the new landlord 
at the "Black Horse" built an extension 
and had a pianist on Tuesdays and Sundays. 
Fridays were quiet because they had a dance 
in their Naffy and Saturday was quiet too 
because those who hadn't gone home for 
the weekend, as most of the young ones did, 

went in a bus to Skegness in the summer and 
Lincoln in the winter. 

John Willey and his wife Dorothy, who 
had taken two of the cottages next to the 
"Yarborough" when they couldn't have 
their bungalow, turned the two front rooms 
into a cafe and got a slot-machine for gram- 
ophone records. It made a din, and the 
Vicar's wife said it was the Devil's handiwork. 
Mrs. Addison said that was because she 
heard one of those American chaps singing 
a song called " Jezebel " one night when she 
was passing on her way from a Mothers' 
Union meeting at the W.I. Hall. 

But the Vicar's wife was an exception. 
Most of us liked having the lads nearby. 
The pubs were livelier than they'd ever been. 
Young John Willey soon had a Wolseley 
instead of his old Land Rover and he would 
take his wife down to Lincoln once a month 
to a shop where she had an account. (First 
person in Woldsby ever to have an account 
with a shop in Lincoln). The young lads 
from the camp did a lot of good too. Like 
Mrs. Lidgett had said at first they hadn't 
a deal of money. So they were ready to help 
out at harvest, and singling beet and suchlike. 
And Colonel Althorpe's shoot was never 
short of beaters. And more village people 
got jobs up at the camp. The two Chapman 
lads who had a decorating business got the 
contract to keep the place painted up and 
at one time they had fourteen working for 
them, mostly from Habrough. Two local 
lasses got jobs in the Naffy there (dust 
coats provided), and Mrs. Addison and her 
next-door neighbour Rose Horstead got 
work cleaning the Officers' Mess. Nobody 
had believed Jack Winterton when he used 
to tell tales of the parties they had up there, 
but when Mrs. Addison and Rose kept 
on saying that some mornings when they 
went there'd be all glasses and cigarette ends 
all over the place and everybody looking 
bleary-eyed, people took notice. Then there 
was the picture-place they got up at the 
Camp in 1952, continuous from 7 p.m. 

Of course there were problems. The 
landlord of the " Yarborough " used to 
sound off about having his nicest ashtrays 
pinched, but Jim Dowse said that was to be 
expected and he got big heavy square glass 
ones with " Senior Service" on, and some 
cheap tin ones from "Woodbines." He lost 
his cheap tin ones but the traveller always 
gave him some more. Nobody took the 
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glass ones because they were really only 
fooling - as long as they had something 
for a "memento " that was the main thing. 
Worst loss Jim ever had was two glasses for 
Carlsberg Danish Lager, and an advert for 
Schweppes that had a woman on that Jim 
reckoned somebody must have pinched for 
the pin-up picture. 

Then there was the time they were having 
a concert in the W.I. Hall and nobody 
could hear the soloist because of the singing 
going on outside when the "Yarborough" 
turned out. Somebodv wrote to the C.O. 
about that and he sent a nice letter back. 
The worst thing that happened I suppose 
was the business over young Margaret 
Brownsword last September, but as our 
Nora said everybody knew she was no angel. 
You only get what's coming to you, said 
Nora. 

We knew National Service was going to 
finish, of course. And we guessed that with 
so many of the lads who came to Woldsby 
being National Service, and not so many 
joining up with National Service finishing 
the place would quieten down a bit. Stands 
to sense, after all nobody's going to join up 
unless he has to, unless there's a war on. 
But at least we reckoned there'll be some 
people up there. You have to have some 
people joining up to take the places of those 
who have died or resigned or retired or 
whatever. 

There was a chap came in the " Black 
Horse" Easter-time I remember, and we 
decided to ask him how things would likely 
turn out. He was in the best room, of course 
(being an officer), but Jack Winterton and 
me went through. Jack knew his name and 
said he was a Flying Officer. Some people 
couldn't understand this as it was over ten 
years since they'd had any aeroplanes at 
the Camp, apart from the odd one just 
calling in passing, but Jack said this was 
something to do with the ribbon he wore, 
and this chap really did all the books at the 
Camp and actually was the bloke who paid 
Jack his wages. So he was obviously im- 

portant and the sort of chap who would 
know what was going on. 

He told us they would probably close the 
place down. Me and Jack said it would be a 
pity. But Jack said it was time he was packing 
up work anyway and we didn't really think 
any more about it. 

But word got round as it's bound to in a 
little place like Woldsby. Some people 
started thinking about what it would be like 
without the Camp up the road. Pete Addison 
said they wouldn't close it because there 
was too much money laid out and anyway 
the Conservatives were against unemploy- 
ment. Rose Horstead said they might put 
rockets there and said she would move to 
her sister's at Cleethorpes if they did. She 
said it wouldn't be safe, because they were 
always making mistakes with rockets as 
anybody who read the papers would know. 
Cyril Lidgett said that if they did close the 
place down he would write to the National 
Farmers' Union in London because his 
livelihood would be affected, and demand 
compensation. 

It was last week when the news came at 
last. The Camp will close in six months, 
there'll be a skeleton staff till next Easter 
and then nothing at all and nobody. The 
vicar's wife says it's about time but nobody 
else agrees with her. 

It's a scandal. It's all very well for those 
important people in London to go around 
opening places and then closing them down. 
They don't seem to realize that people's 
lives are affected. Or if they do they don't 
seem to care. What about the extension 
Jim Dowse had built ? What about the cafe 
and that record machine John and Dorothy 
Willey have ? What about the Chapman 
lads and their decorating business ? 
What about Mrs. Addison and Rose, and 
young Betty Winterton ? And all the others 
who are out of work ? How can we afford 
a pianist in the Singing-Room on Tuesdays 
and Sundays ? And what about Margaret 
Brownsword ? 

The trouble is people don't care about 
ordinary folk any more. 
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"THE MORECAMBE" 

1VATIONAL 
BALLY by a Navigator 

Each year, the Lancashire Automobile 
Club organises its 'Morecambe Rally' 
which is classed as a national event in the 
rally calendar. This year the rally took 
place on 12th and 13th May and Pilot 
Officer Wood, who recently graduated from 
the College, and Under Officer Nottingham 
took part as driver and navigator. 

Over the previous few months we had 
entered various rallies which held a restricted 
status and decided it was about time we 
tried a national event. Of the dozen or so 
nationals held during the year the More- 
cambe seemed to be the best one to start on. 
It is a Northern event which goes into 
country we both know a little, and is usually 
described as a typically Northern ' no- 
nonsense ' event. Lastly we thought that the 
competition would not be way above us as 
many of the rally 'circus' would not have 
returned from the continent after the inter- 
national ' Rally des Tulipes.' In fact this 
was a mistake as there were at least a dozen 
well-known expert crews in the entry list. 
Running No. 1 was Don Grimshaw, the 
1961 winner, and No. 2 was John Sprinzel 
who won in 1960. However, the latter ob- 
viously did not recover sufficiently from the 
Tulip Rally and was a non-starter. Also 
notable was the crew of Jimmy Ray and 
John Hopwood who were rallying together 
for the first time since their splendid effort 

in taking sixth place in the last R.A.C. 
Rally. As for Jimmy's privately entered 
Mini - " Perfectly standard, Old Boy " - 
lies, all lies ! 

It was essential that we should be starters 
to get our money's worth after paying so 
much to enter. The main cost was the 4 
guineas entry fee and the £7 insurance prem- 
ium. Most companies will cover owners for 
restricted events on normal policies, but a 
special policy has to be obtained for nationals 
and internationals. For this rally, one even 
had to pay the first £25 of any claim. The 
highly modified Riley 1.5 we were using was 
placed in the Sports Car Class, starting No. 
30. The modifications put it officially in the 
Special Grand Touring Group which is 
assimilated to Sports Car for classification 
purposes. 

From the regulations we saw that the 
rally was to consist of some 200 miles of 
' real ' rallying, two special stages and two 
driving tests. R.A.C. regulations ensure that 
one must not average more than 30 m.p.h. 
on public roads and the organisers suggested 
that some competitors might not lose points 
on the road sections. To settle these and 
other ties the results of the special sections 
were to be used. If these sections are held 
on private ground, there is no limit to the 
average speed which may be set and the 
practice is to specify a virtually impossible 
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limit to find the speediest competitor. The 
introduction of these sections is becoming 
the highlight of many British rallies. On the 
last R.A.C. Rally, for example, the Forestry 
Commission had made a maze of tracks 
available to the organisers and the special 
sections on these roads ensured that the 
form of the rally approached that of the 
classic continental rallies. In the unlikely 
event of there being any further ties, the 
results of two driving tests to be held on 
Morecambe Promenade were to be taken 
into account. 

From advance information I was able to 
prepare the three required maps to a certain 
extent, marking off the odd track which we 
knew from experience was too rough to use, 
and plotting the official black spots, popu- 
lated areas placed out of bounds for rallies 
by the R.A.C. to prevent disturbance. Apart 
from this we were not given any details of 
the route before the start, not even the map 
references of controls. This was to be a 
genuine 'plot and bash.' 

We started the Saturday evening at a 
garage in Morecambe, signing on, having 
our watch checked and sealed in a case, and 
having the car scrutinised. The purpose of 
the scrutinising was to check that the car 
was fully roadworthy, complied with rally 
regulations for classification and to list 
details of damage to the car. if 
any existed. There was to be a 
stiff penalty for any paint lost or 
bends collected en route. After 
being scrutinised we cruised along 
the promenade to start as car 
No. 30 just as it was getting 
dark. The take-off was from a 
ramp and the signal was the 
thrusting of route details into the 
navigator's hands. Some rallies 
have a sting right in the nose but 
competitors had to clear populated 
areas around Morecambe before 
getting down to business. The 
first 15 miles or so were along 
main roads and I could leave 
John to stay on the correct road 
while I plotted control positions 
and routed the first few sections. 

The easy run-out took us to 
the first special section, which was 
in the grounds of Underlay Hall, 
near Kirkby Lonsdale. The tracks 
were fairly smooth but were ofloose 

shale and mud and as the set average speed 
was 50 m.p.h. great skill was required to 
prevent the back end of the car from over- 
taking the front. T found it was possible 
from the detail on the lin. to l mile map to 
read what was coming to the driver, but 
this did not stop us from overshooting 
junctions once or twice on the shingle. 
Although we never saw him, a photographer 
had unwittingly put a few earlier cars in 
awkward spots by using his flash just as it 
was necessary for drivers to straighten the 
cars up for a narrow hump bridge. He only 
stopped when one car nearly took him 
through too. 

From here the road section proper started 
and we found ourselves on typical Lake 
District roads. Whether they were as wide 
as the car was often debatable. Disaster 
nearly struck when the road almost petered 
out. A marshal had apparently met a wall 
coming the other way as he was going to his 
control. He had killed part of it and left it 
lying in the road. We met the bits later on 
which created havoc with the motion of the 
car so that the side of the car was just shaved 
by a passing wall. At the same time the 
brand new speedometer cable somehow 
came adrift and jammed the accelerator 
wide open. Expecting four neat round holes 
to appear in the bonnet at any second, John 

. perfectly standard, Old Boy 

a 

# 
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. . . ran over the Marshal's wall .. 

switched off and did a quick repair. A few 
minutes later valves bounced again on the 
same fault and the cable was this time taken 
off. For the rest of the night he had no 
indication of speed except by guesswork 
from the rev. counter readings and the 
frequency of the screams of horror from his 
balding navigator. We arrived at the follow- 
ing control almost on the limit of our 59 
seconds lateness allowance and had to 
catch this up to feel happier again. However, 
the next three sections were very short and 
tight and we were really having to work to 
stay unpenalised. Three closed gates (more 
work for the navigator) did not aid matters 
but by some good co-operation between 
the crews of three cars in a temporary convoy, 
we were all able to get in on the time limit. 
In the middle of all this, the hand map- 
light failed and although I still had a fixed 
light there was no effective magnifier until 

-· such time as we could get the spare light 
from the boot. 

The following long section was not tight 
and I could forge ahead with the plotting. 
It was possible to do this at intervals through- 
out the rally and few found they had need to 
plot a route just as they were about to enter 
the section. Passing through part of the 
West Riding we went unsteadily north 
through Cumberland into Westmorland and 
were able to settle dowrr to the fast pace of 
the rally. As yet the weather was almost 

perfect and we realised that the 
dropping of a single minute here 
and there would knock one out 
of the prize list quite easily. 

Three minutes were dropped 
at one go. On a rather tight 
section 1 missed an awkward 
turning off to the left and we 
went boring along a goodish road 
which according to the map was 
impassable. Realisation came 
with the meeting of two other 
' wrong-slotters ' returning at 
speed. When we all found the 
road we wanted through a gate, 
two more closed gates presented 
themselves and the three of us 
were no longer with clean sheets. 
Many others unfamiliar with 
that 'slot' found themselves 
behind schedule on this section . 

As we got into Northumber- 
land the obvious ploy was to take 

us between very tight areas along classified 
roads to allow pre-plotting. At one point we 
came upon themarshal'scarabouta mileahead 
of where it should have been. Admittedly the 
two points were very similar in appearance 
but this did not alter the fact that we had an 
extra mile to go on the next section in the 
same time allowance. Once again, a lot but 
not all of the small lateness allowance was 
used to avoid penalty. On Section 35 there 
came the only incident on the rally which 
could be put down to unfortunate organi- 
sation. By this time fuel was getting low and 
a garage was to be visited on the section, 
with an extra two minutes allowance on the 
time schedule. On the run in to the garage 
a number of cars had become grouped 
together and we found ourselves on the end 
of a six-car convoy. Although the attendants 
were doing a fast job it was still a five minute 
wait for the essential petrol and we were 
unable to keep our lateness at the next 
control below two minutes. Another dis- 
turbing incident occurred at the garage. A 
competitor asked what was wrong with the 
rear wheel. We thought he was joking until 
we saw the big dent in the rim, most likely 
caused when we ran over the marshal's wall. 
A very large hammer put the rim roughly 
back in place. 

Coming down through Durham into the 
North Riding we found the roads taking the 
familiar Yorkshire shape : unfenced tracks, 
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closed gates and acute humps followed 
immediately by sharp bends. Throughout 
the night cars would become airborne over the 
blind humps and find they would have to 
take limited excursions into the bundu. As 
well as tending to under-steer violently 
when they became airborne, the cars still 
had to land on a road that could already 
be coming up for the second time. In some 
places the marks of sump-guards and at 
times even sumps attacking the road be- 
neath were evident. John had recently had 
a heavy plate bolted on the car to shield the 
sump and this undoubtedly saved us the 
long walk back several times. One Mini was 
not so fortunate and had its sump neatly 
removed by a belligerent piece of rock on 
the road. 

As we came into Kettlewell I put John 
down the wrong turning and we found 
ourselves up the wrong side of the River 
Wharfe, We lost a further minute retracing 
our steps. Correctly, the organisers were 
very conscious of preventing disturbances 
at night by asking us to keep as quiet as 
possible through villages. At Feizor we 
were given fifteen minutes to switch off the 
engine and coast downhill for the mile to 
the next control. At Stainforth I repeated 
my wrong-turning trick but some fast 
driving down a main road kept us within the 
time limit. The sting in the tail of the rally 
came with five very tight consecutive sections. 
One presented us with two closed gates and 
we were lucky not to lose more than the one 
minute we did concede. That made a total 
of seven minutes lost throughout the night 
as we went towards the second special 
section at about 6 a.m. 

The section was the first one in reverse, 
and this time was held in daylight which 
made for faster times. It was surprising to 
see how many spectators lined the course 

at the early hour. We thought we were 
really rolling along until we saw the fast 
times put up by some of the works drivers. 
Our photographer friend was up again and 
had positioned himself on a narrow gap 
between the track and a lake. As we passed 
him we had visions of him leaping into the 
lake if anyone lost control at that point. 
The God of Nasty Thoughts obviously did 
not appreciate this and the back end of the 
car immediately started to overtake the 
front on the inside. Our visions changed to 
one of ourselves entering the water as 
opposite lock was rapidly applied, but 
luckily the aforesaid god relented and things 
straightened out in time for the next corner 
to be negotiated. 

We then made our way slowly back to 
Carnforth for breakfast and to Morecambe 
Promenade for scrutinising and the two 
driving tests. The former was to check for 
damage collected on the rally so we set to 
work to make the car clean. The scratch 
where the wall had brushed us was only 
polish-deep and was soon removed but we 
decided to change the wheel with the bent 
rim. To our horror the inside rim was almost 
completely curled up ! The tyre was not 
tubeless, but how it kept its pressure in this 
condition for almost the whole rally still 
mystifies us. At the driving tests quite a 
crowd had gathered to see the fun and the 
better-known drivers put on displays really 
worth watching. 

Everyone adjourned to the Midland Hotel 
to swap stories over a drink and to wait for 
the provisional results to be published. These 
were made available quite quickly and we 
saw that nine crews had not lost time on 
the road sections. Of these Don Grimshaw 
had given by far the best performances on 
the special sections and thus retained the 
trophy. 

CJ 

L] 
\. \.- 
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A YOUNG SOVIET LIEUTENANT'S FIRST FLIGHT 
IN A SUPERSONIC AIRCRAFT 

(Translated from " Soviet Aviation ") 

The roar of engines died away on the 
aerodrome, and the last aircraft was towed 
away to its dispersal pan. Meanwhile the 
Party and Komsomol activists gathered 
around the Commissar, Major Kirichenko, 
and talked about the results of the day's 
flying, and the achievements of the best 
pupils. Both the pilots and technicians had 
something to say. 

'Lieutenant Kuznetsov is really the man 
of the day,' said Party member Trunov, Air 
Force Pilot, first class, 'He did his first solo 
in great style.' 

'Yes, another to our ranks,' said Flight 
Commander, Captain Simonov, and started 
to look around for the object of the conver- 
sation. 

But the man of the moment was standing 
unostentatiously to one side. His comrades 
warmly congratulated him on his first 
success. 

' It is not only my success,' replied the 
embarrassed Lieutenant. ' The whole unit 
worked hard for my progress,' But of course 
in fact he was extremely proud. And how ! 
The goal for which he had been struggling 
was now within reach. And the events of the 
past flashed through the mind of the young 
officer ..... 

Training was in progress. Air Force Pilot, 
third class, Lieutenant Kuznetsov stood 
silently by his reliable old 'Hawk' aircraft 
and gazed towards the marshalling point. 
The supersonic fighters were taking off first. 
The resonant roar of the jets tore the air, a 

_, moment passed, and the aircraft disappeared 
from view. ' What a speed,' the pilot thought 
to himself. 

His gaze fell to the outline of his aircraft. 
As a machine there was nothing wrong with 
it, with its sharply swept back wings, its 
irreproachable streamlining and its perfect 
aerodynamic shape. Only the speed .... ! 
And for fighters this was perhaps the most 
important. 

How he envied the pilots the take-off 
which they had just made. 

The Squadron Commander, Major 
Morozkin, walked up to the aircraft. He 
understood the Lieutenant well and could 
guess the thoughts that possessed him now. 
' Boris Kuznetsov - wingman of Major 
Morozkin - a capable, industrious and 
disciplined pilot.' But it was hardly possible 
to reproach him for anything, except perhaps 
one thing, an undisguised passion for the 
new aircraft. 

But now something else occurred to him. 
The dream of a conversion course which 
Kuznetsov cherished so much had in no way 
detracted from his sense of duty to fly as 
well as possible any aircraft with which he 
was entrusted. Rather the reverse. The more 
the dream gripped the pilot, the more he 
disciplined himself. The Lieutenant pre- 
pared himself thoroughly and in great detail 
for each flight, practised a lot with his 
equipment, performed skilfully in the air and 
generally completed his training flights 
excellently and with great concentration. 

Major Morozkin took no time at all to 
delight the Lieutenant with the good news. 

" We are going to give you a flight on a 
supersonic fighter soon. The C.O. has 
granted your request,' he announced. 

Then came the long awaited and difficult 
period. Boris Kuznetsov did his conversion 
on the spot at his own unit. Everyone saw 
the zeal and determination with which he 
tackled the assimilation of the new tech- 
niques. To achieve his most cherished am- 
bition the young pilot spared no time or 
effort. He strove to understand the aircraft 
and engine better and to carry out the terse 
directions of his instructor. 

But it is obviously impossible to become 
a master of one's craft without a firm basic 
knowledge. 

At first the Lieutenant encountered many 
difficulties, but the Komsomol member did 
not shirk them. In the aircraft manuals and 
in his instructors he found exhaustive 
answers to many questions. But when this 
was impossible he turned to experienced 

Page 141 



pilots such as Captain Simonov and Major 
Trunov. They had a lot to teach, for it was 
not their first year on supersonic fighters. 
The sound advice of his Air Force comrades 
helped Kuznetsov to get a quicker under- 
standing of the special techniques of flying 
the new aircraft. The technical work did not 
come easily but somehow he memorised the 
working of each complicated piece of mach- 
inery. He had to understand the function of 
many systems and the rules for their oper- 
ation in the air. Throughout this difficult 
phase Technical Officer and party member 
Captain Boyko gave the Lieutenant constant 
selfless help, and he knew how to explain the 
most complicated questions simply and 
understandably. 

Anyone who is keen to get on always gets 
his own way and Boris Kuznetsov was no 
exception. He passed his theoretical ad- 
vanced flying tests excellently and manipu- 
lated the controls faultlessly during his 
check-flight. The examiner, Air Force Pilot, 
first class, Bordun, tested the young officer's 
flying ability and was completely satisfied. 
In the Lieutenant's logbook he wrote ; 
'Authorised for solo flights.' 

And so the Jong-awaited day arrived. 
Kuznetsov walked confidently out to the 

supersonic fighter, strapped in, checked and 
rechecked the controls and switches. Since 
it was his first solo on the type he was dis- 
tinctly excited. ' What will the rest say if I 
muff it?' he thought. 

The most exciting moment was the take- 
off. With the engine roaring at full power, 
Kuznetsov released the brakes and immedi- 
ately felt the aircraft pick up speed. His back 
was forced firmly into the seat. Great skill 
and exceptionally quick reactions were 
required of him to maintain the heading and 
handle the controls properly. This was 
where the depth of knowledge and training 
paid its dividend. 

The controller carefully monitored the 
take-off. He was ready at any moment to 
give the young pilot any necessary advice 
and to forestall any mistakes, but none was 
needed. ' Good . . . . . . . good,' Kuznetsov 
heard his reassuring voice ..... 

Soon a ' lightning-notice ' appeared in 
the crew-room which reported briefly : 
Komsomol member Boris Kuznetsov has 
completed his first solo on a supersonic 
interceptor and has been given the grading 
of ' excellent.' 

'' Young Men Shall Go Hooded·'' 
FlRST morning of the Summer Term, the 

season one longs for during the other 
two freezing, dripping sessions. How 

fine to see the lush grass on the air-raid 
shelter and the dandelions peeping out from 
under the huts. The old cock pheasant 
strutting outside the window almost wel- 
comes us back as old friends. He knows his 
calendar too. 

Who have we this morning ? 91, 93, 94, 
95. Hm, rise of Hitler, assassination of 
Franz Ferdinand, Battle of Austerlitz, the 
Reign of Terror : yes, that should get us all 
off to a good start. 

The first lot file in and take their seats, 
visibly shaken by the dank chill of the hut. 
In response to enquiry I explain the Canute- 
like high level decree that Nature will pro- 
duce the required temperature unaided 
between certain dates. The enquirer sighs 
disdainfully and with a slight trans-Atlantic 
accent explains that "Things were not like 

that at Virginia Waters." I sigh too. I'd 
forgotten the travellers' tales, and this lot 
have just returned from the United States 
visit. Farewell Hitler, they'd better get it out 
of their system. After all, how did Bacon 
put it ? " Travel, in the younger sort, is a 
part of education," or something like that. 
Well, let's see whether it's turned out that 
way. 

"Well, Beytes, and how did you like 
Washington ? " 

" Oh, just marvellous. One of the officers 
at the Embassy held an informal dance for 
us and they got us all partners." 

" Hm, well didn't you visit the Capitol ? " 
They exchange blank stares; then ffoulkes- 

Willoughby volunteers, " You know, John, 
the cinema where they were showing the 
double X programme." 

Perhaps I'd better pass on. 
" Well what about Virginia Waters ? " 
" Oh marvellous, Sir, most of our hosts 
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had cars and they fixed us up with dates in 
Denver and " 

" Yes, but what about the place itself ? 
Aren't the buildings all very ultra-modern 
and attractive ? " 

" Well, there was a very nice hall where 
we went to the dance on Saturday night and 
they'd produced the most luscious partners. 
Charlie here " 

" And what did you think of New York ?" 
" Well we didn't get very long there but 

there was a little night spot down in Green- 
wich Village where the cabaret " 

"But you must have seen something of 
the place. Didn't they take you round the 
United Nations Headquarters ? " 

" Oh yes, we were shown round by the 
most marvellous guides from all nations. 
We had a little Chinese girl with a skirt with 
a slit " 

I give up trying to stem the flow. 
" And there was this old-style 

joint called the ' Speak-Easy' with the 
waitresses strutting around in black tights 
and frills. And Charlie said to our girl 
' Gee, Betty, that's a fine figure you've got 
there.' And she got quite indignant and said 
' My name's not Betty.' " 

-- 

The next class arrive. Let's see, Ninety- 
three, the Mediterranean visit. Odd that 
they don't look as sun-burnt as you'd expect. 

" Well, how was life with the Fleet ? " 
" Oh, marvellous, Sir, there was this 

street called ' The Gut ' where every building 
was either a church or a night-club. 

"Hm, this must have made choice difficult 
as you weren't of their religion. Still, I'm 
glad to see you got some time ashore. Did 
you visit the Grand Harbour and the Cita- 
del ? " 

" No, I think they'd put them out of 
bounds. But we went to the Port Said with 
the belly-dancers." 

"And how about the trips to sea ? " 
"Oh, well, we went on carriers and sub- 

marines and so on. And one chap took us 
in a dinghy past this beach where all the 
Wrens " 

Ninety-four arrive, back from the healthy 
open-air days with the Army and perhaps a 
little background we can tie in usefully now 
that we're coming on to Bismarck and the 
Unification. 

" Well, Lustwell, and what part of 
Germany did you get to ? " 

" Oh, down near the Rhine, Sir, but they 
managed to get us into Hamburg a couple 
of nights." 

" Ah, yes, fine city, Hamburg, I believe. 
They say they've made a very fine job of 
the rebuilding." 

"Well, I don't know about that, but this 
street we went to, the Winkelstrasse, seemed 
pretty old. And you'd hardly credit this, Sir, 
but Of course we didn't 
go into any of these places, we just had a 
gentle stroll and gazed in the shop windows." 

" Oh yes, quite right." 

Last period. Ninety-five come in looking 
really weathered. Yes, of course, they've 
been "surviving" in the Troodos mountains. 
They at least will have seen plenty of the 
countryside. 

" Well, Browne, what were your impress- 
ions of Cyprus ? " 

" Oh, marvellous place, Sir, and very 
friendly people. We used to meet them in a 
little bistro called Charlie's Bar and watch 
the television. They used to have 'Seventy- 
Seven Sunset Strip' with Greek sub-titles." 

Lunch-time at last and I wend my way to 
the Mess with the travellers' tales beginning 
to jumble. I'm not sure that Bacon would 
have approved of ffoulkes-Willoughby in 
Greenwich Village, or was he in the Hamburg 
lot ? " Let young men travel under some 
tutor whereby he may be able to tell 
them what things are worthy to be seen in 
the country where they go ..... .for else 
young men shall go hooded, and look abroad 
little." Yes that's it, the tutor. He must have 
some useful impressions of the visit. T find 
him in the bar. 

" Virginia Waters, old boy ? Marvellous 
place. They took us out to some night-club 
and they had one of those girls with tassels, 
you know what I mean, old boy " 

Alas. " When a traveller returneth home, 
let him not leave the countries where he hath 
travelled altogether behind him let 
him be rather advised in his answers, than 
forward to tell stories." 

" and these tassels were 
contra-rotatary, old boy." 

Mm. Sounds an interesting place. Must 
try and go next time. 
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WINGED VICTORY 
by V. M. Yeates : Cape, 1961 : 25/- 

-- 

Good books about flying are few and far 
between. Occasionally, like Shute's Slide 
Rule, there emerges a book about a man's 
life which has been intimately connected 
with the growth of flying. But often the value 
is little more than of historical curiosity. 
T. H. White in England Have My Bones 
describes vividly his experiences in the 
thirties while learning to fly for the sheer joy 
of it. Biographies, memoirs, war memoirs, 
boys' adventure stories (what better than 
W. E. John's original Biggies stories ?) 
abound, but no one has yet seriously at- 
tempted to integrate flying into the greater 
experiences of literature. 

This is surprising because the twentieth 
century has been characterised by, among 
other things, war and flying, and particularly 
war in the air. Poets and novelists have had 
to concern themselves with war - romantic- 
ally and patriotically (Rupert Brooke) 
bitterly (Wilfred Owen), and cynically 
(Siegfried Sassoon). A legion of introspective 
young subalterns have been the heroes of 
novels - self-portraits by Graves in Goodbye 
To All That, and in Sassoon's series about 
George Sherston. Probably the most serious 
attempt to put the First World War and the 
people who fought in it into some sort of 
perspective is the series A Chronicle of 
Ancient Sunlight by Henry Williamson (un- 
fortunately better known for Tarka The 
Otter), the story of one Philip Madison. In 
two of the novels, A Fox Under My Cloak 
and The Golden Virgin, Madison meets 
briefly a young Flying Corps scout pilot, 
Tom Cundall. Cundall is the hero of Victor 
Yeates' novel, Winged Victory. 

Williamson says, " by this device I hoped 
that Yeates and his novel would be re- 
discovered should it happen that it remains 
unpublished during my lifetime." Trenchard 
enthused over the book when it was first 
published in 1934, and T. E. Lawrence said 
of Yeates, "how fortunate the R.A.F. has 
been to collar for itself one of the most 
distinguished histories of the war." Yet it 
was very poorly received and lay practically 
forgotten until its re-issue in 1961. But during 
the last war aircrew were paying as much as 
£5 a copy - it was the only book about 
flying that " wasn't flannel." 

It was Williamson who encouraged Yeates 
after the war, dying of tubercolosis advanced 
by the strain of his war-time experiences as 
a pilot, painfully to write in semi-poverty 
this story, possibly the one great book about 
war in the air. 

The story is simple. It recounts six months 
in the closing stages of World War I during 
which Cundall is flying Sopwith Camels over 
the front near La Basee. It is an almost 
prosaic day by day account of sorties, life in 
the mess and local estaminets, of combat, 
boredom, fatigue, exuberance, and death. 
One thing that is shaken near to death is 
Cundall's conviction that what he is doing is 
right, but he is caught up in events beyond 
his control, and at times, beyond his under- 
standing. This, youth can shake off, but not 
so easily the deaths of his comrades. The 
young, the inexperienced, the foolish whose 
plane disintegrates in a loop after a victory, 
join and disappear from the mess. But it is 
the death of his tasking flight commander, 
Beale, and of his last real friend ( called 
Williamson), that contribute to the final 
breakdown. When Williamson is machine 
gunned from the ground, Cundall · for the 
first time loses his temper and in blind 
revenge strafes and kills a gun crew. It is his 
last flight. The months of tension, strain, 
sleeplessness and worry, blurred and numbed 
by drink, weakened by influenza, take their 
toll : Cundall is grounded with Flying 
Sickness "D" (debility) and returned to 
England, the war over for him. 

Tt is more than the story of one man and 
of friendship tested to destruction, but also 
the story of a service, men and a machine, 
of humanity. But the world of Tom Cundall 
is a strange one. He and his companions 
knew how lucky they were, for unlike the 
Poor Bloody Infantry (the P.B.l.) they had 
their moments of peace, usually expressed 
in" thrashes" in the mess on the least pretext, 
talk, and the exuberance of flying itself. 
This legendary boisterousness was a natural 
reaction to the strains of waiting for the 
klaxon to call the flights, of "Archie," the 
cutting fire of machine guns in low-level 
attack, a collapsing machine. Above all they 
feared a "flamer," death by burning, which 
they had so often to inflict on men like them- 

.. 
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selves. The peace Cundall seeks from whisky 
is not out of cowardice but to prevent him- 
self from thinking and sentimentalising too 
much about the war. 

The men who pass across the pages are 
strangely mature for their years. The public 
school atmosphere of so many war novels 
and plays of the period is gone. The codes of 
R. C. Sheriff's remarkable play of the trenches 
Journey's End, are expressed in brasher 
ways, horse-play, "contour chasing," 
beating-up staff-cars on the long straight 
roads, aerobatics, and even foolhardy 
showing-off. To re-create and re-orientate 
these things is the task of the good novelist. 
The newspapers of the time almost hysteric- 
ally created a long-living hero worship of the 
" aces " to the point of glamourising. But 
the individual in isolation is of little matter- 
the autobiographies of Ball and Richthofen 
are disappointing if one really wants to feel 
the atmosphere of their age. 

Perhaps one other book does this, a series 
of extracts from an anonymous diary of a 
fighter pilot published in 1931 and called 
Death in the Air, remarkable also for the 
photographs taken in combat ; the crowded 
skies are frightening. 

The Twenties and Thirties were the golden 
age of flying, yet untouched by the serious 

CUSTOMS OF 

writer, and of the Second World War, no 
one seems to have felt with the same in- 
tensity as of the First. The Battle of Britain 
will probably live in history as have the 
legends of Troy and Agincourt, always 
keeping the qualities of the David and 
Goliath story. Little beyond the level of 
"the Spit's cannons spewed into the Hun's 
fuselage" has yet appeared. There are many 
memoirs, a few outstanding in their genre, 
many if only for the valour of the individuals 
or the spectacular operation. Perhaps we 
are too near the event since even historians 
differ over the facts. Two of the most prom- 
ising writers, Richard Hilary and the French- 
man, St. Exupery, were killed, and perhaps 
others we shall never know of were as well. 
Time not only mellows the outlines but 
deepens perspective, as it is only now, some 
fifty years after, the writer has something of 
permanent value to say of Vimy Ridge and 
the Somme. 

Yet it is strange that the most imaginatively 
stirring advance of the age, flying, has re- 
ceived so little attention. Perhaps the ex- 
perience is something intensely personal 
beyond the power of words. We must wait 
for a new Tom Cundall, or is Winged Victory 
going to be the one classic of war in the air ? 

THE SERVICES 
by Group Captain A. H. Stradling, O.B.E., R.A.F. (Retd.) 
New and Enlarged Edition : Gale & Po/den, 1962 : I0/6d. 

-- 

Our society now seems to have reached a 
stage in its development when correct man- 
ners are the prerogative of the unduly fas- 
tidious and rectangular. In the fighting 
services fortunately the forces of reaction 
are well entrenched. Thus social correctness 
is still valued, often for its own sake, but even 
more worthily because the alternative is 
distasteful. 

A long time ago when many of us were 
getting born, Group Captain Stradling codified 
for us the simple rules of living gracefully in 
a Royal Air Force community. The code 
asks little of us but it does behove us to 
know it. We would all be the better forreading 
this book a little more often. 

An increasing number of us who come 

from environments where the business of liv- 
ing is more practical than gracious might 
think that the author postulates a world of 
unnecessary refinement. However, he has 
shown by his revisions and in particular by 
his latest revision and enlargement that good 
manners although basic are not static: 

But this little book is not preoccupied with 
social responsibilities. It has much valuable 
advice on command, leadership and discip- 
line. We are told no secrets but we do get the 
benefit of crystallized experience. 

Certainly he would be an unwise young 
officer who did not think it necessary to 
make himself intimately acquainted with the 
contents of this book. 
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BIKES FOR THE BOYS 
(Note : In the course of this study, the decision was taken to reposition West Site approxi- 

mately 200 yards further east. The authors feel that this will have a purely quantitative effect 
on the conclusions drawn in this article. The conclusions are, they consider, still valid in prin- 
ciple). 

"Time is money" is an understatement. Like money, time can be wisely or wastefully spent. 
Unlike money, it cannot be hoarded. Therefore a continuous watch must be kept on how time 
is actually being spent. This applies in particular to flight cadets at the Royal Air Force College, 
Cranwell. Each cadet costs the nation 36 shillings per hour, 24 hours per day throughout the 
period of his training. Are there any ways of minimising waste of this valuable time ? Before 
launching their proposed full-scale enquiry, the authors decided to make a small-scale pre- 
liminary study, choosing travelling-time between classes as their field of observation. These 
are the results of this initial study. 

The geography of the area under observation is as shown in Fig. 1. The main things to be 
noted are the good network of roads and the not inconsiderable distances. 

The first set of observations yielded the results given in Table 1. These results are interesting 
in many ways. It was quickly found necessary to distinguish between large and small sets on 
the march. Large sets appear to have a reasonably constant marching pace. Small sets are far 
more flexible. After muster parades,1 in particular, the small sets seem to react exactly as 
predicted by Parkinson's First Law.2 All sets, however, are to some extent influenced by the 

t 
Fig,1 

I 
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Muster parades are held twice daily, after breakfast and lunch. They are held 20 minutes before the next 
class, presumably on the mistaken assumption that no one could possibly take longer to arrive there. 

2 "Work expands to fill the time available." 
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Carrot Principle, that less time is needed for the sector work-leisure than for the sector leisure- 
work. Hence the seemingly illogical results in Table 1 are seen to be perfectly logical, indeed 
inevitable, in their socio-psychological context. 

Some assumptions are made in the analysis of Table 1. The number of cadets involved (in 
this case, the Junior Mess only) is assumed to be a constant 100. This is only approximately 
true. A more accurate figure would be reached by applying the Cumulative Chop Factor and 
the Sickness Constant. The year is taken as including exactly 40 full working weeks. Again, 
there may be slight discrepancies in practice. However, the analysis of Table l (see Table 2) is 
almost certainly correct to within plus or minus 0.5 %- This gives a staggering result. On this 
small sample alone, the nation is spending over £20,000 each year on totally unproductive com- 
muting time. 

How can this sum be reduced, if indeed it can ? Three suggestions were thought worthy of 
further investigation. 

(i) Make all sets small sets, and have later muster parades. 
(ii) Issue flight cadets with service bicycles. 
(iii) Allow flight cadets to use their own cars to commute, paying them a mileage 

allowance. 
These proposals were thoroughly evaluated, using the data collated in Tables 3 and 4. Pro- 

posal (i) (see Table 3) resulted in only a marginal saving, and is not recommended, as it would 
involve administrative difficulties.! Proposals (ii) and (iii), on the other hand, seem eminently 
practicable and show considerable savings, if the analyses in tables 5 and 6 are accepted. 

Recommendations : 
The authors are convinced that economy must be sought in this field. They would recommend 

that two pilot schemes be initiated to assess the practicability and reduction of waste by (a) 
the issuing flight cadets with service bicycles, and (b) the payment to flight cadets of a mileage 
allowance when their cars are used for internal commuting within the station. 

3 i.e. clerical confusion. 

Table 1. 

lime taken in minutes 
Roule Frequency/week 

small set large set mean 

Muster-West Site 20 15 17.5 4 
Physics-West Site JO* JO 10 2 
Maths-West Site JO* II 10.5 2 
West Site-Maths JO* II 10.5 3 
West Site-Physics 10 * 10 10 3 
West Site-Jr. Mess 5 8 6.5 2 

* via Junior Mess. 

Table 2. 
Time spent travelling per person per week - 3 hours 5.5 minutes. 
Time spent travelling per person per 40 weeks - 123 hours 40 minutes. 
Time spent travelling by 100 cadets in 1 year - 123,66 hours 40 minutes. 
Cost to nation, at 36/- per cadet per hour £22,260 per annum. 

Table 3. 
If all sets are small and muster parades 5 minutes later, from Table 2, 
Time spent travelling per cadet per week reduces to 2 hours 50 minutes. 
Saving per cadet per week - 15.5 minutes. 
Saving on I 00 cadets per year - I ,033 hours 20 minutes 

Saving to nation at 36/- per cadet hour - £1,860 
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Table 4. 

Time in minutes 

Route Freq.lweek on foot on bicycle by car 

Muster-West Site 4 17.5 1.8 1.1 
Physics-West Site 2 10 1.9 1.2 
Maths-West Site 2 10.5 2.0 1.3 
West Site-Maths 3 10.5 2.0 1.3 
West Site-Physics 3 10 1.9 1.2 
West Site-Jr. Mess 2 6.5 1.0 1.1 

Table 5. 
With Bicycles 

Travelling time per cadet per week 
Cost per 100 cadets per year 
First cost of J 00 bicycles 
Depreciation over 3 years 
Total cost per year 
Saving to nation per year 

28. 7 minutes 
£3,444 
£1,500 
£500 per year 
£3,944 
£22,260- £3,944 

£18,316 

Table 6. 
With Cars 

(An average journey length of 1 mile has been assumed, including 
trips to the cadets' garage). 
Number of cars required 
Number of miles/car/week 
Car miles per year 
Cost, at 9d. per mile 
Travelling time per cadet per week 
Cost per 100 cadets per year 
Total cost per year 
Saving to nation per year 

20 
16 
12,800 
£480 
19.1 minutes 
£2,292 
£2,772 
£22,260 - £2,772 

£19,488 

Hope Springs Eternal 
My formal official letter, I am told 
Is clear, concise, convincing, standardised, 
Accurate, respectful (not too bold), 
Imparting knowledge and, since last revised, 
Expressing my intentions undisguised, 
Persuades, convinces by its logic cold- 
But yet, for reasons quite unanalysed, 
l think my chop for one more day I'll hold. 

My brasses may yet prove to be pure gold- 
More pay from Treasury may yet be prised- 
Tomorrow morning may not be so cold- 
On drill I may be near-correctly sized- 
My well-bulled kit may be no more despised- 
Sergeants may into slavery be sold- 
My fondest dreams may yet be realised- 
I think my chop for one more day I'll hold. 

Sergeant, pace-sticks may well be metricsied, 
Parade-grounds may well sink beneath the wold, 
I think my chop for one more day I'll hold. 

,,_ 
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BY APPT. TO 

LATE KING GEORGE V 

<-: <?J: 
Sqn. Ldr. A. E. L. Skinner, M.C., R.A.F. (Retd.) 

AVIATION JEWELLERS AND STLVERSMITHS BY APPT. TO 

LATE QUEEN MARY 

R.A.F. SQUADRON, STATION AND COMMAND BADGES 
-in Solid Gold or Gold and Enamel. 

CHARMS (Actual Size) 
9 ct. Gold £4 . 10 . 0 (£4 . 0. 0) 

Gold and Enamel £5 . 0 . 0 (£4 . 7 . 6) 

BROOCH with fitted S/Catch 
9 ct. Gold £13 . 0 . 0 (£11 . O . 0) 

Gold and Enamel £13. JO. 0 (£11. 10. 0) 

TIE PIN 
9 ct. Gold 

£5.5.0 (£4.12.0) 
Gold and Enamel 

£6 . 0 . 0 (£5 . 5 . 0) 

HE PlN 
(Cenre Motif) 

9 ct. Gold 
£8 . 0 . 0 (£7 . 0 . 0) 

..... JI 

R.A.F. REGIMENT BROOCH (in Stock) 
Silver and Enamel £1 . 18 . 6 

9 ct. Gold and Enamel £6. 18. 6 (6. 0. 0) 

Owing to the large number of R.A.F. badges, these special charms, tie-pins and brooches are made tu 
special order and delivery is approx 3 weeks. When ordering, please send a copy of the badge required. 

EXPORT PRICES TN BRACKETS 

Please call in to see us or write for our free illustrated catalogue. 

35 OLD BOND STREET (2nd floor) LONDON, W.l. 
(near Piccadilly) Telephone : HYDe Park 8909/5115 

Open weekdays 9.30 - 5 (Saturdays by appointment only) 

:. 

Page 152 





H.M.S. PINAFORE 
·., 

Dick Deadeye 

On 2nd April, 1962, ' H.M.S. Pinafore ' 
sailed on to the College stage - eighty-four 
years after it was launched at the Opera 
Comique in London. Its music is as fresh 
and lively as ever and the College production 
captured much of the spirit and sparkle of 
the original. On the other hand, the story 
and dialogue have dated and, at times, the 
leading players were out of touch. 

The story, after all, is little more than 
that of a cheap novelette. There is a strange 
disregard of ages. Consider, for example, 
Josephine and Ralph. They are presumably 
of similar ages and yet Josephine is the 
daughter of Captain Corcoran who was the 
same age as Ralph when they were ' tender 
babes ' together in the careless care of Little 
Buttercup. And then - to cap it all - Cor- 
coran marries Buttercup ! Working that out 
is as difficult as those problems which begin, 
' That man's father is my father's son ..... 

Furthermore, the story lacks development. 
After the interval, there is little to do but 
stage the denouement and pair off the prin- 
cipals for the final ensemble ! 

Short of playing the dialogue straight for 
all it is worth, as does the D'Oyly Carte 
Opera Company, there is only the Tyrone 
Guthrie alternative of overplaying it as a 
Nineteenth Century opera novelette and 
that is unsatisfactory. Making mock of it is 
unsatisfactory because Gilbert was, perhaps 
only half consciously, guying the stage 
tradition of his day, and a full parody of a 
half parody is bound to mis-fire. 

Such strictures of Gilbert's contribution 
are fair when one remembers that he re- 
garded himself more as a polished dramatist 
than as a writer of comic opera. He was the 
first to take up the defence of his stagecraft ! 

Mike Dales, as Sir Joseph Porter, was 
certainly not among those who had any 
difficulty with the story and dialogue. From 
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his patent leather shoes to the top of his 
magnificent cocked hat, he was a true 
Savoyard. He is certainly a discovery and 
we look forward to future triumphs. 

Frank Hoare, in the part of Captain 
Corcoran, was successful as a foil to Sir 
Joseph, but when he was playing with others, 
particularly Buttercup, he seemed ill-at-ease 
and under-produced. By contrast, his singing 
voice was pleasant and strong. He was at his 
best in the comedy songs, notably the effer- 
vescent trio, ' Ring the merry bells on board 
ship.' In this song, Captain Corcoran, Sir 
Joseph and Josephine were at their best - 
happy and full-of-ease. It is a pity that they 
could not have included some "business" in 
this piece, but the small stage has its limi- 
tations. 

Josephine was delightfully played by 
Sandra Wells from Grantham. She made a 
very pretty heroine - wistful and sad in her 
anguish, but relaxed and gay in her happiness. 
Her Act Two solo, 'The hours creep on 
apace,' which has been the downfall of many 
a professional singer was her greatest triumph. 

Robin Mitchell as the hero, Ralph Rack- 
straw, was less sure of himself. His voice was 
pleasing, if a little too light, in the higher 
register. He gave the impression of simple, 
young- and even innocent- love most 
convincingly. The manly Gilbert hero is, 
alongside the frustrated Gilbert spinster 
(mercifully absent from ' H.M.S. Pinafore'!), 
a most difficult role to play and Robin 
Mitchell did well. 

Amongst the crew, the melodramatic 
villain - Dick Deadeye - was the most 
successful. John Nottingham played this 
part with the assurance and polish which 
stems from considerable experience. He has 
been the inspiration and driving force of the 
Choral Section for several terms and it is 
difficult to visualise next year's production 



Ir. 

without him. As Katisha wails, 'Oh, where 
shall I find another ? ' 

The endearing role of Mrs. Cripps - 
more commonly referred to as Little Butter- 
cup ('though she could never tell why ') was 
played by Patricia Venn. Both in the solos 
and chorus work she sang well and carried 
her motherly part most convincingly- 
although she did not make the most of her 
sinister and plot-potent secret ! 

The other leading lady from Grantham, 
Jean Akrill, as Hebe, was, in spite of dress 
rehearsal nerves, very good and supported 
the other soloists well. On the final night, 
her mischievous chorusing of ' And so do 
his sisters and his cousins, and his aunts ' 
was especially attractive. 

Indeed, the leading ladies were - on the 
whole - better than the leading gentlemen : 
a reversal of the current D'Oyly Carte 
pattern. But this was not true of the chorus 
where the honours were equally divided. 
The clear and crisp chorus work was a par- 
ticular feature of the production and it 
could only be faulted for an occasional 
hesitant entrance. 
Captain Corcoran and crew 

Buttercup and some of Sir Joseph's Sisters, Cousins 
and Aunts 

Cyril Adcock, more at home with real 
drama, produced the opera and used the 
limited stage well. It is a pity that he will 
not be here to display bis talent on the new, 
larger stage. 

The colourful set was designed by Chris 
Haysom. 1t was unusual, but most effective. 
Peter Goffin must look to his laurels ! 

The orchestra was conducted by Flt. Lt. 
R. E. C. Davies. To him, as Guest Con- 
ductor, and to John Nottingham, as Musical 
Director, must go much of the credit for the 
musicianship on both sides of the footlights. 
The Guest Conductor must be specially 
complimented on the way he used the or- 
chestra to cover up the rare musical lapse 
on the other side of the footlights. 

All in all, ' H.M.S. Pinafore sailed onto 
the Cranwell stage with what Sir Joseph 
Joseph would have called ' a remarkably fine 
crew.' And, on the last night, the audience 
responded magnificently - what the Mikado 
would have called a ' very good house ' ! In 
fact, it was a 'remarkably fine' and a ' very 
good ' affair all round. 
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DEVIZES TO WESTMINSTER 
CANOE RACE-EASTER, 1962 

History of the Race. 
The first race was held in 1948, when a 

gentleman of Pewsey offered £20 to anyone 
who would go by boat from Pewsey to 
Westminster in 100 hours. Mr 0. Brown, 
the Scoutmaster of the 1st Oevizes Group, 
accepted the challenge only to be told that 
it was not intended to mean anyone outside 
Pewsey. This came to the ears of several 
gentlemen of Devizes, who promptly started 
a fund and offered £20 if any of the Devizes 
Scouts could complete the journey from 
Devizes to Westminster in under JOO hours. 
They accepted and two very old canoes 
made the journey in 89 hours 50 minutes. 

The idea of making it an annual race 
came to Frank Luzmore, a veteran canoeist, 
who twice completed the race, and who is 
now the Organising Secretary. The first race 
took place in 1949 and was won with the 
time of 49 hours 32 minutes (which then 
included one over-night stop). Frank Luz- 
more was a member of the winning team. 
The race included crews from a number of 
Scout Groups and the Richmond Canoe 
Club in a total of twenty entrants. 
The Course 

The gruelling 125 miles course was covered 
in 1961 in the record time of 20 hours 59½ 
minutes, by G. R. Howe and C. E. Tandy 
of the Royal Marines' Canoe Club. Fifty- 
four miles of the course are along the Kennet 
and Avon Canal with fifty-seven locks, and 
seventy-one miles from Reading along the 
Thames to Westminster with 29 locks 
around which the two-men teams have to 

carry their canoes. The canoes are loaded 
with a regulation quantity of camping 
equipment, clothes and food for the whole 
Journey. 

Accidents which may befall competitors, 
preventing many from completing the course, 
include badly blistered hands, capsizing, 
running into rocks and stakes in the dark, 
broken paddles, sun-stroke and plain ex- 
haustion if wind and weather are bad. In 
1958 the weather conditions were so bad that 
only fifteen out of 60 crews completed the 
course - the worst weather for the race 
since it was inaugurated. There are two 
classes of competitors, those over 20 years 
old, seniors, who race non-stop, and those 
under 20 years, juniors, who make three 
enforced nightly stops. What does this 
rugged race achieve ? Apart from the fine 
performance it has done a great deal to 
promote research and improvement in canoe 
design. 
The Race this Year 

Attempting to write a description of the 
Devizes to Westminster Canoe Race is a 
task very similar to writing about a par- 
ticularly hard night ' on the beer.' The 
initial memories are quite lucid but after 
that they are hazy and fumbled. 

After six weeks of training on the Trent, 
Witham, and the course itself, the team 
assembled at Cranwell ready to travel to 
Lyneham before the start of the race. The 
following extract is from a report written by 
Flight Cadet Coulson, a member of this 
year's successful crew. 

" We started from an insignificant car- 
park alongside the canal at Devizes. At ten 
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minute intervals crews 99, 100, 101 paddled 
off down the Kennet and Avon Canal. By 
0845 the last crew was under way on this 
125 miles of calculated torture. Fortunately 
we started with no penalties for defective kit, 
which was probably due to the glib way we 
assured the officials that some assorted 
polythene squares were in fact tents and 
groundsheets. 

The three crews were soon together for 
the first gruelling stretch of three hours 
unbroken canoeing. At 15 miles the first 
lock broke the monotony and eased tired 
arms and cramped seats. After this locks 
occurred at frequent intervals and the laden 
canoes had to be manhandled round each. 
(Portaging locks often involved lifting the 
heavy canoes up concrete walls six feet high). 
On one particularly soul-destroying stretch 
at Crofton Locks, seven locks within a mile 
had all silted up and the canoe had to be 
carried. 

A good rate of progress was maintained 
along the canal despite its shallowness. The 
main morale-sapper was boredom. One 
lock very much resembles another and the 
main object of canoeing on the canal was to 
reach the next lock, or even on a long term 
policy to reach the next village. At Thatcham 
after 38 miles the crew of 99, which was a 
glass-fibre canoe, had to withdraw because 
one member had bronchitis. 

Shortly after dark, just after Theale about 
49 miles from the start, the crew of number 
101, which was the NCK 2 (a wooden chine 
kayak), also had to withdraw because of a 
dislocated shoulder of one of the crew. 
But shortly after 0030 Reading was reached, 
which represented the end of the hardest 
stretch. The broad waters of the Thames 
were a welcome sight. 

The next morale boost was the overtaking 
of two army crews at Marsh Lock some 
61 miles from the start. At Henley and up 
to Marlow we were worried by some river 

_.. mist which threatened to make things awk- 
ward. Fortunately at 0300 eight-eighths 
cloud prevented further mist but un- 
fortunately covered the moon. 

Dawn was a very welcome sight before 
Maidenhead and we were on schedule at 
Old Windsor, which we reached at 0830. 
Because of the distance between locks and 
the warmth of the new day we soon began to 
feel the effects of twenty-four hours of 
canoeing with no significant rests. 

By llOO the sun was high and pleasure 
craft began to appear on the river. From 
Staines (91 miles from the start) until the 
end we were plagued with the wake of these 
craft. Also on this stretch we realised that 
we were slightly ahead of schedule and 
would in fact be early for the tide at Tedding- 
ton. However, as we eased off, fatigue took 
its toll and Senior Flight Cadet Wood was 
seen to perform the strange ritual of leaping 
ashore galloping down the bank and then 
soaking his head in the river three or four 
times. 

We did reach Teddington before the tide 
turned, but thanks to a scurrilous confidence 
trick by the support group who told us that 
the tide had turned, we set off against the 
tide. 

The fifteen miles to Westminster in our 
dazed condition seemed nearer fifty, but by 
1930 we were swept under Westminster 
Bridge by the receding tide and we pulled 
into the finish. Impossible as it was to believe, 
the race was over." 

The crew were hurried off for a shower 
and a meal in the County Hall at West- 
minster. Senior Flight Cadet Wood and 
Flight Cadet Coulson established a new 
College record for the senior event, of 
34 hours 42 minutes, after returning from 
the United States only the day before. They 
came 24th in a field of 116, only 41 of 
whom finished. 



JAZZ 

\ 

Once again the Jazz and Folk Music Society 
has had a most successful term. The band 
lost its bass player and drummer at the end 
of last term and found difficulty in replacing 
them. Luckily, 86 Entry provided us with a 
drummer in the form of Lanham, and an 
extra banjo plucker, Clarke. Pym took over 
on the bass and improved tremendously as 
the term progressed. Once more we had a 
complete jazz group. 

It was only during our third practice th~t 
we started playing together,_ but when th~s 
did occur it was quite good Jazz. From this 
time until the end of term, the band never 
looked back. We played at most guest nights, 
and on the whole the audiences were pleased 
with what they heard. Encouraged by the 
reception at the College, the band then went 
further afield. 

Moving into the ' world of jazz,' the band 
played at Lincoln a~d Boston j~~z clubs 
and was warmly received. Two visits were 
also made to Loughborough Training Col- 
lege. 

Although the rhythm section provided a 
good backing, and did its job well, the 
' front line ' must take all the honours. 
Jensen's clarinet playing was superb, and the 
same can be said for Jarron's trumpet 
playing. For a comparative beginner <?n t1:ie 
trombone, Haysom did very well, fitting m 
sometimes with the other two. 

It is hoped that last term's improvement 
and success will continue in the Summer 
term, as the band has the same personnel as 
last term. 

At the time of going to press, the ba_nd 
has already had invitations to play at outside 
engagements. It has played in the College 
Main Lecture Hall, during the first guest 
night. This impromptu session was sur- 
prisingly well attended, and the jazz warmly 
received. 

-· After long discussion and argument, the 
band has decided on a name for itself. From 
this time on, the jazz band will be known_ as 
the ' Gut Bucket Seven.' With a name like 
this, it is hoped the group will play good, 
earthy jazz. 

BRIDGE 
The Society started the term under the 

handicap of having only two of last 
term's regular players. But with the aid of 

some publicity, about fifteen new members 
were recruited, including several from the 
Junior Mess, which bodes well for the future. 

Meetings were held throughout the_ term 
on Friday evenings and some begmners 
improved their play. 

One match was played, towards the end 
of the term, against a team of twelve officers' 
wives, which we lost, though not by a large 
margin. 

SUB-AQUA 
The Club is at the time of going to press 

awaiting some new equipment. When it 
finally does arrive it should enable us to 
train more people to higher standards than 
hitherto possible. We should also be able to 
mount more ambitious expeditions, since 
both skin-diving suits and depth guages are 
included in the equipment list and are essen- 
tial features of more advanced diving tech- 
niques. 

The present membership of some forty 
fully active members includes eight ex- 
perienced divers and another eight. "."~o 
need sea experience to complete the initial 
stages of their training. To this end there are 
plans for two weekend. expedit!ons. . 

Recently some investigation mto salvaging 
methods was carried out, and it was found 
that quite heavy art~cles can be re~overed 
from depth with the aid of small plastic ~ags, 
filled with air. The air can be used direct 
from the diver's own supply or from a spare 
bottle taken down in anticipation. At least 
two experiments have been carried out in 
the College swimming pool, one on a length 
of cable and the other on a small packing 
case, weighted down. The results were 
distinctly encouraging. 

The prospect of becoming affiliated to 1;he 
British Sub-Aqua Club has also been m- 
vestigated. The disadvantages of their con- 
ditions of affiliation, diving restrictions and 
fees are considered to be outweighed by the 
advantazes of being part of a body such as 
this. A particular case is their grading sys~em 
for divers which is internationally recogmsed 
and in some cases required before one is 
allowed to dive. We have been following 
the system for about six montl~s with so!Ile 
success, and the use of the pool 111 the Spnng 
term for this purpose has kept the Club 
flourishing in what is normally considered 
the off-season. 
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Flight 
and 
Space 

If you traced the origin and history of every part of the aircraft you fly, 
of the missiles which are planned and produced, and of the ancillary 
equipment and devices employed today in flight and space travel, you 
would find that considerable contributions are made to their development 
and production by the Divisions and Companies within The Rank 
Organisation. 
Surface-finish, roundness, straightness and other important measurements 
to very high degrees of accuracy are obtained by Taylor-Hobson instru- 
ments. Lenses and optical systems designed and perfected by this same 
Division are known throughout the technical world. 
Many aspects of flight-training are helped by the cinematograph and 
electronic techniques and devices developed by The Rank Organisation. 
Aiding technical development are the Xeronic Computer Output Printers 
ordered for use by The Royal Air Force and the Ministry of Aviation. 
The Man-with-the-Gong, so long associated with your film entertainment, 
is gaining a wider significance in the realms of flight and space travel. 

~ THE RANK ORGANISATION 
37-41 MORTIMER STREET • LONDON Wl • MUSeum 5432 
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The Motor Club began the term by show- 
ing a number of Shell motor racing films 
which covered most aspects of the sport. 
The programmes were chosen to provide 
something for everyone, whether enthusiasts 
of the very latest or the most vintage in 
sports racing machinery. A fair idea of the 
history of motor car racing was gained from 
the "Golden Years" film when the Club 
saw shots of the 1906 Grand Prix, where 
Fiat battled with 10-litre Mercedes. 

On Sunday 11th February, the Club 
staged a Treasure Hunt, an effort being 
made this term to devise a course which 
demanded more Driver/Navigator skill than 
the ability to build daisy chains. Icy roads 
and a bitterly cold day reduced the number 
of entrants to a disappointingly low level, 
and threatened to make certain sections of 
the route too tricky. However, every section 
was included, and all who entered agreed 
upon the success of the tougher rally. Hidden 
controls, unmapped roads, and a ford 

_. were a few of the obstacles involved in 
completing the event. Brilliant displays of 
" controlled " driving were given by Flight 
Cadet " Sideways " Stewart on the down- 
grade braking test, and by Flight Cadet 
Giles, who, despite a lady navigator, man- 
aged to win. 

In view of the popularity of previous 
driving competitions, the Motor Club held 
a Gymkhana on the South Airfield on April 
1st and some considerable tyre burning 
resulted. Once again response to the com- 

petition was poor, but nevertheless some 
inspired car acrobatics took place to the 
enjoyment of all concerned. Eight obstacles 
featured in the event and the marshals 
worked overtime in the blustery conditions 
to keep the cardboard marker boxes from 
taxying right off the dispersal. The time 
taken to complete the events formed the 
system whereby the contest was judged, 
although by far the most points were lost as 
penalties for chosing the wrong route be- 
tween the boxes. 

KARTING 
The Club held meetings every Sunday 

afternoon on South Airfield during the 
Spring term. Regular attenders at these 
meetings numbered about twenty-five. 

During the term, the Club took delivery 
of three new Trokarts and one Fasterkart, 
the latter having a live axle. There is now a 
complement of ten karts. 

The one external race meeting of the term 
was due to be held at Fulbeck. Unfortunately 
it was cancelled because the R.A.C. were 
unable to provide a marshal, this being a 
condition which has to be fulfilled under 
racing rules. It is hoped that the Fulbeck 
meeting will now be held in the Summer 
term. 

Also during the Summer term, the Club 
will take delivery of three new JLO racing 
engines of superior performance to any 
engine currently owned by the Club. 
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OCEAN SAILING 

_, 

Skippers' Course 
A course was run by the R.A.F.S.A. to 

qualify students for the "Inshore Skippers' 
Certificate." The nine members of the 
course, ranging from Group Captains to 
Flight Cadets, assembled on 14th April at 
the R.A.F. Yacht Club, just in time for its 
"Beginning of Season Party," and included 
Flight Cadets McKinley and McGregor. 

In the interests of economy the two junior 
members of the course elected to brave the 
elements overnight and sleep on "Jethou," 
one of the yachts provided for the course. 
The cold northerly gale made less than 
three sleeping bags per man intolerable, 
especially after a wet trip in a half filled 
dinghy at midnight. 

Partly because of the previous party, and 
partly because of the weather, the next day 
was devoted to ground lectures in the best 
traditions of all R.A.F. courses. By Monday 
weather conditions had improved slightly, 
and we at last ventured into Southampton 
Water. After some strenuous sail changing 
and reefing, the crew succeeded in breaking 
the main halyard, leaving everyone under a 
mass of canvas, and the skipper slightly 
dazed. Having repaired this, the afternoon 
was spent amusing an instructor on the 
course, who insisted on flinging boxes over 
the side, and screaming" Man Overboard ! " 
- much to the confusion of the crew and 
skipper. We finally returned to Ramble with 
a simulated engine failure just to add more 
confusion. 

. Tuesday and Wednesday were devoted to 
short trips visiting most harbours of the 
Solent, these being enlivened with further 
simulated emergencies in addition to a real 
one, when a warp fouled the prop. Because 
of fog on Wednesday afternoon real navi- 
gation was necessary and three hours of 
I.F. were logged. 

Thursday, the final day, was spent racing 
round the Prince Consort Buoy and back, 
while the instructors displayed their prowess 
as skippers. With this shining example of 
seamanship before everybody, we could do 
little but accept a final barrage of criticism 
before departing, as inshore skippers, after 
a strenuous but instructive week. 

Photo by Beck en 

Easter Cruises, 1962 
Three cruises were organised in April ; 

one on the yacht "Lady Corrinne" hired, for 
the occasion, complete with skipper, and 
two on the R.A.F.S.A. yacht "Jethou." All 
three cruises managed to reach Cherbourg, 
and " Jethou " also visited the Channel 
Islands. 

"Lady Corrinne," April 14-22 
Flight Cadets Millar, Moore, Mugridge, 

Wakelin and Warner were crew for Mr 
O'Riordan, a sprightly octogenarian. As 
most of the crew were novices, the first two 
days were spent " teaching them the ropes." 
This was followed by a trip across to that 
well known yachtsman's port of call, Cher- 
bourg. After a day's sailing off the French 
coast, ' Lady Corrinne ' returned to Ramble, 
without any wind and under power. A quick 
sail up the Solent to Yarmouth, I.O.W., 
completed a most successful week's cruising. 

Page 163 



LIFE .t\SSUIIANCE 
ITS FUNCTION. The main function of Life Assurance is the protection of present or 
prospective dependants against hardship resulting from your premature death and provision 
for yourself and them in later years if you survive normally. 
INVESTMENT VALUE. Life Assurance, especially Endowment Assurance, is however also 
the best possible long-term investment, because the money is invested wisely, and partly in 
"growth equities," by the Life Assurance Companies and because it is the only form of in- 
vestment subsidised by the Government. The subsidy consists of Income Tax Allowance on 
two-fifths of Premiums. For those liable to Tax at 7s. 9d. in the £ this means 15.5 %- Thus, 
a net outlay of £84 10s. a year provides a premium of £100 a year, which is 18.34 % increase. 
WHEN TO START. The advantages of starting at the earliest date, to the extent which 
you feel you can afford, are : Lower Premiums because the load is spread over more years ; 
More years in which the Sum Assured grows by the addition of Bonuses ; Acceptance without 
extra Premiums on account of ill-health or postings to danger areas (Note-Once a Policy is 
in force, subsequent ill-health or postings do NOT affect it) ; and the factor of" Compulsory 
Saving" which prevents money being frittered away. 
EDUCATION. If you have or plan to have children, l suggest that you should safeguard 
their future. If you agree, I should be glad to discuss your problem and advise you of the best 
action for you to take. 
SELECTION. There is a deal of difference between Companies and between various types 
of Policy. Therefore, do NOT deal directly with any Company or its representatives. You 
need the unbiased advice of a Broker specialising in Service problems. I offer this advice 
without fee or obligation. I am not tied to any Company, and select the most favourable for 
each type of risk. 

INFORMATION REQUIRED. May I suggest you should let me know your date of birth, 
whether married or single, dates of birth and sexes of children, rates of pay and next increase, 
and how much you can afford in addition to any existing outlay. If you have any Policies 
in force, I recommend you to let me inspect them and tell you whether they are good value. 
In any case they may affect the type of new Policy you should consider. With this information, 
I can give you recommendations which you can accept or reject as you please. 
FLYING RISKS. For aircrew, extra Premiums are required, but the net cost is NOT greatly 
increased, because a large part of the extra cost is refunded by the Air Ministry (or Admiralty 
or War Office for Royal Navy and Army). I always give full figures and explanations. 
RETIRED or RETIRING OFFICERS are advised to consult me in regard to House Purchase, 
Investment of Capital, and the advantages of commuting half Retired Pay. 
OTHER INVESTMENTS. The factors affecting the problem include personal preferences 
for high yield, or the hope of capital appreciation ; the degree of risk acceptable ; existing 

~-- investments. I shall be glad to discuss your problem and make recommendations. 
SURTAX and ESTATE DUTY. Suitable action can greatly reduce the burden. If these 
problems are at all large, let me advise you how to increase your net income AND net estate. 
GENERAL INSURANCES. We also arrange Kit, Motor, Winter Sports and all other 
Insurances in the best markets. 

BRIGADIER R. T. WILLIAMS (R. T. WILLIAMS LTD.) 
2, Duke Street, Brighton 

Telephone: Brighton 28181/2 
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" Jethou " 20-27, April 

This cruise was undertaken by an all-cadet 
crew, consisting of Flight Cadets Giles 
(skipper), Jones, Dick, Debenham, Eeles 
and Allison. "Jethou " set sail for the Channel 
Islands on the 20th, but, because of engine 
trouble, spent 36 hours at sea, and arrived 
at St. Peter Port, Guernsey, on Easter Sun- 
day. A couple of days were spent here, in 
glorious semi-tropical weather, and then 
course was set for Cherbourg. The sun 
blazed from a cloudless sky all the time, so 
the trip was made almost entirely under 
power, when the troublesome power-unit 
could be cajoled into action. Consequently 
they established an all-time 'slow speed 
Guernsey-Cherbourg record.' After a day 
in Cherbourg, which included clashing with 
a rival Sandhurst crew on the dodgems, sail 
was set for England, and, after a brief di- 
version to Yarmouth, I.O.W., ·' Jethou" 
was returned to Ramble by a very sunburnt 
crew. 

" Jethou " 27 April, 1 May 

Flight Cadets Jensen, Seyd, Pym and 
Shaw took over "Jethou" straight away, 
keeping Flight Cadet Giles as skipper. As 
time pressed, they set sail at once for Guern- 
sey, which was reached next day after a 
bitterly cold night's sail. While at Guernsey 
the crew visited their yacht's namesake, the 
tiny island of Jethou. Owned by a retired 
Group Captain, this island has unlimited 
opening times ; the crew all considered it 
the nearest thing to Paradise they had come 
across ! Cherbourg was the next port of 
call, but only a brief stay here was possible, 
so " Jethou " set course for Ramble again 
and arrived there on 1st May, after another 
very pleasant cross Channel sail, and the 
crew returned straight to Cranwell. 

ENGINEERING 
During last term plans were completed 

for the building of a hovercraft and some 
preliminary construction work was carried 
out. All materials for the project have been 
donated by the manufacturers to whom 
everyone is extremely grateful. Without 
their enthusiasm and their generosity it 
would have been impossible to embark on 
the project as the necessary funds are not 
available. 

A 500 c.c. B.S.A. twin cylinder motor- 
cycle engine has been donated by B.S.A. 
together with the associated equipment. 
This engine will produce over 30 b.h.p. and 
yet weighs only 100 lbs. Accles and Pollock 
have given all the steel tubing needed for 
the frame and LC.I. have given sheets and 
blocks of Polystrene for the ducting and 
covering. This is an amazingly light yet 
strong material and should be ideal, It is also 
buoyant and waterproof. (It is hoped to use 
the craft over water as well as land). The all- 
up weight should be between 550 and 650 lbs 
and the craft should hover at a height 
of 6 ins. 

The impeller is the only major problem 
remaining. It is becoming evident that the 
only way to obtain one to the specifications 
is to make one ourselves. At first it was 
thought that this would be too difficult a t.. 

Page 165 



task but now, with new ideas on construction, 
it seems feasible. 

Much useful advice has been received 
from R.A.E. Farnborough (who also wind 
tunnel tested a model for us), Saunders-Roe 
Division of Westlands, Vickers-Armstrong 
and Britten-Norman. Two of our members 
have been to the Isle of Wight and visited 
Saunders-Roe and Britten-Norman, where 
they saw their respective craft. We were 
pleased and encouraged to find that many 
of our pet ideas on the subject were borne 
out by their experience. 

MOUNTAINEERING 
The Spring term started badly for the 

Society when the planned trip to Glencoe 
had to be abandoned because the roads, in 
Scotland especially, were impassable with 
snow and ice. Disappointment was complete 
when Flight Lieutenant Adams and Flying 
Officer Plowman, who had travelled to 
Glencoe earlier in the Christmas leave, re- 
turned with glowing accounts of the mag- 
nificent climbing they had done. 

For the first six weeks of the term the 
Society lay dormant, the first awakening 
coming at half term when a party of seven, 
led by the Flight Lieutenant Adams-Flying 
Officer Plowman team went to North Wales. 
In this party was the first member of the 
Station to take part in our activities - 
Sergeant Hextall. The party stayed at a 
cottage in the Llanberis Pass just below 
Snowdon and, in two groups, first sallied 
forth on the Saturday morning to climb 
Snowdon by two routes. The first party - 
Flight Lieutenant Adams, Flying Officer 
Plowman, Hoare and Thomstone took a 
route up Cwm Glas, made the most of a 
scramble up the southern side of Cyn Las 
and continued up Clogwen-y-Person to the 

_, top of Snowdon. They then descended by 
the P.Y.G. track to Pen-y-Pas where they 
met tbe second party - Adcock, Lanigan 
and Sergeant Hextall, who had climbed 
Snowdon via Crib Goch, then around to 
Lliwedd, an 800 foot cliff, thus completing 
the Snowdon Horseshoe. 

The two parties then journeyed back to 
the cottage where they changed before 
dashing down to the regular ' Saturday 
Night Hop' at the Swallow Falls Hotel, 
Bettws-y-Coed. 

It was a somewhat bleary-eyed group 
that set out the following morning for the 
regular climbing area at Idwal Slabs. On the 
way up Cwm ldwal a few practice climbs 
were sought and the ' Gully and Slab ' and 
' Seniors Route' on Clogwyn-y-Bustach 
chosen. These involved about 200 ft. of 
climbing graded as 'difficult.' After this 
' warming up ' they continued up to the 
' Slabs ' where the ' Ordinary Route ' was 
to be climbed and as the party was now 
fully confident of its abilities it was decided 
to do this 470 foot ' moderately difficult ' 
climb unroped, roping up only for the 
rather exposed exit onto a ledge. 

From this ledge they contoured left, 
around into the 'Nameless Cwrn,' then 
took the very exposed route up the 'Cnie- 
fion Arrete ' (Nameless Arrete)' to the top 
of the ' Grybin Ridge.' By this time it was ~- 
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getting late and so the easy route off, via 
Llyn Bochlwyd, was taken. 

Over the Sunday night there was a fairly 
heavy fall of snow and next morning the 
party set out to climb Tryfan in fairly Alpine 
conditions. The route chosen was the north 
ridge, normally a moderate scramble but 
made more difficult by the snow and ice 
lying in the hand and foot-holds. On the 
way several ' boulder problems' were 
singled out and climbed. 
The top was reached with little difficulty and 
the ' descent ' which was mostly done on the 
seat, went via Bwlch Tryfan and the Ogwen 
back to the minibus which was waiting to 
return the group to Cranwell. 

The next meet was on 25th March, when 
a party of ten, led once more by Flight 
Lieutenant Adams and Flying Officer Plow- 
man, set off in fairly good weather for 
Stanage Edge. On arrival, however, a blizzard 
was blowing, winds of gale force blowing 
snow, sleet and hail up the face, making it 
impossible for anyone at the top of the face 
to look over to give advice to a climber on 
his way up. Despite this some climbs of a 
fairly high standard were done before the 
party was lashed into submission and forced 
to return ' home.' 

The following Sunday, 1st April, a party 
of 8, led by Flight Lieutenant Adams, set 
off for Derbyshire once more, this time to 
Froggatt Edge where they met rather 
better weather and some good climbs were 
done, among which was 'Swimmers' Chim- 
ney,' graded as ' very difficult' consisting of 
a prolonged chimney with a very tricky exit. 
This was climbed by Cox and Newall. 
Another notable climb done was ' Diamond 
Crack ' which most of the more experienced 
climbers did after seeing one member ' peel 
off' on it. The last climb up this crack was 
finished under the onslaught of a sudden 
hailstorm which effectively curtailed pro- 
ceedings for the afternoon only slightly 
earlier than we should have wished. 

The trip to Skye, arranged for the Easter 
leave, had to be cancelled as there was no 
driver available for the minibus. However, 
three small parties climbed in the Lake 
District, South Wales and Cornwall, these 
last two being more or less experiments as 
these are practically new areas for the 
Society. 

It is pleasing to see the increasing mem- 
bership of the Society, and the increasingly 
high standard of climbing in the Society in 
general. The Society has a full programme 
of events for the Summer term, and has 
obtained some climbing films which will be 
shown during the term. 

DEBATING 
During the term there were three debates 

of an informal nature, all of which, despite 
poor attendances, were of a high standard. 
There are half a dozen speakers of reasonable 
ability in the College at present, more for 
their humour however than for any moving 
speeches. 

The first debate, " If London is not 
burning, it should be,'' was defeated, after 
turning into a battle between Londoners 
and the London area against the rest. The 
two main speakers from the Junior Mess 
spoke particularly well in this debate. 

The second debate was "Top People are 
behind the Times." This was again defeated 
after taking an unexpected turn, the motion 
being interpreted as meaning that Top 
People support the times by putting their 
weight behind all that is done in modern 
times. 

The third debate, "Anger is Essential in 
any Age" was victorious. Each debate was 
followed by coffee and conversation of 
unusually high intellectual standard. All 
three debates were extremely entertaining, 
and the cadets who have not attended so 
far are missing something highly enjoyable. 

The Society also continued with its visits 
to Cambridge University. These appear to 
be popular and are certainly worthwhile. 

GLIDING 
The Spring Term never produces ideal 

gliding weather, but it does sort the en- 
thusiasts out of the mass. It is also a very 
useful period for circuit training for be- 
ginners. This has meant that at the time of 
going to press there are only a handful of 
cadets still to go solo, so that any warm 
weather should give some ' C ' certificates, 
and possibly Silver ' C.' The latter is a little 
doubtful as we do not have the use of the 
Olympia which needs a recover. r.. 
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r For this reason the section was forced to 
hire a glider from Swinderby for the Easter 
camp, who nobly let us have a very good 
Olympia at cheap rates. 

The section is doing a lot of gliding, but 
is continually being held back by obsolete 
and . inefficient equipment, and a grave 
shortage of maintenance staff. The section 
are very grateful to Flight Sergeant Davies, 
Sergeant Papworth and Sergeant Bullock 
for all their efforts. 

Flight Lieutenant Boyce and Flight 
Lieutenant Adams spent much of their time 
towing us in the Chipmunk, and Flight 
Lieutenant Johnson has raised the gliding 
section to a standard which it would be hard 
to exceed with our present equipment. 

DINGHY SAILING 
During the Easter term there was no 

sailing, but the section busied itself with the 
maintenance of the six ' Firefly ' dinghies. 
This has progressed well, and they will be 
taken to the sailing centre at Newark during 
the first week of the Summer term. They 
were resprayed in the Cadet Instructional 
Workshops, and the rest of the fitting-out 
was done by the club members on Sundays. 
An encouraging number of cadets want to 
sail this season, and sailing will take place 
on every Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
of the Summer term. A full match programme 
has been arranged and a good season is 
expected. It includes fixtures against Welbeck, 
Shawbury, Dartmouth, Sandhurst and Lon- 
don University, culminating in the inter- 
squadron races in July. The Section will also 
participate in the Universities and Schools 
Championships on the Clyde in August, 
sailing ' Dragons ' from the Mudhook 
Yacht Club. 

RIDING 
Throughout the spring term the riding 

facilities proved to be unsatisfactory. The 
times when cadets could ride were once 
again limited to Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons and P.S. periods of which 
there were very few available. As before 
there were only two horses available for 
cadets' use, and since these also had to be 
shared by Mr. Edgeley's other clients they 
were therefore not always free for cadets to 

use. However it is hoped that this state of 
affairs has now been remedied. 

During the term there were a series of 
conferences about the riding facilities at the 
College. The College is to purchase solely 
for cadets' use two horses which are to be 
cared for by Mr Edgeley. Tack for these 
horses is to be lent by the R.A.F. Equitation 
Association. The purchase of these two 
horses means that cadets will be able to ride 
at any time they want to, including the 
evenings after tea. If enough interest is 
shown in riding, Flight Lieutenant Martin, 
the guiding officer, hopes to be able to 
reintroduce riding as a Chimay sport and 
therefore make riders eligible for" Colours." 
It is also hoped that the College will be able 
to enter riding teams in local riding com- 
petitions. 

FILM 
During the Spring term the College Film 

Society continued to hold its weekly meetings 
which were warmly received by cadets, 
although some attendances towards the 
latter part of the term were rather low. lt is 
difficult to cater for all tastes and there are 
some who are bound to be disappointed. 
There was a varied selection during this 
term, all very interesting and some contro- 
versial. 

The term began with the Marx Brothers' 
film "A Day at the Races." This film was 
received as expected, but many cadets are of 
the opinion that once seen, a Marx film is 
the same as those that follow or those that 
went before. It was followed by the French 
film, "Les Quatre Cents Coups." This film 
was directed by Francois Truffant, one of 
the leading French directors and a foremost 
agitator in the Nouvelle Vague movement 
in the cinema today. With this film was 
shown a contemporary cartoon, " The Little 
Island." Its interest and importance lie 
chiefly in its unusual approach. Its director, 
Richard Williams, together with his staff 
have evolved a ' primitive ' method of car- 
toon making which scorns the painstaking 
technique of Walt Disney. 

"The Savage Eye," which was to have 
been shown next in sequence did not arrive 
on time and so a makeshift programme was 
devised. This included, "The Captain's 
Paradise," with Alec Guinness, and Chaplin's 
masterpiece, "The Kid." "Cat on a Hot 
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Tin Roof" drew in the crowds and was well 
received. Some may have found it depressing 
but Tennessee Williams so often has such 
an effect. 

The much awaited "Eroica" was shown 
next and to some may have proved a dis- 
appointment. The film was inspired by the 
Polish crisis of 1956 and its director, Andrzej 
Munk who saw the crisis, observed his 
people acting with courage and self-dis- 
cipline and depicted a new conception of 
heroism by killing the myth of romantic 
and individual heroism associated with the 
old Poland. With " Eroica," was shown 
another Polish film, " Two Men and a 
Wardrobe." It had a message undoubtedly 
but it was up to the individual to decide what 
it may have been. 

With "The World of Apu," a film from 
' new ' India, was " The Running Jumping 
and Standing Still Film," the Goon's famous 
comedy. There followed an all French 
programme, " Summer Manoeuvres " and 
"The Crimson Curtain." One is a delectable 
comedy and the other a strange and poignant 
love story with a somewhat surprising end. 
The following two weeks gave everyone 
their fill of Marlon Brando. A turbulent and 
touchy character he may be, but very defi- 
nitely a fine actor as was illustrated in 
" Julius Caesar " and " Viva Zapata." The 
final programme showed Albert Finney and 
Shirley Ann Field in " Saturday Night and 
Sunday Morning," a film that was said to 
herald a new British Cinema. 

With the coming of the Summer term 
there is difficulty in maintaining the numbers 
who attend the Society, but it is hoped that 
with meetings held every two weeks and 
double features, attendances will not drop 
and the Society will continue to be the only 
one in Britain that meets during the Summer. 

SKI-ING 
-· Scotland 

A party of one officer and nine cadets was 
flown to Kinloss by the Navigation Squadron 
to ski in Scotland at half term. At A viemore, 
better known to the College as a survival 
camp area than a ski-resort, the party was 
joined by Pilot Officer Conran-Smith, late 
of 80 Entry, and a small party from Edin- 
burgh University. The airlift made ski-ing 
possible on the Friday afternoon. The new 
Cairngorm chairlift was put to good use and 
everyone ski-ed on the open slopes above, 

where there was also a short rope-tow lift. 
In the evening, descent could be made either 
by the chairlift or down a terrifyingly steep 
and icy run known as the "White Lady." 
This three of the braver attempted, with 
success if without dignity. On the Saturday 
evening the same performance resulted in a 
broken pair of skis in full view of the un- 
sympathetic on the chair lift ! The weather 
was excellent at first, but rather windy on the 
Sunday, and a reluctant party caught the 
train on Monday to a flat, but equally cold, 
Lincolnshire. 
Colorado Springs 

An interlude in the Senior Entry's visit to 
the U.S.A.F. Academy was a day's ski-ing 
at Winter Park in the Rockies. Two races 
were organised, a Giant Slalom and a Min- 
iature Slalom. The course for the Giant 
Slalom was very steep and fast and the 
constant practice of the Americans enabled 
them to take the first three places. The 
mainstays of the team, Dick, Pile, Shaw, and 
the captain, R. B. Thomson, acquitted 
themselves with vigour, but were lacking in 
skill. Dick's performance was polished and 
he finished a very creditable second on a 
tricky course in the second race. 

In Europe a swiftly approaching skier 
shouts "Achtung ! ", but in America he 
shouts " Track ! ". This led to some con- 
fusion on the more crowded runs, but no 
accidents occurred. Down below several 
cadets (were ski-ing for the first time, in- 
cluding McCarthy and Harding) and several 
converts were made. 

WATER SKI-ING 
The water ski-ing section has been formed 

using a 13.6 foot speed boat" Sea-Swallow." 
Powered by a 40 h.p. Perkins outboard, 
giving a speed of 30 knots, it can tow two 
ski-ers. The section is well equipped, as two 
sets of skis and other equipment have been 
obtained. The section also has the excellent 
hydroplane " Corsair " which, refitted, will 
be used for racing. " Corsair " was once a 
speed record holder. Many cadets are show- 
ing a keen interest in the sport, and there 
is now ski-ing on Tattershall Gravel Pits, 
used exclusively by the Lincolnshire Speed- 
boat Club to which the section is affiliated. 
At present ski-ing takes place on weekend 
afternoons and convenient evenings ; in 
addition the section hopes to spend some 
weekends sea-water ski-ing at Strubby. 
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MAE WEST - OR MILLSTONE? 
Service life brings special problems of insurance. We made mistakes ourselves 
- once. Years later we wished we had had us to consult then ! However, 
our experience is at your disposal now, and we invite you to help yourself. 
Write, or ring and reverse the charges, either to:- 

Gp. Capt. M. DUKE-\\'OOLLEY or Wg. Cdr. R. J. BURROUGH 
D.S.O., D.F.C. 

Diplands, Dorney Reach 
Taplow, Bucks 

Maidenhead 1393 

D.F.C. 

The Smithy, Farnborough 
Wantage, Berks 

Chaddleworth 228 

THINK AND THWIM 

NElVARK LAUNDRY Co. Ltd. 

Don't Forget 
to send 

Your ~leaning 
to us with 

Your Laundry 
Cheaper rates for Service work 

* 
Telephone. Newark 183 

THE MOST FAMOUS 

SERVICE NAMES OF ALL NATIONALITIES 

HAVE PASSED, AND WILL PASS 

THROUGH THE DOORS OF 

Cranwell 
Post Office and Store 

EST ABL!SHED 1916 

AND WE CONTINUE TO SERVE 

Stanley Robinson 
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BASKETBALL RESULTS 

The final game of the season, a decisive victory 
against Leicester University, set the seal on a success- 
ful season for the Basketball Team. The nucleus of 
last year's team remained, together with some promising 
newcomers, as well as the excellent coaching services 
of Sergeant Hextall. His coaching and enthusiasm 
have been invaluable throughout the last two terms. 

Laurenson was Captain until his departure from 
the College in December, and was succeeded by 
Pym ; the Vice-Captain was Malhas, and Cousins 
was elected Secretary. The annual match against 
Sandhurst was unfortunately cancelled. It had been 
hoped to complete the hat-trick against the three 
main opponents, the team having defeated both 
Dartmouth and Henlow. Under the able captaincy 
of Pym, the teamwork of the Basketball Team 
reached a very high standard, but particular credit 
must go to Malhas in attack, and Crook for holding 
the defence. 

Full Colours were awarded to Adcock, Nottingham 
Pym, Crook and Malhas. 

SOCCER 
The College Soccer teams have all had a very 

successful season. 
The first team has done particularly well. The 

most notable of its successes were the defeat of 
United Hospitals, which took it into the Semi-Final 
of the Argonaut Cup, when it lost to Cambridge 
University Falcons, and the victories over Dart- 
mouth, Henlow and Sandhurst. 

The second team, although it had to supply the 
first eleven with several of its regular players, has 
played well, with an often ill-balanced team. 

The third eleven has provided an excellent oppor- 
tunity to enable the less talented, but very keen 
footballers to enjoy competitive games in the Inter- 
Section League. 

Throughout all the teams the spirit has been ex- 
cellent, which, added to fitness and ability, has made 
the J 961-62 season a very good one for all concerned. 

R.A.F. COLLEGE versus B.R.N.C. DARTMOUTH 
Having beaten Dartmouth 9-1 last year, the First 

team was confident of another victory. But their 
confidence was dampened when, on the morning of 
the match, it was seen that three inches of snow 
covered the ground. Under the supervision of Flight 
Lieutenant Mills most of the College turned out with 
shovels and brooms and had the pitch cleared by 
noon - a remarkable effort and all members of the 
team wish to express their thanks for this work. 

The match started in bright sunshine with a large 
crowd assembled on the touchline. In the early 
exchanges the College took a long time to settle down, 
and had several narrow escapes from Dartmouth's 
speedy winger shooting on the run. 

Haddock opened the scoring for the College and 
followed with another quick goal. Just before half 
time Malhas made it three goals to nil. After half 
time it was Dartmouth's turn to attack which they 
did, scoring three goals in the space of twenty min- 
utes. However, the College managed to scrape a 
victory through a final goal by Nicolle making the 
score 4-3. It was not one of the College First team's 
best games, possibly because nine out of the eleven 
players had been clearing snow in the morning. 

Played 
1st 24 
2nd 24 
3rd 24 

Won 
18 
19 
15 

Lost 
5 
5 
9 

Drawn 
1 
0 
0 

CROSS-COUNTRY 
The cross-country team ran in four races, of which 

two were championship races with a large number 
of teams competing. 

The greatest achievement of the term was the 
defeat of the R.A.F. Technical Cadets. This race was 
run over a rather muddy and sometimes awkward 
course at Henlow. The whole team ran extremely 
well, which was rather surprising after the guest 
night, and the score of 46-90 in favour of the College 
was thoroughly deserved. 

In the Queen Mary College Championship Race 
run at Coxtie Green, Essex,over a 7½ mile course, the 
team came J 3th out of 18 teams. The length of the 
course and the rather difficult ground covered con- 
stituted a severe challenge to the team and the result 
was as expected. A new venture this year was the 
University College Invitation Race run on Hampstead 
Heath in London. As with most of these large races 
the teams were widely varying in ability and our 
placing of 13th was entirely satisfactory. 

What is now rapidly becoming an annual event 
was the race against Milocarian Athletic Club, an 
all-services officers' club. This was run over the home 
ground in warmish conditions. Cox was the first 
Cranwell runner home with a creditable time of 
27 minutes 59 seconds in 5th place. The score was 
23-55 in favour of the visitors. 

The only other race of the term was a triangular 
one run at Cranwell against Imperial College and 
Spalding Athletic Club. Morrison ran well and came 
in third. Imperial College won the race with a good 
margin over the College. 

The team ran well throughout the term but a 
slightly higher placing all-round is hoped for next 
year. 

SQUASH 
The 1961-62 season has been the most successful 

in the history of the College with twenty matches 
won and two lost. This is the culmination of three 
year's training and team building for the College's 
Squash team. 

The College swept the board against B.R.N.C. 
Dartmouth, but unfortunately the match with R.M.A. 
Sandhurst had to be cancelled as they had an out- 
break of German measles. This was a disappointment 
as Sandhurst had only beaten Dartmouth by 3-2, 
which left the odds strongly in the College's favour. 

The match with Peterborough S.R.C. proved to be 
an excellent fixture and the College had to fight to 
the last game to win 3-2. Nottingham University, 
runners-up in the U.A.U. Championships, were 
beaten 4- l. The best win of the season was over Guy's 
Hospital, who always produce an experienced and 
well balanced side. 

Abbeydale S.R.C., beaten last year, had a very 
strong team. The College took a little too long to 
settle down and lost 2-3. It was unfortunate that the 
match against such a distinguished club as the Jesters 
had to be at the end of the season, when they taught 
the College so much about Squash. The Officers' 
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Squadron Leader A. D. R. Dawes, K. G. Lilley, H. V. Seyd, M. G. Christy 
R. A. F. Wilson ( Captain), B. A. Bliss 

-~- 

team, Inter-Station Champions, proved an uncrack- 
~ble nut throughout, but the College team would 
like to thank them for the valuable competition they 
afforded. 

Bliss has improved tremendously and became the 
first Cran well _cadet to win theR.A.F. Under-Twenty- 
Fives Championship. Wilson, the Captain, has had 
a go_od season and improved his game greatly with 
Hanif Kahn_'s coaching. Seyd has been finding a good 
length consistently and the cold courts have suited 
his fast game. Lilley has continued to baffle his 
opponents with his unorthodox style, and Jost only 
one match. The newcomer to the team Christy 
proved his strength at five and he augurs w'eu for th~ 
future of College Squash. 

The Second Five had nine wins and four defeats. 
The Pakistanis, Pervez and Sultan, were the backbone 
of the team, ably supported by O'Brien and Rolfe. 
All the local Universities were beaten. 

For the first time the College has been able to 
send three players each week to Nottingham S.R.C. 
for coaching by Hanif Kahn. This has proved to be 
very useful and has helped greatly towards the 
College's success. 

RESULTS 
Wimbledon S.R.C. 
Imperial College London 
Loughborough Colleges 
Nottingham S.R.C. 
Gresham's School 
Sheffield University 
Leicester University 
Nottingham University 
Tonbridge School 
Leicester University 
Gresham's School 
K.C.S. Wimbledon 
Peterborough S.R.C. 
Nottingham S.R.C. 
Nottingham Univesrity 
Abbeydale S.R.C. 
Loughborough Colleges 
B.R.N.C. Dartmouth 
Guy's Hospital 
Sheffield University 
R.N.C. Greenwich 
Jesters 

1st V - Played 22, Won 20, Lost 2. 
2nd V- Played 13, Won 9, Lost 4. 

Won 3-2 
Won 4-1 
Won 4-1 
Won 4-1 
Won 5-0 
Won 5-0 
Won 5-0 
Won 4-1 
Won 5-0 
Won 4-1 
Won 4-1 
Won 5-0 
Won 3-2 
Won 5-0 
Won 4-1 
Lost 2-3 
Won 5-0 
Won 5-0 
Won 4-1 
Won 4-1 
Won 5-0 
Lost 1-4 
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NEW EUP BOOKS 
Elements of Dynamic Meteorology 

A.H. Gordon, M.Sc., Principal Scientific Officer, 
Meteorological Office, Air Ministry. 
"The text is well produced and clearly written and 
the book will undoubtedly become a standard 
introductory work in this country." The Times 
Educational Supplement 25/- net 

An Introduction to 
Computational Methods 

K. A. Redish. B.Sc., Lecturer i11 Computational 
Methods, Department of Mathematical Physics, 
University of Birmingham. 
"This book will prove a worthwhile addition to 
the library and ideally recommends itself as a 
suitable textbook for students persuing initial 
courses in numerical analysis." David J. Evans, 
M.Sc., Ph.D., in The New Scientist 30/- net 

Physics for Electrical 
Engineers 

Professor W. P. Jolly, B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E., Assistant 
Professor of Physics and Electrical Engineering, 
Royal Naval College, Greenwich. 
"The aim of this book is to meet the requirements 
of the engineering physics examination of the 
I.E.E. The choice of material is such that it will 
prove a valuable guide to students reading for both 
the diploma in technology and the H.N.D. in 
electrical engineering. The style is concise and 
very readable." Technology 21/- net 

Mathematical Methods for 
Technologists 

Margaret Strain, M.A., Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of Mathematics, College of Advanced 
Technology, Birmingham. 
"The engineering and science student (Dip. Tech. 
or Degree) will find this well written book extremely 
useful." The Technical Journal 50/- net 

Differential Equations for 
Engineers and Scientists 

C. J. Tranter, O.B.E., M.A., D.Sc., Bashforth 
Professor of Mathematical Physics, Royal Military 
College of Science, Shrivenham, and C. G. Lambe, 
B.A., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Mathematics, 
Royal Military College of Science, Shriven/Jam. 
"The material which is based on the needs of the 
engineer and scientist reading for a first degree, is 
presented clearly and concisely." The Engineer 

30/- net 

THE ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES PRESS 
102 Newgate Street, London, E.C.1. 

A Brass Hat at 55? Could be but 

you won,t find it on a tree. 

will you find money growing on trees 

Nor 

if you retire at 55. 

BUT MONEY GROWS OVERLEAF 
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HOCKEY 
It would be inaccurate to call this season's hockey 

anything other than disappointing. There has been 
an improvement in the standard of play, thanks to 
several very good coaching weekends, but results 
have been very poor. This year the team was a lot 
stronger, on paper, than in previous seasons and 
hopes for a successful season were high. Despite 
disappointments the hockey has been enjoyable, 
played on firm pitches in fair hockey weather. 
1st XI 

The team has remained almost unchanged through- 
out the season. The forward line had a lot of hard- 
hitting potential; Reynolds and Ross on the left 
wing combined very well at times, and created many 
opportunities for Christie-Miller. He has only re- 
cently taken to College hockey and has enjoyed a 
good season playing with great verve and determin- 
ation. At times it was a pleasure to watch the ball 
being swung across the line and at the same time 
disappointing to see individual runs break down 
through lack of co-ordination at the vital moment. 
Too often the forwards would over-run the ball and 
get themselves muddled. At half back a newcomer, 
Willman, proved himself to be a player capable of 
good defence and attack, but he has a tendency to be 
slow to pass the ball. He corrected this fault as the 
season drew to a close. Junor captained the team 
from centre-half, co-ordinating the College play 
from this position. Another newcomer was Milsom 
at right back. Once he had settled in the team he 
proved to be a quick-thinking and very able back. 

R.A.F. COLLEGE versus B.R.N.C. DARTMOUTH 
With snow on the pitch at Cranwell this match had 

to be postponed. The team was, however, lucky 
enough to be able to fly to Dartmouth at a later date 
and play the match. The College started in grand 
style and the ball was moved swiftly round the very 
fine pitch. The forwards harassed the Dartmouth 
defence and the half backs had a field day collecting 
stray hits from the hurried clearances. But when the 
Dartmouth team scored the College lost heart and 
lapsed into a worrying defensive game and lost the 
spirit of attack. The game ended with Dartmouth 
pressing hard and scoring a convincing win. 
2nd XI 

The 2nd XI have had a successful season. Cap- 
tained by C. J. Thomson, they have won half their 
matches. One match that can be remembered above 
the others was against the Station XI. With an ex- 
perienced and accomplished team as opponents the 
team enjoyed a fine afternoon's hockey before losing 
2-3. Griffiths has provided a lot of punch to the 

-- forward line and Larbey developed into a plucky and 
able goalkeeper. Ives, an 'inter-squadron ' find, 
proved to be a good centre-half for the last half of 
the season. 

RESULTS 
1st XI Played 15, Won 4, Drawn 2, Lost 9. 
2nd xr Played 10, Won 5, Drawn I, Lost 4. 

RUGBY 
During the Spring term, the College Rugby teams 

once again had a fairly full fixture list and efforts 
were made to build up a side for next season. The 
term started off, as usual, with vigorous training both 
on the field and in the gymnasium. The traditional 

game against R.A.F. Cranwell was lost, and this was 
followed by games against the Cambridge University 
60 Club and Bedford Wanderers, both of which 
proved too strong for the relatively inexperienced 
College side. 

As is usual during this term, matches were played 
mainly against local teams such as Grimsby, Kest- 
even, Loughborough College of Technology and 
Sheffield University. 

During half term, the College 1st XV played a 
match against the 2nd T.A.F. Officers' XV at Gutter- 
sloh and, after a spirited and very entertaining game, 
were defeated. 

Towards the end of term, the College team played 
against the Ecole de l'Air team and lost 0-3. On a day 
which was ideal for open, fast rugby, both sides 
showed a lot of zest, mainly amongst the forwards, 
where both packs were evenly matched. 

Special mention must be made at this point of 
McCarthy, who represented the Royal Air Force 
on several occasions, including matches against both 
the Army and the Navy in the Inter-Services Cham- 
pionship. 

Team 
1st XV 
2nd XV 
3rd XV 

Played 
13 
11 
6 

RESULTS 

Won 
4 
7 
2 

Lost 
8 
4 
4 

Drawn 
l 
0 
0 

Points 
For Against 

76 189 
143 64 
38 94 

MODERN PENTATHLON 
The aftermath of the Christmas festivities always 

lies heavily on the athlete. The pentathlete is no 
exception - in fact for him it is five times as bad ! 
The start of the term found the team very unfit, but 
as the fixtures were not until late in the term, this was 
not too much of a handicap. Initial training was 
tortuous, especially the running, but gradually, the 
roughness was smoothed away and the team reached 
the required standard of fitness. 

The fixture list for the Spring term was short : 
only four matches. Very disappointingly, three of 
the matches were called off by the opponents, and 
the only match which took place was against Whit- 
gift College. The Cranwell team was beaten by a 
narrow margin. Whitgift were very eager about 
having a return fixture, which has been arranged for 
the Summer term. 

Several administrative changes took place during 
the term. Fitzpatrick became Vice-Captain and 
Presland took over as Secretary. Sturt remains as 
Captain and the pentathletes look forward to the 
coming term under his leadership. 

SHOOTING 
The Spring term is always a quiet one for shooting, 

.22 being a major sport in the Autumn Term, and by 
January the full bore season is in view again. Because 
of the lull and the pressure of other sports, we have 
usually found ourselves short of a full team. The 
tail of keen but less experienced shots did not always 
make those last few points to win the match. Some 
of these juniors are potentially good shots and they 
must not be allowed to lose interest through lack of 
opportunity to prove themselves. 

The .22 indoor range has at last been recognised as 
inadequate, and plans are going ahead to drag the 
team out of the cosy dark range into the light where 

Page 181 






























































































































































