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College 
Notes 

A congratulatory message was sent by the College to 
the Commandant-in-Chief on the occasion of the birth 
of her son. Her Majesty most graciously replied 
by telegram as follows :- 

" I and my husband thank your officers, flight 
cadets and airmen of the R.A.F. College Cranwell 
most sincerely for your kind congratulations on 
the birth of our son." 

Elizabeth R 
Commandant-in-Chief. 
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At the beginning of the Autumn Term there were 289 cadets on 
roll at the College. They comprised 223 pilots, 23 navigators, 28 
Equipment, 13 Secretarial, and 2 R.A.F. Regiment cadets. There 
was no new entry in January 1964, No. 90 Entry arriving in April. 

At the beginning of the Spring Term there were 251 cadets on 
roll, comprising 196 pilots, 19 navigators, 23 Equipment, 11 Sec- 
retarial, and 2 R.A.F. Regiment cadets. 

On 5th February 1964, the Royal Air Force College celebrated 
the 44th anniversary of its foundation, and a special Service of 
Thanksgiving and Intercession was held in the Chapel of St. 
Michael and All Angels. On the previous Sunday, the Queen's 
Colour of the Royal Air Force College had been paraded to Church 
for a Thanksgiving Service conducted by the Lord Bishop of Maid- 
stone and Bishop to the Forces, the Right Reverend Stanley Betts, 
M.A. This anniversary had a special significance, for it seemed to 
mark the end of the old Cranwell and the beginning of the new. 
The familiar three-term system was to give way to two 20 week 
terms a year beginning in April 1964, and the next 18 months 
would see the introduction of a new syllabus of training and the 
arrival of the Technical College from Henlow. 

Though the more senior members of the staff had been involved 
in the planning for these coming events, officers of the junior and 
middle ranks had so far had little opportunity to consider the many 
problems involved. To put everybody fully in the picture and to 
facilitate an exchange of ideas, the Commandant called a staff 
conference in the Whittle Hall on Tuesday, 7th January 1964. The 
aim of the conference was to discuss aspects of the Cranwell - 
Henlow merger and the proposed syllabus changes. All officers and 
civilians of officer rank attended. Group Captain J. A. R. M. Reid, 
Wing Commander W. S. Tew and Wing Commander T. R. Harris, 
O.B.E., from the R.A.F. Technical College, Henlow were also 
present. 

After a short introduction by the Commandant, the Station 
Commander, the Assistant Commandant, and the Director of 
Studies, assisted by their staffs, each gave a short presentation on 
the new syllabus and its implications. After a break for coffee in the 
College, Wing Commander Tew gave a lecture on the. task of the 
R.A.F. Technical College. 
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The last hour of the morning was devoted to a presentation by 
Squadron Leader P. B. MacCorkindale, the Plans Officer for the 
Cranwell - Henlow merger, on the amalgamation programme. An 
article based on this talk will be found elsewhere in The Journal. 

After lunch in the College, the conference reassembled in the 
Whittle Hall for the discussion period, which was chaired by the 
Commandant. A variety of subjects, ranging from flight cadets' 
private study periods to sports facilities, was discussed. The con- 
ference adjourned at 1630 hours, having fully achieved its purpose : 
all who attended left the Whittle Hall fully aware of the problems 
facing themselves and others in instituting a workable two-term 
system with a revised syllabus, and in accomplishing a smooth and 
efficient merger. 

~~ 
The Queen's Colour was paraded on four occasions during the 

Autumn Term. On 15th September 1963, the Colour was handed 
over to ' A ' Squadron after the Battle of Britain Church Parade. 
The Colour was paraded on the Remembrance Day Service on 10th 
November, and on the Passing Out Parade of No. 84 Entry on 17th 
December, 1963. 

General Rouquette, Commandant of L'Eco/e de L'Air, Salon, inspects the Parade 



During the Spring Term the Queen's Colour was first paraded on 
2nd February 1964, at the Founder's Day Church Parade. At the 
Commandant's Parade on 7th March, the Colour was handed from 
'A' to 'B' Squadron and the salute taken by General Rouquette, 
Commandant of L'Ecole de L' Air. The final parade of the Queen's 
Colour was on 11th March 1964, to mark the birth of a son to Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

It was another successful season for College sport. In the annual 
fixtures with the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst and the Brit- 
annia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, the College won both 
basketball and shooting matches and the soccer match against 
Sandhurst. The rugby, soccer and cross-country teams won their 
matches against the Royal Air Force Technical College, Henlow. 

The record for the inter-College road relay race of 82 miles from 
Cranwell to Henlow was broken when ten runners from the College 
carried the baton in relays over the distance in the excellent time of 
7 hours, 5 minutes. 

The Basketball team has had a good season, which included a 
visit to Germany. The rugby teams' visit to Guernsey resulted in 
victories for both first and second teams over Guernsey R.F.C. 
Two soccer matches were played against youth professional teams 
- though they were both lost, these fixtures gave the team some 
very valuable experience. 

The hockey team produced a better overall standard of play this 
season. Two important victories were those against a B.A.O.R. 
team (during a tour of Germany) and against a Flying Training 
Command officers' team. 

Among several notable individual achievements was the selection 
of two cadets to represent Flying Training Command in the Royal 
Air Force Swimming Championships. 

Group Captain A. C. Deere, D.S.O., O.B.E., D.F.C., and Bar, 
A.D.C., who has been Assistant Commandant of the Royal Air 
Force College for the past year, became Air Officer Commanding 
No. 12 (East Anglian) Sector, R.A.F. Fighter Command in March 
1964 with the acting rank of Air Commodore. 

Those of us who were fortunate enough to serve at the College 
during Air Commodore Deere's short stint as Assistant Command- 
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ant will not forget. It seemed no coincidence that his tour overlapped 
that of his fellow countrymen, the All Blacks. Their respective tours 
had much in common. 

We wish him and his charming wife and family, good rugby, good 
bridge and good fortune. 

Group Captain G. C. Lamb, A.F.C. 

The new Assistant Commandant of the R.A.F. College is Group 
Captain G. C. Lamb, A.F.C., previously Deputy Director of Ad- 
ministrative Plans, Air Ministry. He joined theR.A.F. in 1941, trained 
in Canada, and for 10 years served in Flying Training and Transport 
Commands. On the re-opening of the R.A.F. College after the war 
he became assistant Chief Flying Instructor. He was awarded the 
A.F.C. in 1947 whilst at the Empire Central Flying School. In 1948-49 
he was in No. 47 Squadron, flying Hastings on the Berlin Air Lift. 
After service in Egypt and at the Air Ministry, he attended No. 15 
Course at the R.A.F. Flying College prior to commanding No. 87 
Squadron (Javelins) at R.A.F. Bruggen, Germany. 

Group Captain Lamb has represented Flying Training and Trans- 
port Commands at rugby, and was secretary of the R.A.F. Rugby 
Union for 1954-58. He is currently an active member of the first- 
class panel of the London Society of Rugby Union Referees. 

The Journal extends its welcome to him and his family and hopes 
they will enjoy their stay at CranwelJ. 
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On Sunday 8th December 1963, the Reverend T. R. Quin 
preached his last sermon in St. Michael's Church and took leave of 
the College after more than three years as Senior Chaplain. Padre 
Quin arrived at Cranwell in September 1960, in succession to the 
Reverend Ashton, at the beginning of a memorable period in the 
history of the Church of England at Cranwell. He was intimately 
concerned with the building of the new church of St. Michael's, and 
watched its progress from foundation stone to dedication by the 
Lord Bishop of Lincoln on 1st June 1962. 

He will be especially remembered for his sincerity, his dedicated 
approach to his job and his attention to detail. He maintained a keen 
and active interest in the life of the College, and supported all cadet 
functions. He was a familiar figure on the touch line ; his enthusi- 
astic support for the rugby team on one memorable occasion almost 
resulted in the postponement of a wedding ceremony. Many of the 
staff and flight cadets at Cranwell have experienced his warm friend- 
ship and his understanding of their problems. 

With the departure of Mrs. Quin, the Choral Section has lost one 
of its keenest and most experienced members and there are many 
who will remember with pleasure the enjoyable musical evenings 
which she organised in her home. We wish them both a very happy 
tour in Changi. 

He has been succeeded by the Reverend J. H. Wilson, who was 
formerly in the Air Ministry. Padre Wilson started his R.A.F. service 
at Cranwell, and served here from 1951 to 1952. We welcome him 
back to Cranwell, and wish him, Mrs. Wilson and their children a 
most enjoyable tour here. 

Congratulations from The Journal go to Flight Sergeant N. S. B. 
Reynolds who was awarded the B.E.M. in the New Year Honours 
List. Apart from his normal duties in the Technical Wing he has been 
very active in other fields and distinguished himself by gaining 
major awards in the last Annual R.A.F. Hobbies and Crafts Ex- 
hibition. 
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Visitors to Cranwell during the Autumn and Spring Terms m- 
eluded :- 

On 26th September 1963, a party of 32 Air Attaches. 
From 26th to 28th September, one officer and five cadets from the 

Royal Military College, Breda. 

The Party of Air Attaches 

On 3rd and 4th October, the Assistant Commandant, Group 
Captain G. B. Walford, O.B.E., members of the Directing Staff and 
students of the R.A.F. Staff College, Andover. 

On 7th October, Air Marshal Sir Augustus Walker, K.C.B., 
C.B.E., D.S.O., D.F.C., A.F.C., M.A., Commander-in-Chief Flying 
Training Command, to present the Inter-Command M.T. Efficiency 
Competition award. 

On 10th October, the Headmasters of the College, Eastbourne, 

\ 
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Ardingly College, Merchant Taylors' School, Wycliff College, 
Wyggeston Boys' School, Westminster City School, and Watford 
Grammar ; the Careers Masters of George Watson's College, 
Wellington School, Edinburgh Academy, Mill Hill School, and 
Loretto ; the Rectors of Leith Academy, the High School, Dun- 
fermline, Glasgow Academy, and St. Andrew's High School, Fife ; 
and the C.C.F. Masters of Oundle and Stowe. 

On 14th October, Mr. H. Hynd, M.P. for Accrington. 
On 21st October, the Senior Air Staff Officer, Flying Training 

Command, Air Vice-Marshal R. C. Ayling, C.B.E. 
From 21st to 23rd October, a party of 27 schoolboys. 
On 30th October, Rear Admiral B. A. Samson, Indian Navy. 
On 31st October, the Commandant General of the R.A.F. Regi- 

ment, Air Vice-Marshal B. A. Chacksfield, C.B., O.B.E., A.F.R.Ae.S. 
On 13th November, Professor Yang from Korea. 
On 15th November, Brigadier A. J. Deane-Drummond, D.S.O., 

M.C., and a party of officers and officer cadets from the Royal 
Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

On 26th November, Air Marshal Sir John Baker-Carr, K.B.E., C.B., 
A.F.C., to present the Royal Air Force M.T. Efficiency Trophy. 

On 16th and 17th December, Air Chief Marshal Sir Walter G. 
Cheshire, K.C.B., C.B.E., A.D.C., to present the Wings and Prizes to 
No. 84 Entry, and Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Edmund G. Hudle- 
ston, G.C.B., C.B.E., A.D.C., as 
Reviewing Officer on the Passing 
Out Parade of No. 84 Entry. 

On 4th February, 1964, the 
Director of Work Study, (and 
Chairman of the Battle of Britain 
Fighter Association), Air Com- 
modore A. R. D. MacDonell, 
C.B., D.F.C. 

On 21st February, Captain J. 
E. L. Martin, D.S.C., R.N., Cap- 
tain of the Britannia Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth. 

The Commandant, Mr Hynd and the Director of Studies 



On27thFebruary, the Commandant, Air Vice-Marshal, D. J.P. Lee, 
C.B., C.B.E., members of the Directing Staff and students of the 
Royal Air Force Staff College Bracknell. 

On 4th March, the Sub-Committee "E" of the Estimates Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons. 

From 5th to 7th March, the Commandant, General de Brigade 
Aerienne M. Rouquette, seven officers and 27 cadets of L'.Ecole de 
L' Air, Salon. 

On 12th March, Brigadier-General Skaer, U.S.A.F., United States 
Air Attache. 

On 3rd March, Wing Commander J. L. Wallace, O.B.E., Director 
of Music for the Royal Air Force. 

-· 

On 16th November 1963, there was a change of Station Com- 
mander on the posting of Group Captain G. F. Reid, D.F.C., to 
India. Group Captain Reid came to Cranwell on promotion in 
August 1961 from Royal Air Force, Coningsby, where he had been 
Officer Commanding Operations Wing. Over and above his many 
Station commitments, he soon involved himself in many aspects of 
College life. He will be especially remembered for his keen interest 
in the operational efficiency of the Station, in its backing of the 
cadets' professional training and activities, and for his sincere con- 
cern for airmen's welfare. He was ably supported by Mrs. Reid 
whose sterling efforts on behalf of local and national charities will 
not soon be forgotten. 

Group Captain Reid's tour at Cranwell was cut short to enable 
him to take up at short notice his new appointment as Air Adviser 
to the British High Commissioner in New Delhi. He has a wide 
knowledge of India, Pakistan and Afghanistan, having been a Royal 
Air Force Instructor to the Royal Afghan Air Force in the early 
post-war years. We wish him and Mrs. Reid the best of fortune in 
their new environment. 

The new Station Commander is Group Captain D. C. Lowe, 
D.F.C., A.F.C., who was associated with the Equipment and Sec- 
retarial Wing during its early days at Digby. Group Captain Lowe 
joined the Royal Air Force in 1940, and was trained as a pilot in 
America. On return to England, he flew Wellington and Stirling 
aircraft in operations against Germany, Italy and Occupied France. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1943. 
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Group Captain D. G. Lowe, 
D.F.C., A.F.C. 

After attending a Flying Instructors' School he returned to 
Bomber Command as a Wellington Q.F.I. at No. 26 O.T.U. This 
was followed by further instructional duties on the staff of the 
Bomber Command Instructors' School, Examining Wing C.F.S., 
No. 237 (P.R.) O.C.U. and No. 231 O.C.U. He was awarded the 
Air Force Cross in 1946. 

At the end of the Andover Staff College Course in 1955, he went 
to the Directorate of Operational Requirements at Air Ministry. 
In addition to work on the Canberra B(l)6, B(1)8 and P.R.9, he had 
the interesting task of preparing a new operational requirement for a 
Canberra replacement, later to be known as the T.S.R.2 aircraft. 

After attending the Flying College Course, he returned to Bomber. 
Command in 1959, to take over command of No. 148 Squadron, 
flying Valiants at Marham. 

Group Captain Lowe joins the College from Omaha, Nebraska, 
where he has been on exchange duties for 2 years with the Head- 
quarters of Strategic Air Command. 
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At a small ceremony in the College during the Autumn Term, 
Wing Commander R. Hollingworth, a retired officer living in Lincoln, 
presented the College with a number of articles associated with the 
First World War. Two of the objects were of special interest : a 
complete blade from a four-bladed R.E.8 propellor made up of 
alternate laminations of walnut and mahogany (two woods very 
rarely combined) and an anti-Zeppelin flechette about eight inches 
long. The flechette, dropped from an aircraft flying above an enemy 
Zeppelin, penetrated the outer skin and caused the airship to burst 
into flames. 

The Ferris Drill Trophy was won by' C' Squadron in November 
1963 with a score of 252 points out of the 300 allocated. 'B' came 
second, ' A ' was third, and ' D ' fourth. The competition was 
judged by a party from H.M.S Excellent, Whale Island, under 
Commander R. S. Falconer, R.N. 

The Junior Drill competition, held on 4th March 1964, was won 
by ' A ' Squadron, with ' C ' second, ' B ' third, and ' D ' fourth. 
The competition was judged by members of the Senior Entry. 
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The Richard Pye Trophy, awarded annually to the Section of the 
College Society Outdoor Group which shows the most enterprise and 
efficiency in the planning and organisation of its vacation activities, 
was awarded in December 1963 to the Canoeing Section for their 
Rhine trip made the previous Summer. The geographical survey of 
Mykonos was specially commended for the unusual nature of the 
activity and for the meticulous way in which it was executed and 
reported. Both activities were featured in articles in the last issue of 
The Journal. 

The Hennessy Cup, awarded to the Squadron with the best average 
result on the Training Camp, was awarded to' C' Squadron of No. 
88 Entry for their Summer Training Camp in Cyprus. 

S.A.C. Dunham of the M.T. Flight at Cranwell won the K. C. 
Turner Trophy and the class " A " eliminator of the Lorry Driver 
of the Year Competition held at Leicester last July for the North 
Midlands Area. S.A.C. Dunham joined the Royal Air Force in 1960 
and though he has been driving for only four years already holds 
two safe driving diplomas. Congratulations from The Journal for 
showing that Service drivers can compare favourably with the best 
in the country. 

During the Autumn and Spring Terms the Cranwell Little Theatre 
presented The Big Killing by Phillip Mackie on 8th November, and 
The Rape of the Belt by Benn Levy on 4th and 5th March. The 
Dramatic Section of the College Society performed The Zodiac in 
the Establishment by Bridget Boland on 10th December. The Choral 
Section gave us the now traditional informal concert on 3rd Decem- 
ber, Gilbert and Sullivan's Patience on 9th and 10th March, and a 
most successful innovation, a Christmas Anthology of carols and 
seasonal passages of poetry and prose in St. Michael's Church on 
13th December. 

These are reviewed elsewhere in The Journal. 
\ 

,._ 
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Flight Lieutenant A .. Mills, M.B.E. 

With the departure of Flight Lieutenant Arthur Mills, M.B.E., 
the College Physical Fitness Officer, on his posting to R.A.F. Ger- 
many, the College loses someone who during an exceptionally Jong 
tour of six years became part of the sports tradition at Cranwell. 
During his time here, the College achieved notable successes against 
Sandhurst and Dartmouth : for the first time, in one season, Cran- 
well beat Sandhurst, Dartmouth, the Free Foresters and the M.C.C. 
at cricket. Similarly for the first time, in single seasons, Cranwell 
beat both Sandhurst and Dartmouth at rugby and soccer. In 1962 
the College was unbeaten in all the ball games against Dartmouth, 
and only lost one game to Sandhurst, an outstanding achievement 
considering that Sandhurst has four times as many cadets, and Dart- 
mouth three times as many from whom to select representative 
teams. 

Arthur Mills would be the last to claim personal credit for these 
and other victories which were the result of good organization and 
team work. However, there can be no doubt that his example was 
an inspiration to everyone concerned with College sport. His hard 
work, enthusiasm, and cheerfulness earned him ,an M.B.E. in the 
New Year Honours List for 1964. Mrs. Mills wi)ll be missed from 

Page 27 



the Cranwell Kindergarten School where she was a most valued 
teacher. We wish them both the best fortune in Germany. 

Space does not permit valedictory notes on all officers who have 
left Cran well since the last issue of The Journal, though many of them 
have given outstanding service. 

There have been two major staff changes in the Equipment and 
Secretarial Wing. We welcome Wing Commander F. S. R. Johnson, 
O.B.E., as Chief Equipment and Secretarial Instructor. He comes to 
the College after a tour of duty as Officer Commanding No. 113 
Maintenance Unit, Nicosia. His predecessor, Wing Commander A. 
Cockman, has retired from the Service and is settling down near 
Weymouth where he intends rejoining his old firm of accountants. We 
wish him well in his retirement. 

Squadron Leader A. C. Kirk who was the Senior Secretarial 
Instructor has gone to Andover on the Staff College Course, and we 
welcome Squadron Leader V. J. W. M. Lawrence, an Old Cran- 
wellian, as his successor. 

Chief Technician H. G. W. Pegg, affectionately known as "Bill," 
has said farewell to the Royal Air Force College, and to the Royal 
Air Force, after a Service career of 44 years, beginning and ending 
at Cranwell. He joined the Royal Air Force as a boy at the age of 
17 and completed an aircraft rigger's course at Halton in 1920. On 
the completion of his training course he was posted to No. 45 
Squadron in Egypt. He returned to the United Kingdom in 1926 for 
training as a pilot at No. 2 Flying Training School, Digby and was 
awarded his wings at Cranwell in 1927 by the late Lord Trenchard. 
He spent the final years of his service in the Cadet Instructional 
Workshops, where his wisdom and experience proved invaluable. 

\ 
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Once again the M .T. Flight at Cran well has made good its claim 
to be the best in the Royal Air Force by winning the R.A.F. 
M.T. Efficiency Trophy for the second year in succession. Cranwell 
has now carried off this trophy three times in the last five years, a 
remarkable achievement considering that no other unit has won it 
more than once. The station was selected to represent Flying Train- 
ing Command in the competition after winning the Inter-Command 
Trophy for the fourth time. 

The Air Ministry Trophy was presented to the Officer Command- 
ing M.T. Flight, Flight Lieutenant W. W. J. LeCount, M.B.E., by 
the Controller of Engineering and Equipment, Air Marshal Sir 
John Baker-Carr, K.B.E., C.B., A.F.C., at a ceremony on 26th 
November 1963. Air Marshal Sir John Baker-Carr said that if Cran- 
well went on winning the competition, they would have to think of 
moving the Air Ministry closer to the station to save travelling time. 
He also said that he would not like to bet against Cranwell winning 
the trophy again in 1964. 

Air Marshal Sir Augustus 
Walker presents the Inter- 
Command Trophy 

Page 29 



Lecturers who visited the College during the Autumn and Spring 
Terms included : 

On 7th October, Squadron Leader E. S. Williams of the Intelligence 
Centre who lectured on "Resistance to Interrogation." 

On 19th November, Mr. M. Stewart, C.M.G., O.B.E., of the Im- 
perial Defence College who lectured on " Britain and China." 

On 29th November, Sir Robert Cockburn, K.B.E., C.B., who gave 
the Trenchard Memorial Lecture entitled " Technology and Air 
Power." 

On 27th January 1964, Mr. J. K. Quill, O.B.E., A.F.C., the Mili- 
tary Aircraft Sales Manager of the British Aircraft Corporation who 
lectured on the T.S.R.2. 

On 24th February, Superintendent J. Cottingham of the Lincoln- 
shire Constabulary who lectured on " The Human Factor in Road 
Safety." 

The College's 44 years of existence is being underlined by the 
number of College servants retiring after long and loyal service. 

Mr. Arthur Godson, a batman in the Officers' Mess, who joined 
Cranwell 24 years ago, retired in November 1963. The civilian staff 
of the Mess presented him with a wrist watch and a tobacco pouch. 
Mr. Jack Shepherd, who has been the Hall Porter for 40 years, also 
retired in November. After service with the Army until 1918, he 
transferred to the R.A.F. which he left in 1929 after six years at 
Cranwell. After a short holiday he returned as a civilian Hall Porter, 
which post he has held ever since. The Station Commander, Group 
Captain G. F. Reid, D.F.C., presented him with a cheque from the 
officers, and the Mess Manager, Mr. J. C. Middleton-Stewart, 
presented a pocket watch and tankard from the staff. 

Mr. Charles Wright was the third member of the Mess staff to retire 
this year. His association with Cranwell began in 1916 when he joined 
H.M.S, Daedalus as a cabin boy. He has worked since for the old 
Works Department, as an Air Ministry Constable, as a batman, and 
finally as a waiter. On his retirement he was awarded the Imperial 
Service Medal. 

On 24th January 1964, Mr. Frederick Green retired after almost 
44 years' service as Head Batman of ' B ' Squadron at the College. 
Mr. Green was the last of 11 batmen to come to Cranwell in 1920 
from Sandhurst. He was awarded the B.E.M. in 1957 for his services. 
At a small ceremony in the College, the Commandant, on behalf of 

\ 
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Group Captain Reid and Mr. Wright 

The Commandant and Mr. Green 

" 

Wing Commander Cook and Mr. Godson The Commandant and Mr. Shepherd 

the members of the Old Cranwellian Association, presented Mr. 
Green with a 14in. silver Chippendale salver on which is engraved 
the College Coat of Arms. Among other gifts was a wrist watch 
from the civilian members of the staff. 

To each go the thanks of The Journal for their services and the 
wish of a long and pleasant retirement. 
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On Saturday 7th December, a party of twelve flight cadets from 
No. 88 Entry set off from South Ferri by on the Humber in an attempt 
to walk the 50 miles along Ermine Street to Byard's Leap in 24 hours. 
Five flight cadets completed the march in the early hours of Sunday 
morning in well under 24 hours. The first group back, Flight Cadets 
Dale and Roberts, achieved the remarkably fast time of 13 hours 
45 minutes. 

From 2nd to 10th September 1963, the Riding Section of the 
College Society took a team to R.A.F. Gutersloh. 

The Natural History Section sent four members to the Natural 
History Museum on 2nd November, and four spent the week-end of 
18th to 20th December birdwatching on the Wash. 

Three officers and eighteen cadets spent part of the Christmas 
vacation skiing at Ancelle as guests of the French Air Force. 

During the Easter vacation the Canoeing Section entered six 
cadets in the Devizes to Westminster race. 

College sports teams were also travel conscious. The football team 
played in Guernsey in October, followed by the rugby team in Feb- 
ruary. The hockey team visited R.A.F. Bruggen in October, and the 
basketball team played R.A.F. Geilenkirchen in November. 
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On 11th February 1964, the Belvoir Hunt met at the College. 
The traditional meet of the Per Ardua (R.A.F.) Beagles was held 

at the College on Saturday 15th February 1964. The customary 
stirrup cup was served by the College staff at the Main Entrance before 
the Master, Air Commodore L. Levis (ret'd.), his whippers-in and 
hounds moved across the playing fields towards Welbourn Heath. 
Later they recrossed the High Dyke into the Temple Bruer area 
where the whippers-in were kept busy as a succession of fresh hares 
came into view. When the Master blew for home just before dark 
the meet returned for tea in the College, where officers and cadets 
acted as hosts to the civilian followers. 

Among those present were the Commandant and Mrs. Lyne, 
Group Captain and Mrs. Lowe, cadets, and some thirty civilian 
followers. 

The R.A.F. Equitation Association's major annual award, the 
President's Cup, has been awarded to Flight Lieutenant G. N. 
Martin, a lecturer in aerodynamics, for his outstanding services to 
R.A.F. Equitation in 1963. Flight Lieutenant Martin was Secretary 
of the Association and Director of the 1963 Championships. 

In an atmosphere of friendly rivalry the first of what is intended 
to be a regular series of clay pigeon shoots took place during the 
autumn of 1963 between local farmers and members of the Cranwell 
Shoot. The eight-strong teams shot under tricky weather conditions, 
a wind powerful even by Linconlshire standards making it very difficult 
to judge the flight of the clays. The final score for the first round 
showed a win for the farmers by two points. However, in the follow- 
up round, held at the farm of Mr. Walter Banks, the farmers left no 
doubt about their superior marksmanship, defeating the Shoot by 
a generous margm. 

After the opening round an engraved shield was presented by the 
Commandant to Mr. Cis Bristow (Cranwell village) Captain of the 
winning team. 
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The Battle of Britain Trophy, presented by the Battle of Britain 
Fighter Association to perpetuate the memory of the Battle of 
Britain, is awarded to the flight cadet of the Senior Entry judged to 
be the best aerobatic pilot. The trophy represents a crane taking off, 
symbolic of the spirit and purpose of the award, and is in lightly 
oxidised silver mounted on a base. The crane is an integral part of 
the College crest, taken from the coat of arms of the de Crane Well 
family to whom the land on which the College stands originally 
belonged. 

The first winner of the trophy was Under Officer J. G. Kendrick 
of No. 83 Entry to whom it was presented at the Wings and Prizes 
Ceremony at the Whittle Hall on 29th July 1963. Air Marshal Sir 
Augustus Walker was to have handed it over but he turned to Group 
Captain Alan Deere and asked him to present it instead. 

The second winner was Senior Flight Cadet M. J. Hughes of 
No. 84 Entry in December 1963. 

The trophy was presented to the College by Air Commodore 
A. R. D. MacDonell, C.B., D.F.C., Chairman of the Battle of Britain 
Fighter Association. 

In December the College learned that it had won the Senior 
Division of the Mounsey Trophy for swimming. A total of 426 per- 
sonnel ( officers, airmen, and cadets) qualified from an average daily 
strength of 1383. This gave the College a percentage figure of 32.48. 
This is an excellent result and reflects great credit on the officers, 
Warrant Officers, and senior N.C.Os. concerned with the training 
and supervision of swimming . 

. , Commendations have been awarded to the following personnel 
of the College : 

Flight Sergeant I. B. M. Murray and Corporal J. A. Harper 
received the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief's Commendation, and 
the Air Officer Commanding's Commendation went to Warrant 
Officers A. Dobbie, C. Henderson, and H. Jepson, Flight Sergeant 
W. T. Brown, Sergeant M. E. Perkins, Junior Technician D. Linton 
and Mr. T. Bailey. 
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Groups of flight cadets following specialised trammg made a 
series of visits as part of their courses of study. The Equipment cadets 
were by far the most mobile and their visits included :- 

From 24th September 1963, to 4th October, three cadets of No. 84 
Entry to R.A.F. Kirton-in-Lindsey for a study of the latest auto- 
matic data processing supply procedures. Five cadets of No. 85 
Entry visited R.A.F. Waddington for four days to gain practical 
experience of ' V ' Force Supply Squadron work, and six cadets 
visited the Shell Oil Refinery at Stanlow. 

On 14th October, three cadets of No. 84 Entry to R.A.F. Abingdon 
and the Army Air Transport Development Centre, Old Sarum to 
gain practical experience of Air Movements procedures and tech- 
niques. 

On 21st October, two cadets of No. 86 Entry to No. 27 M.U., 
Shawbury to study aircraft storage. 

From 12th to 15th November, Equipment cadets of No. 84 Entry 
to Welford, Chilmark, and Air Ministry to receive instruction on 
storage methods. 

From 25th to 29th November, two cadets of No. 86 Entry to R.A.F. 
Leconfield to study supply procedures in a Fighter Command Unit. 

From 2nd to 6th December, five cadets of No. 85 Entry to R.A.F. 
Hendon, the Port of London, and Gatwick to study supply methods. 
Three cadets of No. 84 Entry visited R.A.F. Kirton-in-Lindsey and 
the demolition range at Theddlethorpe as part of their explosives 
training. 

On 14th January, 1964, two cadets of No. 86 Entry to the refinery 
at Stanlow. 

From 20th to 24th January, five cadets of No. 85 Entry to R.A.F. 
Kirton-in-Lindsey. 

On 27th January, six cadets to No. 16 M.U., Stafford for practical 
experience of an A.E.D. 

From 3rd to 6th February, two cadets of No. 86 Entry to R.A.F. 
Waddington. 

From 10th to 14th February, five cadets of No. 85 Entry to R.A.F. 
Lyneham for practical experience of an Air Movements Terminal 
Organisation. 

From 24th to 27th February, five cadets of No. 85 Entry to the 
Royal Ordnance Factory, Chorley, to observe the manufacture and 
testing of explosives. 

On 27th February, five cadets to a packaging course at the Ministry 
of Aviation. 
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On 2nd and 3rd March, four cadets of No. 87 Entry to the refinery 
at Stanlow to study automatic data processing methods. 

Visits made by the R.A.F. Regiment cadets included : 
On 12th November 1963, a liaison visit by two cadets to the R.A.F. 

Regiment Depot, Catterick. 
On 19th November, two cadets to the R.C.A.F. combat survival 

exercise " Swift Travel " at Strasbourg which lasted until 24th 
November. 

From 5th to 15th January 1964, two cadets to a special junior 
officers' weapon and field firing course at Catterick. 

From 22nd January to 12th February, the R.A.F. Regiment cadet 
of No. 86 Entry attended a Signals Instructor's course at Catterick. 

Service visits made during the two terms included : 
From 4th to 7th September 1963, six cadets of No. 87 Entry to 

No. 242 O.C.U., Thorney Island, and six cadets of No. 86 Entry to 
R.A.F. Marham. 

From 25th to 28th October, eight officers and twenty flight cadets 
to the Royal Norwegian Air Force Academy (Luftkrigsskolen), 
Trondheim at the invitation of the Norwegian Ministry of Defence. 

On 8th November, nine Senior Entry flight cadets, pilots and 
navigators, to Geilenkirchen on a navigational exercise. 

On 12th November, four navigation cadets of No. 84 Entry to 
R.A.F. Waddington for a demonstration of Vulcan aircraft equip- 
ment, and on 15th November, four to R.A.F. Kinloss to see navi- 
gational equipment on Shackleton aircraft. 

On 2nd December, thirty Senior Entry flight cadets to the Central 
Fighter Establishment, Binbrook. 

Several visits and courses were arranged to supplement the 
College syllabus. 

On 3rd to 6th September 1963, four flight cadets visited aircraft 
factories in the Isle of Wight, Bristol and Swindon. 

On 19th September, ten flight cadets attended an a11-day symposium 
at University College, London. 

On 4th October, four flight cadets attended a week-end course in 
German at the Albert Mansbridge College, Leeds. 

On 14th October, four flight cadets of No. 88 Entry 'B' Stream 
joined four ' B ' Stream students of No. 87 Entry on a visit to the 
R.A.E. Bedford under arrangements made by the R.A.F. Technical 
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College, Henlow. Two 'flight cadets of No. 87 Entry also visited 
Bedford on 25th October. 

On 23rd October, four flight cadets attended the R.A.F. Colloquial 
Examination in Russian at the Joint Services School of Languages, 
Tangrnere. 

On 3rd December, four flight cadets of No. 87 Entry visited the 
House of Commons. 

On 7th and 8th December, twelve flight cadets attended a week-end 
course at the University of Nottingham in preparation for the Civil 
Service Commission's Linguist and Interpreter Examination in 
French. 

On 13th December, four flight cadets visited Dowty Rotal Ltd., at 
Gloucester to supplement Science instruction. 

From 12th to 16th January 1964, four flight cadets of No. 88 Entry 
'B' Stream visited the R.A.F. Technical College Henlow for pract- 
ical work concerned with aerodynamics. 

On 15th January, thirty two flight cadets attended a lecture on 
specialised automobile engineering at Leicester University. 

On 31st January, eight flight cadets attended a symposium at the 
Royal Aeronautical Society on the subject, " The Physical Prin- 
ciples of Hovercraft." 

On 5th February, thirty flight cadets visited the Owen Engineering 
Factory (B.R.M.) at Bourne. 

From 7th to 9th February, three flight cadets attended Leeds 
University for a residential course in German. One cadet of No. 89 
Entry attended a week-end course on fan and propellor design at 
Airscrew-Weyroe Ltd., Weybridge. 

On 8th February, ten flight cadets attended a week-end course at 
Nottingham University in preparation for Linguist and Interpreter 
examinations. 

On 17th February, ten flight cadets attended the Civil Service 
Commission's Linguist Examination in French and German. 

On 2nd March, four flight cadets of No. 85 Entry attended a 
lecture on the Decca Navigator at the Derby branch of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society. 

On 10th and 12th March, four flight cadets attended a lecture at 
King's College London to supplement their War Studies. 

On 18th March, three flight cadets of No. 87 Entry 'B' Stream 
visited the Rover Car Co. Ltd., to supplement science instruction 
under the College Syllabus. 
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Visiting preachers since the beginning of the Autumn Term 
were:- 

On 15th September 1963, The Bishop of Grantham, The Right 
Reverend Anthony Otter, M.A. 

On 13th October, for the Harvest Festival, The Reverend J. W. 
Hanson, M.A., Rector of Manby and Officiating Chaplain, Royal 
Air Force. 

On I 7th November, The Venerable Martin Sullivan, M.A., Arch- 
deacon of London. 

On 19th January 1964, The Reverend L. J. Ashton, Assistant 
Chaplain-in-Chief, Flying Training Command. 

On 2nd February, the Founder's Day Service, The Bishop of 
Maidstone and Bishop to the Forces, The Right Reverend Stanley 
Betts, M.A. 

On 8th March, The Right Reverend Colin Dunlop, Dean of 
Lincoln. 

We record with regret the death on 15th March 1964 - the day 
before his 52nd birthday-of Mr. R.H. Swabey, Manager since 1962 
of Messrs. Gieves' West Camp Shop. He died suddenly at Fleet at 
the start of his Easter holiday and was buried at Horsham. The 
Commandant was represented at the funeral and a wreath was sent 
by the College. 

Mr. Swabey was well known to recent generations of flight cadets 
and to many serving officers. He - and his father before him - had 
represented the firm for many years in several parts of the United 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Swabey leaves a widow and one son. 
He has been succeeded at Cranwell by Mr. R. Young, for many 

years a senior representative of the firm in London. 

C. 
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COMMISSIONING LIST 

M. B. M. CANA VAN, Senior Under Officer : The Dickson Trophy and Michael Hill Mem- 
orial Prize ; Fencing (Captain, Colours) ; Aeromodelling ; Jazz ; Go-Karting ; Film. 

J. A. CHESHIRE, Senior Under Officer : The Sword of Honour ; The J. A. Chance Mem- 
orial Prize ; Rugby (1st XV) ; Water-Skiing ; Dramatics ; Field Shooting ; Film. 

D. COUSINS, Senior Under Officer : Swimming (Colours) ; Basketball (Colours) ; Water 
Skiiing ; Music ; Debating ; Film. 

A. E. J. WEAVER, Senior Under Officer : Philip Sassoon Memorial Prize ; Institute of 
Navigation Trophy and the Air Ministry Prize for Navigators ; L'Ecole de L'Air Trophy 
for French Studies ; Athletics (Captain, Colours) ; Soccer (1st XI) ; Cricket (2nd XI) ; 
Mountaineering ; Field Shooting (Captain) ; French Society ; Journal Sub-Editor. 

J. C. BALL, Under Officer : Air Ministry Prize for Equipment Cadets ; Basketball (Colours) ; 
Athletics ; Tennis ; Photographic ; Film. 

G. R. HERRING, Under Officer. 

S. P. HUGHES, Under Officer : R. M. Groves Memorial Prize and Kinkead Trophy ; Royal 
United Services Institute Award ; Skiing (Captain, Colours) ; Canoeing ; Choral ; Film. 

M. R. JACKSON, Under Officer : Air Ministry Prize for War Studies and Humanities and 
the Royal New Zealand Air Force Trophy ; Riding ; Photography ; Music ; Film. 
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A. G. MAHON, Under Officer : Rugby ; Athletics (Colours) ; Basketball ; Go-Karting ; 
Cadet Mess Secretary. 

G. J. D. MAYNARD, Under Officer : Rowing (Colours, Captain) ; Pot Holing (Captain) ; 
Choral ; Choir ; Music ; Debating. 

I. PERVEZ, Under Officer : Squash (Colours) ;· Hockey ; Basketball ; Sub-Aqua ; Film. 

J. E. ROOUM, Under Officer : The Queen's Medal ; The Abdy Gerrard Fellowes Memorial 
Prize ; Badminton (Vice-Captain, Colours) ; Gliding (Captain) ; Film. 

S. R. CHEW, Senior Flight Cadet : Gliding ; Sailing ; Photographic. 

J. T. CRAVEN, Senior Flight Cadet : Go-Karting ; Debating ; Engineering ; Film. 

D. L. T. EARL, Senior Flight Cadet : Soccer (Colours) ; Cricket (Vice-Captain, Colours) ; 
Skiing ; Field Shooting ; Motor. 

J. F. FISHER, Senior Flight Cadet : The Hicks Memorial Trophy ; Rowing (3rd IV) ; Bad- 
minton (2nd VI) ; Aeromodelling ; Film. 

D. J. HOLLIDAY, Senior Flight Cadet : Cricket (Captain, Colours) ; Soccer (Colours) ; 
Canoeing ; Film. 

M. J. HUGHES, Senior Flight Cadet : The Battle of Britain Trophy ; Squash (Captain, 
Colours) ; Canoeing (Captain) ; Mountaineering ; Film. 

T. E. L. JARROW, Senior Flight Cadet : Shooting (Colours) ; Soccer ; Cross Country ; 
Jazz ; Fine-Arts ; Motor ; French Society ; Film. 

K. R. F. LAMB, Senior Flight Cadet : Rugby ; Cross Country ; Badminton ; Tennis ; 
Aeromodelling ; Film. 

R. L. LILLEY, Senior Flight Cadet : Swimming (Captain, Colours) ; Water Polo ; Rugby 
(2nd XV) ; Soccer (2nd XT) ; Printing ; Motor ; Skiing ; Dramatic ; Film. 

J. T. J. McLEAN, Senior Flight Cadet : Badminton (Captain, Colours) ; Film (Secretary). 
K. 0. N. PRICE, Senior Flight Cadet : Rowing (Colours) ; Rugby (3rd XV) ; Gliding ; 

Debating ; Photographic ; Film. 
P. E. REDDY, Senior Flight Cadet : Sub-Aqua (Captain) ; Skiing ; Gliding ; Jazz ; Film. 

J. S. ROBINSON, Senior Flight Cadet : Soccer (1st XI) ; Athletics (1st team) ; Hockey; 
Fine Arts ; Engineering ; Mountaineering ; Water-Skiing ; Film. 

C. J. SLACK, Senior Flight Cadet. 
T. P. STOCKLEY, Senior Flight Cadet : Athletics (Colours) ; Soccer (2nd XI) ; Basketball. 

R. WALLIS, Senior Flight Cadet : Cricket (2nd XI) ; Hockey (2nd Xl) ; Mountaineering 
(Captain) ; Music ; Film. 

M. A. WOOD, Senior Flight Cadet : Rugby (Vice-Captain, Colours) ; Athletics (Colours) ; 
Soccer ; Hockey ; Skiing ; Choral ; Radio ; Choir ; Dancing ; Film. 

M. R. YULE, Senior Flight Cadet. 

Page 43 



WINGS AND PRIZES CEREMONY 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Walter G. Cheshire, K.C.B., C.B.E., A.D.C., Air Member for 

Personnel, presented wings and prizes to the members of No. 84 Entry in the Whittle Hall on 
I 6th December 1963. Introducing him, the Commandant said that he was welcome to Cran well 
not only in his official capacity, but especially as a parent. He gave a short account of Sir Walter's 
career and mentioned that it had included a tour as Air Attache in Moscow. 

Sir Walter Cheshire then addressed his audience as follows : 
"Commandant, Commander-in-Chief, Ladies and Gentlemen, and Members of No. 84 

Entry, 
I always enjoy hearing my own autobiography on these occasions, but what the Com- 

mandant failed to tell you was that he was also an Air Attache in Moscow. 
As some of you may know, l have a contact in No. 84 Entry and I know that above all 

No. 84 Entry believes in brevity of speeches, and I hope I will be able to satisfy you. 
Unfortunately I cannot satisfy the Commandant ; although I have tried to get some 

topical stories about 84 Entry the security training is so efficient that nothing has surfaced at 
all and I can only compliment you on your reticence. 

First of all I would like to congratulate all the survivors of 84 Entry in completing three 
very arduous years. I know that the course here has had many hurdles, pitfalls and obstacles, 
and to have surmounted them must be very satisfying. 

As I haven't any topical stories to tell you, I will have to turn to my own business (and 
indeed the business of all officers) - that is the matter of looking after your men. 

In spite of progress in automation and electronics, man is still the most important element 
of the Royal Air Force. No series of ' black boxes ' has yet been invented which will replace 
man. The Air Force, ever since its inception, has drawn her men from all walks of life and all 
kinds of skill, and T believe that this is where the Air Force draws its strength because it has a 
variety of people who urge it on to look ahead and at the same time lead a body of individuals, 
which the Royal Air Force largely is. This is a difficult business, and it is the business of officers 
to lead, and this is what you in 84 Entry will become tomorrow. I think, in fact I'm sure, that 
in some ways we lag behind the Army, at least in man management. A very senior R.A.F. 
medical officer told me recently that when he was Commanding an R.A.F. hospital, which 
took Army patients, whenever a soldier arrived to be treated he was shortly followed by his 
Platoon Commander to try to discover what was the matter ; when an airman was admitted 
he was very rarely followed by his officers. T don't say that this happens everywhere, but it is 
a sad reflection, and I hope 84 Entry will realize that men require your interests in their affairs. 

The first thing you should do is to get to know your men. Unfortunately the organization 
of the Air Force is such that the G.D. Branch which holds most of the commands, in its early 
stages commands very few men ; the other branches are luckier in this respect, but even if you 
are concerned immediately only with the groundcrew of your particular aeroplane, get to know 
them. I don't mean just to get to know their names, although that is quite a good start. 

I think that the main problems that face airmen are very similar to those which face officers. 
The problem of promotion, of postings overseas, even married quarters, are common to all, 
and it is up to you to know what the problems and rules are concerning your particular airmen. 
If they come to you for advice and assistance you have gone far in your career as a leader because 

_. the view is that they will only do this if they can trust you. 
In the past the Royal Air Force, apart from drawing officers and men from this country, 

drew a number from what was called the Dominions and is now called the Commonwealth 
and many of those have stayed in the Air Force and are now perched in some very secure 
positions. Since the war the trend has been rather reversed and although a number of Common- 
wealth students come to this country and are trained at Cranwell, they usually go back, and if 
they are New Zealanders they usually take the Sword of Honour with them. I'm glad to say 
the Sword isn't going quite so far this time ! 

I think too that we in the Air Force welcome not only the diversity of topics, but a few 
unorthodox topics (and I don't mean the Beatles, who perhaps now are not any more un- 
orthodox ! ) ; original thinkers have a place in the Royal Air Force, and I can think of many 

Page 44 



who have achieved great things. I also believe that there is no such thing as an ' Air Force type.' 
I said before that the Air Force is, in a way, a collection of individuals. 

I think, especially dealing with airmen, the first requirement, apart from getting to know 
them, is obviously to get to know what makes them tick, or more important to find out why 
they don't tick, and you as leaders should make it your business to find out what this wrong 
or difficulty happens to be. 1f your airmen have to work long hours (and I hope none of you 
will ever use the expression ' overtime '), explain to them why they have to do this and then 
they will certainly respond to doing it. When there has been a failure of leadershp in the past 
it has been followed by loss of discipline and morale. Certainly we had similar examples at the 
end of the last war when units were mixed up on V.J. Day and there were one or two near 
mutinies. I don't know whether you do shoddy subjects like mutinies here, but nevertheless 
they do happen - not in peacetime I'm happy to say. You see, therefore, that it is up to you 
to ensure that your men know. 

l would like to say that the Royal Air Force is not divided into those who fly and those 
who don't fly : each is equally important. Now those who got their wings from me (not pain- 
fully l hope ! ) may like to know that these wings were first introduced 50 years ago (1913), 
half a century ago. For us in the Royal Air Force it is a very long time indeed and many things 
have happened since then. In those days, they got them after a very much shorter time than the 
three years that you do here. Furthermore, since we are on history, tomorrow is the sixtieth 
anniversary of the first flight by the Wright brothers. The longest flight carried out on that day 
was about 500 yards - you can see the progress made in that time. 

The Air Force which you are about to join will shortly acquire new and advanced aero- 
planes like the T.S.R.2 or V.T.O.L. fighter or a long distance transport aircraft. These are 
extremely modern developments and will require the highest category of men to fly and main- 
tain them. As you leave here and embark on your various careers you have splendid prospects 
in front of you - I envy you, I wish I could start again. Make good use of these prospects and 
enjoy yourselves and you will go a long way. 

Good luck to you all ! 
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------------------------------- -------------- 

The Passing-Out Parade of No. 84 Entry took place on the morning of 
Tuesday 17th December, 1963. The Reviewing Officer was Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Edmund Hudleston, G.C.B., C.B.E., A.D.C., Commander Allied Air 
Forces Central Europe. The Parade was commanded by Senior Under Officer 
J. A. Cheshire and the Parade Adjutant was Under Officer J.E. Rooum. The 
four squadrons were commanded by Senior Under Officers D. Cousins, M. 
B. V. Canavan, and A. E. J. Weaver, and Under Officer I. Pervez. 

As the Reviewing Officer approached the dais a formation fly-past of 
Jet Povosts and Valettas took place. After the Advance in Review Order the 
Reviewing Officer presented the Sword of Honour to Senior Under Officer 
J. A. Cheshire, the Queen's Medal to Under Officer J. E. Rooum and the 
Kinkead Trophy to Under Officer S. P. Hughes, and then gave the following 
address : 

Gentlemen, 

It is almost 35 years to the day when l last took part in one of these parades and it is a 
great honour for me to be your Reviewing Officer this morning. 

Over the years that have gone by, Cranwell has built up an enviable and justifiably high 
reputation for the precision with which these parades are mounted and I congratulate you on 
maintaining that reputation. 

Since I left here, the Air Force has grown and today is probably five times as large as it 
was when l passed out but that in no sense represents the change that has taken place ; in 
striking power, the quality of its equipment, and skill and efficiency of the crews it is incom- 
parably higher than it was 35 years ago. 

As you will expect, all this power which now vests in the Royal Air Force, power which 
in the long history of this country has probably never been so great in terms of armed forces, 
carries with it tremendous responsibility. Indeed it is no exaggeration to say that the Defence 
policy of this country depends wholly or largely on the Royal Air Force whether acting alone 
or acting in concert with the other two Services, and will assume a lot of responsibility with 
great trust and the high duties that goes with it towards our Sovereign, the country and the 
Service itself. 

At the time that you are going into the Service there is a great deal of change going on and 
a great deal being done in the way of technological development, much of which you are familiar 
with, and this situation is in no sense new to the Royal Air Force. Indeed, throughout its 
existence, the change in new ideas and new equipment have kept the Service as a whole mentally 
and intellectually alert and young in outlook, and these two qualities have never been more 
important than they are at this time. 

With new equipment coming, new ideas moving about, it will rest with you to exploit them 
to the utmost of your ability, and there is no doubt that with the training that you have had 
here you will be able to make the best of this new equipment as it comes into the Service. 

It is important to remember, despite what you read and what you hear, that however good 
this equipment is, it is no better than the men who operate and direct it, and you therefore have 
a tremendous responsibility in that respect in ensuring that you get the best out of what you are 
given, in order that you can better your services and defend the country. 
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During your time here you have been set very high standards and those standards are the 
only ones that are good enough for the Royal Air Force. The complexity of the equipment and 
the tremendous power that rests with the equipment that you use demands the very best that 
you can give, and nothing else will do. 

You will find the Service a hard taskmaster but you will also find that it is a very generous 
one and the more you put into it the more it will give you. 

Gentlemen you have got a fascinating career ahead of you and I congratulate all those who 
are leaving the College today and entering the Royal Air Force, making it their career. 

The only advice T can give is very old-fashioned and simple : play hard, work hard, and I 
can assure you that you will find the Service offers you throughout all your life a very full one. 

Gentlemen, the best of luck to all of you. 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Walter Cheshire and Pilot Officer J. A. Cheshire 
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Under Officer S. P. Hughes 
receiving the Kinkead Trophy 

The Prize Winners of No. 84 Entry 
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The Tree-Planting Ceremony 

CADET WING LIST PROMOTIONS 
No. 85 ENTRY 

December 1963 : 
'A ' Squadron : Flight Cadet Senior Under Officer T. G. Thorn, Flight Cadet Under 

Officers J. S. Allison and J. A. Belson. 
' B' Squadron : Flight Cadet Senior Under Officer J. M. Collier, Flight Cadet Under 

Officers P. B. M. Richards and A. K. Webster. 
' C' Squadron: Flight Cadet Senior Under Officer C. Mitchell, Flight Cadet Under 

Officers M. D. de K. Findlay and A. Wade. 
~,, ' D' Squadron : Flight Cadet Senior Under Officer M. G. Christy, Flight Cadet Under 

Officers P. J. Gray and A. M. Wills. 

April 1964 : 
' A ' Squadron : Flight Cadet Under Officer J. Hughes. 
'B' Squadron: Flight Cadet Under Officer R. G. Pike. 
'C' Squadron: Flight Cadet Under Officer D. C. Longdon. 
' D' Squadron : Flight Cadet Under Officer R. B. Duckenfield. 
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The Trident is now at your service on regular flights 
from London to Zurich, Nice, Geneva and Frankfurt, and 
soon to more and more European destinations. At the 
end of your first flight you will judge this to be one of 
the great passenger aircraft of our day. This three 
engined jet, with its extraordinary smoothness in take- 
off and flight, its endless provision for passenger com- 
fort, is without question a triumph for Hawker Siddeley, 
Rolls-Royce, and BEA, for whose passengers the air- 
craft was specifically designed. 

Trident 
BUILT BY HAWKER SIDDELEY POWERED BY ROLLS-ROYCE 

v. 
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OLD CRANWELLIAN NOTES 

Photo : The Times· 

The Dedication of the New Book of Remembrance at SI. Clemen/ Danes Church 

HONOURS AND AW ARDS 
The following Old Cranwellians received honours and awards in the New Year List and 

_,, The Journal offers congratulations :- 
Air Vice-Marshals D. R. Evans (30-32E) and J. G. W. Weston (27-28E) were awarded the 

K.B.E.; the C.B. was awarded to Air Commodores A. R. D. MacDonell {32-34£) and J.C. 
Macdonald (29-30£) ; Squadron Leader J. A. L. Crawshaw (54E) and Flight Lieutenants 
C. Crook (56E) and M. G. Tomking (56E) were made Members of the British Empire ; and the 
Queen's Commendation for Valuable Service in the Air went to Squadron Leader D. Allison 
(60E). 
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PROMOTIONS 

The Journal congratulates the following Old Cranwellians who featured in the January 
promotion list :- 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Wallace Kyle (28-29E), Air Marshal Sir Donald Evans (30-32£), 
Air Vice-Marshal H. N. G. Wheeler (35-37£), Air Commodore P. de L. Le Cheminant (39£), 
Wing Commanders J.C. Atkinson (47E), A. B. Stinchcombe (46E), and K. A. Williamson (51E) 
and Squadron Leaders L. P. Adams (51 E), D. Allison (60E), R. D. Bates (62E), K. R. Briggs 
(62£), D. S. Burrows (56£), A. H. P. Cornish (53E), P.H. Elton (58£), J. Farwell (62£), B. E. F. 
Faulkner (52E), E. D. Frith (62E), B. J. Goatley (52£), R. A. C. Goldring (63£), C. P. James 
(62E), C. S. Lim (59£), I. R. Martin (61£), J. McVie (67£), A. D. Meeks (64E), R. E. H. Neves 
(59£), C. J. Phillips (63E), K. B. E. Roberts (56£), I. A. G. Svensson (56£), C. C. Taylor (60£), 
J. H. Turner (65£), and J. R. Whittam (62E). 

RETIREMENTS 

One of the most famous Old Cranwellians left the service last December. The Royal Air 
Force lost a legendary figure when Air Chief Marshal The Earl of Bandon (23-24E) handed 
over command of Allied Air Forces Central Europe and retired to Ireland. However, as 
President of the Old Cranwellian Association he will not be allowed to escape entirely from the 
Royal Air Force. Already the tale is being told of the six salmon he caught in one day-could it 
be that he is to be as legendary in retirement as he was before? We wish him and his wife a long 
and h_appy retirement and look forward to seeing him for many years to come at the annual 
re-union. 

Newshas alsobeenreceivedoftheretirementofAirCommodore J. N. H. Whitworth, C.B., 
D.S.O., D.F.C., whose long and distinguished active career started when he joined 99 Squadron 
in 1931 from Cran well (30-3 IE). His last two appointments were as Air Chief of Staff of the 
Ghana Air Force (1961) and from 1962 until his retirement as A.O.C. Hong Kong. Our best 
wishes go to Air Commodore Whitworth and to the following Old Cranwellians also recently 
retired :- 

Group Captains F. E. Croce (33-35E) and H. J. Hobbs (32-34£), Wing Commander P. C. 
Lambert (36-38E), Squadron Leader R. P. McCormack (55£) and Flight Lieutenant A. A. 
Boyle (67£). 

With great regret, we record the death 
on 17th April 1964 of Flying Officer 
Martin Stewart Herring. He was killed 
in a flying accident while serving with 
43 Squadron in Aden. Flying Officer 
Herring was an Under-Officer in " A " 
Squadron of No. 81 Entry. 
A Memorial Service was held in the 
College Chapel on Friday, 1st May 1964. 
The Lesson was read by his godfather, 
Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir 
John Slessor, G.C.B., D.S.O., M.C. ; the 
Address was given by Air Commodore 
E. D. McK. Nelson, C.B., Commandant of 
the College during Flying Officer Herring's 
Cadetship ; Flying Officer Thomspon 
came from Aden to represent 43 Squadron. ',. 
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MEMORIAL WI NDOW 

A memorial window has been installed in St. George's Church, Dorchester, in memory of 
Flight Cadet P. R. Tomes, who was killed in a flying accident at Cran well in 1960. The window, 
which was commissioned by Flight Cadet Tome's mother, consists of three lights. The centre 
one portrays St. Francis, whilst one side carries the arms of Hardye's (his old school), and the 
other the coat of arms of the Royal Air Force College. 

The window was dedicated at a service held on the 17th November, 1963. 

NEWS OF OLD CRANWELLIANS 
There seems to be a desire amongst Old Cranwellians to hide their lights under bushels. 

Those brief notes which notify a change of address could so easily contain a little more 
information. 

This is not to say however that no-one keeps in touch. Group Captain J. Thompson 
(32-33E), who retired in 1950, wrote to say that he first spent six years as a Senior Scientific 
Officer at the Weapons Research Establishment. He then joined the Commonwealth Public 
Service, and is now the Regional Controller of the Department of Shipping and Transport in 
the State of South Australia. In spite of this apparent change of allegiance, he is quick to point 
out that he uses light aircraft and helicopters to service the navigational aids along the 2000 
miles of coastline for which be is responsible. 

Flying Officer D. M. O'Herlihy wonders whether the sun of Idris is affecting him since he 
is sure that he was at Cran well from I 957 to l 959 although his name did not appear in the 
recently published list of graduates. He need worry no more - the mistake was ours and he 
really was in number 76 Entry. 

Old Cranwellians in the news recently were Air Commodore B. P. Young (36-38E), on his 
appointment as Commandant of the Central Reconnaissance Establishment, Air Commodore 
J.M. N. Pike (35-37E) who has becomeaDirectoroflntelligence andAirCommodoreP.deL. Le 
Cheminant (39E), appointed Director of Air Staff Briefing, both at the Air Force Department of 
the Ministry of Defence. 

The following Old Cranwellians have recently joined the staff at Cranwell : Squadron 
Leader J. Farwell (62£) as O.C. ' B ' and Squadron Leader J. D. Harvey (65E) as O.C. 'A' 
Squadrons. Squadron Leader V. J. W. M. Lawrence (52E) is the Senior Secretarial Instructor, 

. Flight Lieutenant P. G. Biddiscombe (65E) is a flight commander and Flight Lieutenant P. F. 
Hunwick (65E) is the College Adjutant. Amongst the Old Cranwellians serving as flying in- 
structors are Flight Lieutenants M. C. Turner (77E), J. L. Blackford (68E) and A. L. Roberts 
(74E). 

We offer our congratulations to Squadron Leader J. A. McArthur (52E), Squadron Leader 
J.M. A. Parker (54E), Flight Lieutenants J.E. Brown (74E), A. R. Craig (63E) and E. J. Nance 
(71 E), and their wives, on recent additions to their families. 

LIST OF GRADUATES 
Copies of the List of Graduates are still available from the Secretary. This little book is 

full of fascinating information and is well worth the investment of eight shillings and sixpence. 
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THE HENLOW-CRANWELL MERGER 
This article is based on a talk given by Squadron Leader P. B. MacCorkindale, 
who is responsible for the planning and co-ordination of the merger, at a 
conference held in the Whittle Hall on Tth January 1964. 

In 1959 the Commandants of the R.A.F. Technical College and the R.A.F. College made a 
combined study of Air Vice-Marshal Marsori's report on the Technical College. As a result 
of their conclusions, the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Flying Training Command rec- 
ommended that a merger of the two Colleges was necessary to bring permanent General Duties 
and Technical Officers together and in particular to start them off in the Service with a common 
basic training. In March 1961, after the ways and means had been agreed, the Secretary of 
State for Air announced to the House that the two Colleges would be merged. He said," Cadets 
of all branches will be trained together, and, in addition to achieving greater administrative 
flexibility we believe that the Service and the cadets of both branches will benefit by working 
under the same roof." 

A Committee under the Chairmanship of Air Vice-Marshal, now Air Marshal, Sir John 
Baker-Carr was formed to continue planning the works service programme, to consider the 
best means of intergrating training, and the organisation necessary for the Cran well of the future. 
As the Baker-Carr Committee's proposals are still sub judice they cannot be reported here. 
Nevertheless, whatever organisation is finally decided upon, the cadets of the Technical Branch 
will be fully integrated into the four existing squadrons of the Cadet Wing. They will all be 
called flight cadets and will stay at the College for three years. However, owing to the high 
grade academic content of the course which is complementary to the technical instruction, it 
is unlikely that any integration can occur in academics, except perhaps in Humanities and War 
Studies. After the Technical Cadet has been commissioned alongside his contemporaries of the 
other branches, he will continue his studies for the Diploma in Technology or Higher National 
Diploma for a further one and a half years. This phase of his course will be done within the 
Student Technical Officer Element at Cranwell and he will live in the new Student Officers' Mess. 

Cadet entries 84 strong are expected to enter the College twice a year ~ 60 General Duties, 
Equipment, Secretarial and Regiment and 24 Technical. Discounting wastage, the planned 
peak cadet population is expected to be 504. The student officers, who will be undertaking 
engineering courses of varying length and type, some at post-graduate level, should reach a 
peak of 320 by 1969. 

The first of the many building projects is now much in evidence just East of the Taj Mahal 
(the present Education Section) which is complementary to it. This three storey building will be 
150 yards wide and the two wings 100 yards long. The intention is to replace the Taj Mahal and 
complete the square in ten to fifteen years time. The building will contain the Electrical and 
Weapons Systems and part of the Mechanical Engineering Wings, now at Hen low, together 
with Administrative Headquarters. 

Plans for the building of the Aerothermodynamic Block, the Aircraft Hall, the Instructional 
Workshops, the new Students' Mess, and the extension of the present Officers' Mess, which 
were outlined in the Spring 1963 issue of the Journal, remain unchanged. 72 Officers' Married 
Quarters have just been built, 75 more just begun and 15 more approved. A N.A.A.F.I. sub- 
shop will be built in the area. 54 Airmen's Married Quarters are to be built at Cranwell, 100 
will be made available at Winthorpe and 73 at Spitalgate. 

To enable it to have its own specialist department and to allow maximum concentration 
in the Tutorial Wing of academic classrooms, the Equipment and Secretarial Wing has moved 
into buildings previously occupied by the Royal Air Force Selection Board. The ground floor 
(West) of Barrack Block 329 will be converted for the use of the Station Education Section. 
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Cadet accommodation will be increased by using Daedalus House, and, it is hoped, by con- 
verting two more huts of the South Brick Lines which will be centrally heated. The Group 
planning staffs will occupy most of the top floor of the existing Headquarters building. The 
Telecommunications Centre will move out to an adjacent building, where a new automatic 
exchange will be installed. This will leave the whole of the ground floor and part of the first floor 
for Station Headquarters. College Headquarters will be housed in the former museum, mem- 
orial chapel and fiction library of the main College building. 

The existing Tutorial Wing, together with all the new engineering instructional facilities 
to be built for Henlow, will be for the common use of cadets and student officers. Broadly 
speaking, the Basic Sciences and Humanities will be taught in the Tutorial Wing and applied 
subjects in the new building. 

The task of removing Henlow's vast range of equipment to Cranwell is formidable but 
plans for the move are already well advanced. Personnel and advance parties of departments 
will begin to arrive at Cranwell in April 1965, and the Technical Cadets will start training at 
the beginning of the Autumn term the same year. 

The merger will have a significant effect on Cranwell and on the Service as a whole ; the 
amenities will be the envy of all and they will be adaptable for any pattern of Royal Air Force 
training decided upon for the next twenty years. 

Architect's model of the R.A.F. Institute of Technology 



Cutting the first sod-The Commandant and his 'spade' 

_,, 

A sight that would have been welcome to the Pharaohs' labourers ? 



PUBLICATION DATES 
As part of the current substantial revision of the College training programme, we have 

introduced the change from a three term to a two term annual cycle. The two terms will run 
from October to March and from April to August each year. This system began in April 1964 
and when it is fully operative, i.e. when all entries have been" phased in," Passing-Out Parades 
will take place in March and August. 

This change has led us to consider carefully whether we ought to continue to produce 
three Journals a year. Primarily because we think that each issue of the Journal should be built 
around a single term's activities, it has been decided that henceforward we shall appear only 
twice a year. So that we can cover College activities adequately and print news of such major 
events as Passing-Out Parades as near to these events as possible, we have fixed the new pub- 
lication dates at 23rd June and 13th December. This present issue (June 1964) covers the period 
from September 1963 to April 1964. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Until this new system has been worked for a while, we shall not be able fully to assess the 

financial implications of the change. On the one hand, the subscriber will now receive only 
two Journals a year instead of three. On the other hand, we expect shortly to be faced with 
increases in paper and printing costs ; the amount of news and activities material that has been 
filling three issues a year will now go into only two issues ; moreover, annual revenue from 
advertisers will be cut by about one third. Thus, each issue will be larger and more costly with- 
out any offsetting increase in circulation, or advertising revenue. 

Mainly for these reasons, we have decided to leave the subscription rate at its present 
12s. 0d. a year at least for the time being. We shall review the financial situation in January 
1965. By then we shall have available the facts we need to settle an equitable subscription rate. 

JOURNAL COVER 
From time to time, someone proposes that we should change the design of the Journal 

cover. Most of us are traditionalists and reaction to this proposal has usually been so immediate 
and so violent that it has been dropped without serious investigation. 

In recent months, this suggestion has been revived~ partly because we have been involved 
in other Journal changes but also because it has been noted that most professional, school and 
college journals have now modernized their cover designs. We think the time has come to give 
the matter an open airing. 

To that end, we have collected a number of suggested designs together with samples of 
other current journal covers. The Commandant has seen these and cadets have examined them 
and recorded their views. 

Clearly, a decision in this matter must be based not only on our own ideas of taste, suit- 
ability and decorum but also on the views of as many of our subscribers as possible. We are, 
therefore, engaged in building up a display board incorporating all the material we have col- 
lected. This we hope to make available for study and comment throughout the next Old Cran- 
wellian weekend. This will be over by the time this note appears in print, so that we should 
have a good deal of the information we need. To complete this and enable a final decision to 
be reached, we invite Journal readers who were not present at the O.C.A. weekend to write to 
us if they have any views on this subject. We shall publish a summary of subscribers' views in 
the next issue. 
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CRANWELL PAST and PRESENT 

The following three articles represent 
the views of three generations and 
their impressions of life at the College. 
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Recollections of' X' Entry 1930 
When I was a cadet, and perhaps this still applies, the Squadron you were in was more 

important than your Entry. Now, however, after many years, the ex-cadets with whom I keep 
in touch and those best remembered are not the ones who were in' A 'or' B ' or' C ' Squadron, 
but those who arrived at and left Cranwell at the same time as myself - "X" Entry. 

A few reflections on our antics may be of interest to the present generation at Cranwell 
because, in spite of changes over the years in syllabi, types of aircraft, makes of car etc., what 
cadets think and what they get up to probably has not really changed very much. If some very 
senior officers recognise themselves in what follows I hope they will not take offence, and per- 
haps the use of first names only will provide sufficient anonymity to preserve the dignity of 
their present ranks. 

Like the current syllabus, training was divided into flying, officer training and academics 
and, to cadets ancient and modern, that remains the order of their importance. 

One's first solo is always a great occasion, but I remember feeling somewhat disappointed. 
My instructor had got me (in seven hours - rather a long time then) to a state where there was 
little chance of anything going wrong, and all I remember about it was faint surprise at not 
seeing his head in front of me. Otherwise this epic occasion passed off quite uneventfully and 
T do not recall any noteworthy incidents. From first solo onwards, Dicky was the best pilot on 
the course and I think everyone knew this and it was no surprise when he won the flying prize. 
However, most of us looked on ourselves as the next best pilot ! For two years I shared in- 
structors, aeroplanes, flying lockers, cars and even, on occasions, girl friends with J oho. It 
followed therefore that, whenever we were flying solo at the same time, we would try a dog- 
fight, or some rather floppy formation flying. It was fairly harmless, but not always so. One of 
the tricks was to come in low over the hangars and see who could land in the shortest space. 
The excitement made us forget the lethality of a hangar when hit by an aeroplane and some of 
our approaches could not have missed by more than a couple of feet. It was very exciting until 
we were caught and given an imperial rocket by the C.F.I. Low flying was always the best fun, 
of course, then as now. The low flying area was bounded by Ermine Street, the railway from 
Ancaster to Sleaford and the Raucebys - very small by present day standards but quite big 
enough for our Tutors. 

Instructors then, as now, varied greatly. T was lucky and had a Flying Officer not long out 
of Cran well. He nursed me along gently and seemed to enjoy it as much as 1 did. Others, having 
clambered in, would tell you what to do and the whole sortie could go by without another word 
being said. Yet others used to roar down the gosport tubes using language that even we cadets 
hadn't heard before. l for one, used to be quite overcome and the louder the roar the worse I 
flew. However, he happened only when Duggy was on leave or Orderly Officer or something, 
and so I survived. So did he and now he's an Air Marshal, and mellower than of yore. My most 
embarrassing moment occurred just before taking off on my first cross country. I opened the 
throttle, but instead of moving forward the aircraft tipped gently on to its nose - just in front 
of the hangar. Even now I have a picture, taken by Monty from inside the hangar, of Louis 
Dickens and Arthur Sweeney pointing wildly at my aircraft, the latter's large moustache 
slightly blurred - presumably because it was quivering with rage. I need hardly add that I had 
tried to take off with the brakes on. 

Advanced flying in the Hart and Audax was much more exciting than the Tutor, but best 
of all was the Fury, on which we all did about IO hours. Chasing round cu-nims in any aircraft 
is wonderful but in a Fury it was pure joy and more than confirmed for me that flying was, at 
that time and for many years to come, all that really mattered. 

Towards the end of the last month the main excitement was, of course, postings. The 
choice was Army Co-op, light bombers, flying boats or fighters. Then, as now, most cadets 
wanted to go on fighters, and most were disappointed. John and I both plumped for light 
bombers and found ourselves posted to an airfield about 30 miles away - so the lights of 
Nottingham continued to beckon us on Saturday nights as they had done for the last two years. 
I never had cause to regret the choice of either role or location. 
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In the middle of our last term we all went to Penrhos for practice camp - a wonderful 
month with splendid weather. The camp was marred only by the death of an airman, who had 
wandered behind a target when one of us was firing, and by the non-availability of Dilys, in the 
Veynol Hotel at Abersoch. We had been warned off her on arrival by the M.O. However we 
discovered later that the warning was not due to any weakness in Dilys's health, but because 
he had lined her up himself and didn't want any cadets snooping round. As far as I remember 
we found that Dilys was not the only pebble on the beach. 

Officer, or Leadership, Training was characterised mostly by drill , or rather that is what I 
remember most. As if we didn't have enough, I foolishly added to the total by spending quite 
a few hours on jankers for various misdemeanours but never, I might add, because of faults in 
uniform, or dirty boots or wrongly tied puttees. George Priestly was an " ace " batman and I 
don't recall an occasion when he let us on to parade with a fault in our dress. But, as with the 
other batmen, his value didn't stop there. I think I learnt as much about the Service and about 
how to be a good officer from George as I ever did from any lecture or any instructor ; in fact 
it was probably due to his efforts that I became a Corporal. There must be many hundreds of 
ex-cadets who have every reason to be similarly grateful to the College batmen and staff, and 
one must pay a very sincere tribute to them for their devoted service. 

Sport, of course, has always played a very great part in the syllabus and apart from the 
rugger, which was the main interest, and all the other games, few of us are likely to forget the 
cross country or first term boxing. I was never any good at either and dreaded both. In the 
event the cross country wasn't too bad as I wasn't last, as I thought I would be, and thinking 
back, perhaps the boxing was quite good fun too. At the time, though, the excitement and 
nervousness weren't pleasant ; moreover it was quite apparent that Denis could box whereas 
I couldn't. Naturally he beat me up but I well remember the feeling of relief when at the end I 
was still on my feet and none the worse except for a red nose. 

The high light, of course, is the final passing-out parade, which in those days was held in 
the most unsuitable circumstances, on the morning after the Graduation Ball. For this reason 
there are probably few of us who recall very much about it, except the waves of nausea, and 
certainly I can't recall who the Reviewing Officer was, or what he said. However, there were 
other memorable parades too ; between them Flt. Lt. Halahan and Mr. Digby saw to that, but 
perhaps the most memorable was the one when the Commandant turned up on a horse, wearing 
mess kit trousers. It was all very impressive. In those days the flag pole was on the Orange in- 
stead of up by the clock tower and I suppose the change was brought about because of the 
strange objects which regularly appeared at the masthead. 

In academics, I was always struggling, especially in Physics and related subjects. Perhaps 
if we had paid more attention to " Cou lorn b " and to Mr. Pytches we would all be much cleverer 
but there was too much diversion in the form of ink pellets, seeing how many times you could 
walk round the room in a period, and things like that, to be able to concentrate. My interests 
were more on the " Prof. 's " side of the house and the appearance, in recent years, of films, 
plays and books about Lawrence of Arabia bring to mind the intensity and the frequency of 
"Prof. 's ,. lectures and discussions about this gentleman. It was not long after " A/C Shaw " 
had been killed and possibly he was still hot news at the time. Anway we certainly had our fill 
of him. The other instructor whom few will forget is the one who taught in Eddy Steddy's 
empire, the instructional workshops. His lectures and demonstrations were so liberally larded 
with pornographic references that it was difficult to realise that it was lathes, or engines, or 
patching a flying boat's hull, that we were supposed to be learning about. The workshops were 
the scene of another of my more unsuccessful accomplishments. We used to be given a large 
lump of metal and told to machine it into a perfect cube. The number of times I had to throw 
away a thing that looked like a rather withered pea and ask for another lump led the instructor 
to suspect me of hoarding. 

It is natural perhaps that many of one's recollections concern off duty activities. Apart 
from flying, the main preoccupations of most cadets are cars and girl friends and we were no 
exception. My first car was a 1929 Austin 7 " Chummy " - open of course. It cost £25, quite 
a lot in those days, and I took delivery on the last day of the first term, intending to drive with 
Michael down to his home in Halberton, near Tiverton in Devon. My father suggested that we 
should. stop off at my home, 60 miles away, for the night but much to his consternation we ',, 
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decided to press on. With hood down, flying helmets and goggles on, and wrapped in rugs we 
bored on through the night at a steady 30 knots arriving, to our surprise, sometime before 
dawn. It was an epic journey and the first of many in that splendid car. Jt did a routine run, for 
instance, to Nottingham on Saturday nights and lent John and me considerable prestige in 
our efforts to impress in the" Vic." and the" Palais." The girls we talked into a spin are prob- 
ably married by now and wondering when they are going to be grandmothers, or warning their 
younger daughters not to go out with cadets. The diminutiveness of the car did pay off once. 
At 2 a.m. one morning John and l ran out of petrol five miles from Grantham and we had to 
push it into the town. I slept through the sermon in Church next day. 

My next car was the same model but the mudguards had been replaced by the cycle type, 
the back had been cut off in a slope and the whole painted scarlet and silver. It was beautiful. 
I went to London with Peter to collect it. By the time we got to Hatfield, one mudguard had 
fallen off ; by Biggleswade the other was lying with it on the front seat, and the rear lights had 
failed. In Stamford the car stopped and nothing we could do would get it going. Having to be 
on Church parade in a few hours time, l removed my scarf and Pete used it as a tow rope to 
haul me ignominiously back to Cranwell. I still have the scarf - or rather my son has - and 
it's about ten feet long instead of its original five. 

The more wealthy cadets used to indulge in proper sports cars and some of them were 
gorgeous to behold. Neddy's Amilcar for one, or Jim's Triumph, or the more home made ones. 
Unfortunately many of them ended upside down on top of their owners and, thinking back, 
it is incredible that there were not many more serious injuries than there were. The Leadenham 
straight was ideal for speed runs and on one occasion we had a splendid hill climb in Belton 
Park. What with these, the normal hazards, and the result of Saturday night swoops into 
Nottingham, Byard's Leap and Troop's Garage in Leaden ham were seldom short of trade. 

In the College anterooms in those early days, it seemed to be the custom to spend most of 
the time wrestling on the floor, or throwing people up to the ceiling in a carpet. Each entry had 
one half of an anteroom and if you strayed into the half that wasn't yours you were for it. We 
used to dine in, in mess kit, on four nights a week. Naturally these became rather a bore and we 
had to resort to various methods of relieving the tedium. One seemed to consist, as far as 1 can 
remember in hissing Mr. Curt when he stood at the end of the table and rolled up the long felt 
mat on which the plates were laid (no dinner mats and candelabra in those days ! ). Another 
was to heat the handle of the sugar spoon under the cigarette lighter and pass it hurriedly down 
the table. It was all fairly childish, but without malice, and the jokes played now are probably 
far more enterprising, if equally without malice. 

The foregoing reminiscences may have given the impression that life at Cranwell, in those 
days was all play and very little work. This was not so, of course. We had to work jolly hard, 
but lectures, private study, exams. and the like are not the sort of things which you recall years 
later, so it is difficult to write about them. However, one thing is quite clear. Cadets today have 
much more to learn and they learn it much better than we did. And anyone who says that 
Cranwell cadets are not what they used to be is quite right - they're a great improvement on 
their predecessors. 

And now as I look at the Entry photograph I see that of the 31 cadets in the Group, 15 
were killed in the war, 8 have retired since and only 8 remain in the service, 4 of whom have 
reached air rank. I sincerely hope that entries now at Cranwell do not lose so many of their 
friends, and that more of them are left to " reach the highest ran ks." 
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First Impressions of Cranwell 

1963 
Like characters in an ancient gods play, the group at the doors of Sleaford railway station 

stared gloomily at the dirty piles of snow, at the locked public house, and at the lifeless grey 
coach parked at the side of the road. All wore hats. Some smoked. Small knots exchanged 
names and backgrounds around one of the group, otherwise similar but infinitely superior by 
virtue of one term's lifetime of experience, and listened agog to his horrific descriptions of what 
lay ahead for them. 

The leaden blue-grey coach received them, two pairs of eyes within studying them intently. 
The coach drove off into the gathering dusk. As they travelled towards Cranwell, the darkness, 
the snow, and the endless twist of the road destroyed all sense of directions. During the next 
six weeks few of them left the camp, and this first journey left them without geographical 
references - they remained "somewhere in Lincolnshire." During this period of isolation, 
their attitude changed from that of civilians, for some reason unknown to them dressed in 
blue, to that of members of the Royal Air Force. At first they were hurt when, in traditional 
fashion, an N.C.0. looked them up and down : " Gentlemen, you're wearing a blue uniform, 
cap, a nice pair of shiny boots," (what cruel thanks for those painful first steps in 'bulling'), 
" in fact, you look like flight cadets -- but you aren't ! " Later, they came to realise the truth 
of this, when they ceased to resent the ceaseless, omnipresent, omniscient 'system' ; when they 
passed from resentment to resignation to the indignities of' crowing ' (though this process was 
to drive a long-lasting wedge between the two junior entries) ; when they were finally deemed 
to have passed through the initiation into this complicated little society. 

Perhaps the greatest impression made upon the group was the intermittent tempo of their 
first two weeks. Short periods of violent activity were separated by long periods of inactivity 
made the more agonizing by the thought of what still remained to be done in that far-off "other 
side of the camp." Other fleeting memories : the first ceremonial parade, the wind so cold that 
the music was a hideous torture and the apparently immaculate drill which yet left seasoned 
N.C.Os. replete with fury ; the first ' Guest Night ' - an hour of stilted, music-accompanied 
small talk followed by several hours of unbridled and bloody hooliganism, mess games which 
are horrifying in the chill of the morning after, but which in the heat of the moment seem the 
only natural expression of the cheerfulness of the occasion ; the start of the academic 
programme, received with mixed feelings (" surely we left this behind at school " or 
" at last we have something definite to do, a target to aim for ") ; the first sight of jets streaking 
over the airfield stirring the deep-seated longing for the air which has excited every generation 
from the ancient world up until now. (Why else does man traditionally site his gods in the sky, 
and identify his hell with the downward pull of gravity ?) ; sport at Cranwell associated with 
the eager recruitment by sports captains keen to pin down an extra head to their ' captain's 
[ists ' ; the Junior Mess - meals taken in haste to the eternal cacophony of the gramophone. 

All this time the strange conflict of feeling : "We are made to jump around at anybody's 
behest ; we are the lowest of the low, and are treated as such ; by all logic we should hate this 
- but we are enjoying it : why ? " The answer lies somewhere in the fact that we were all 
working together to achieve a definite end ; we were all part of a larger, far larger, organisation 
than the Royal Air Force College, but an organisation just as closely knit, and with the same 
over-riding purpose viz. the protection of this irregular splash of green on blue whose sons we 
are, and whom, with the help of our experience and whatever deity may exist, we wish to serve 
as loyal sons. Cran well is a form of human production line : we arrive as the raw materials, 
and leave as the finished product. Not for many years will we know the meaning and significance 
of each and every process, but when we do we shall be grateful for them. 
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1919 
to 

1963 
For 44 years Mr. Frederick Green, B.E.M., known to hundreds 
of flight cadets as" Jimmy," was head batman of" B "Squadron 
Royal Air Force College, Cranwell. He retired in January and, 
in an interview with AIR CLUES, gave a few of his impressions 

of life at the College. 

The other day as we talked in "Jimmy" Green's pleasant bungalow in Cranwell village, 
Provost T.4s were overhead on their approach to the airfield just a stone's throw away. The 
noise of the aircraft reminded Mr. Green and his wife, Dorothy, of the " hairy " days of the 
1930s when they had the bungalow built. Then the pilots would often seek out Jimmy at the 
College and suggest that he warned his wife to take in the washing which they had spotted on 
Finals - rain was on the way. 

lt was typical of the friendly relations which existed between the head batman and the 
young cadets. In fact, that mutual friendliness is one of his main impressions of life at Cranwell 
over the years. It still gives him pleasure to know that he was able to help so many cadets over 
their first hurdles of Service life ; and the cadets have always looked to him as a friend and 
guide. Many of his "charges " have risen to high rank in the Service and the many letters he 
has received from them over the years show how much they valued his early care. 

Were those cadets of the early thirties any different, as viewed by their batman, to the 
cadets of the jet age ? "No different, really," emphasises Jimmy. "They are still a gay crowd 
and a great company of men. They all have their own little ways, which we have to get used to 
while they settle in, and you couldn't hope to meet a fitter bunch of chaps anywhere." 

So many cadets have passed through his hands that today he finds it hard to recall many 
by name. But he never forgets their faces. Some return to the College for Reviews and special 
ceremonial occasions. "They all remember me and ask how I'm getting on," he confided. 
"They are just as friendly as they always were no matter how high their rank." 

It was on 2nd February, 1920, that Mr. Frederick Green, recently released from service 
with a famous British cavalry regiment, presented himself for duty at the College. He was one 
of 11 civilians who had applied for jobs at Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, and were sent 
on to Cranwell for duty. 

Three days after his arrival, the Royal Air Force College was opened, on 5th February. 
There were 50 flight cadets in the first intake, he recalls, made up of 25 Sub-Lieutenants and 
Midshipmen and 25 new R.A.F. entrants. 

A feature of the training was that the Royal Navy personnel spent only a year at the College 
before being posted to squadrons, while the course lasted two years for other cadets. Aircraft 
in use at that time included the Avro 5041, popularly known as the Mono-Avro (it had a lO0h.p: 
Gnome Monosoupape engine), and two famous aircraft he had first seen on active service with 

- • the I 1th Hussars in France - the Bristol Fighter and the Sopwith Snipe. Total flying time up 
to wings standard was 60 hours. 

In place of today's impressive buildings there were the original hangars and tin huts put 
up in 1915 for the Royal Naval Air Service, when the airfield was known as H.M.S. Daedalus. 

Mr. Green recalls that cadets had a small room at the end of each hut which was used as a 
study. There were also rather down-to-earth washing facilities, and one of the batman's duties, 
he remembers, was to keep the fires in the huts going all night during the winter to prevent the 
water pipes from freezing. It could be pretty cold and many times he found cadets' shoes frozen 
to the floor when starting his duties in the morning. 

In the tradition of good batmen, Mr. Green was suitably reticent about some of his more 
amusing recollections of cadet life. " Some of them might not like to be reminded of them 
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today," he said with a chuckle. But he did pass on one story of the time when 50 hurricane 
lamps went missing from road works in Boston one evening. Unaccountably these turned up 
in the cadets' rooms. Trouble ahead, thought Mr. Green, and decided to take action. Unknown 
to the sleeping cadets the lamps found their way in the dead of night to a disused stores hut. 
The odd thing about it, Mr. Green assured the police next morning - nobody seemed to know 
how they got there ! 

One of his most treasured memories is of the laying of the foundation stone for the new 
College building in 1929 when Lord Trenchard officiated. Mr. Green had a ringside view of 
the ceremony from a ground floor window. 

In 1940 Mr. Green felt he should do his bit in the war, so he joined the R.A.F. - as a 
batman, of course. But the College decided it could not do without him and he was promptly 
posted to Cranwell, this time as Corporal Green. When the war was over he continued to do 
the same job as a civilian. 

He is particularly proud of the fact that two of "his " cadets became Chiefs of the Air 
Staff - Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir Dermot Boyle, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., K.B.E., A.F.C., and 
Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir Thomas Pike, G.C.B., C.B.E., D.F.C. Other of his" charges" who 
rose to high rank include Air Chief Marshal Sir Edmund Hudleston, G.C.B., C.B.E., Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Theodore McEvoy, K.C.B., C.B.E., Air Chief Marshal The Earl of Bandon, 
D.S.O., G.B.E., C.B., C.V.O., Air Marshal Sir Douglas McFadyen, K.C.B., C.B.E., and Air 
Marshal Sir George Beamish, K.C.B., C.B.E. 

At a presentation ceremony on 24th January Air Commodore M. D. Lyne, A.F.C., the 
Commandant, presented a silver salver to Mr. Green on behalf of the Old Cranwellian's Ass- 
ociation. It is inscribed : " With affection and gratitude for 44 years loyal service to the Royal 
Air Force College." Mr. Green was also presented with a barometer from the cadets of" B" 
Squadron and a gold watch from the civilian staff. 

Marshal of the R.A. F. Sir Thomas Pike sent the following signal to Air Commodore 
Lyne : "Please pass the following message to Mr. J. Green. On the occasion of your retirement 
after such long and splendid service with the Royal Air Force I join with the many officers 
serving in this Command in sending you our thanks for all that you have done in the past and 
every good wish for your happiness and prosperity in the future." 
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Many will know already that, next to the Central Band, the Band of the Royal Air Force 
College is the most senior in years of our service bands. 

According to information which appears in our oldest files, it was shortly after the for- 
mation of the Central Band in April 1920 that a group of musicians were certified "free from 

. infection " and fit to travel to the Cadet College to assist in the formation of a College Band. 
Warrant Officer A. E. Halford of the 1st Battalion King's Regiment became the first band- 
master, and, much to the concern of his Colonel, it appears he sought to coax several regimental 
musicians to come with him. Apart from this the band has remained mainly thoroughbred. 
There have been only four Directors of Music since those early days, and even now we are 
proud still to have some musicians who came to Cranwell during the 30's. 

The first loyalty of the band has always been to the College itself, and since the College 
was established the band has been present on all occasions where music has been necessary : 
each parade, Sunday Church Service and Guest Night, and numerous other less formal occasions 
when they have simply entertained by concert-giving. 

The band was also popular outside the College. After its first public appearance in 1921, 
it made a first broadcast from Cardiff in 1923. This was followed by further broadcasts from 
the North and West Region stations, and it was not long before the band was known to a wide 
audience. 

Old programme and account books show that the band appeared at numerous county 
shows and seaside resorts. One of our more interesting printed programmes was produced by 
the City of Plymouth where the band presented daily concerts on the Hoe in the week before 
the last war commenced in 1939. The band was present at the Jubilee Celebrations of King 
George V, and was selected to attend with the Royal Guard of Honour at Buckingham Palace 
at the Coronation of King George Yr and Queen Elizabeth. At the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1953 the College Band appeared in the procession. 

As the musical commitment at the College and at our neighbouring units has steadily 
increased, the public has seen less of the band. We miss especially the summer visits we used 
to make to the Scarborough bandstand, but apart from numerous engagements within the 
Royal Air Force at that time of year, there seems generally to be more interest in ' Mersey 
Beat ' than in ' Military Beat ' at seaside resorts. 

In spite of this, our musicians continue to lead a full life, and a great deal of rehearsal 
time is spent in preparing music for our regular College engagements. The Sunday Church 
Service is probably the most familiar of these, and we like to think that the music of the band 
does something to excite the piety and devotion of our worship there. 

During the past year the band has been privileged to provide music in Lincoln and Peter- 
borough Cathedrals, in St. Mark's Church, Lincoln and in St. Denys' Church, Sleaford. At 
Southwell Minster the W. V.S. held their 25th Anniversary Service and as a birthday present 
we were able to present the score of a specially composed fanfare which the College Trumpeters 
had performed in the Minster. 

A look at the events over the last twelve months reveals that the band has prepared 45 
different programmes for numerous indoor and outdoor occasions, including 34 Guest Nights. 
Our listeners like to hear modern music sometimes, but keeping abreast of the music publishers 
is a costly business, and we have a valuable library of music from the past which it is necessary 
to make full use of. 

At Guest Nights, choosing music to aid digestion is sometimes a problem. However, we 
we have left behind us the time when no dinner programme was complete without " Daisy," 
"My Bonnie," and "Lily of Laguna," although Freddie Eastwood continues to blow the 
"Post Horn Gallop" with considerable verve. 

Our own music library includes an interesting and meticulously kept programme book 
for the period 1934 - 1939 in Wing Commander Sims' own hand. The Wing Commander 
was Director of Music at the College from 1932 to 1946 and on a programme dated 26th July 
1937 he recorded the fact that two items were not played, firstly owing to there being "too 
much of a rough house," and secondly" A game of leap-frog was in progress." During a third 
item a Xylophone appears to have been smashed in what he describes as " A Grand Rag " ! 
Clearly the musicians have not always enjoyed the Palm Court placidity which has accompanied 
Guest Nights of more recent years. 
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The mention of Palm Court is a reminder that a feature of recent months has been the 
formation of a small orchestra. The twelve musicians concerned first appeared at a dinner 
night in the Junior Cadet Mess in February. In March the orchestra was augmented with 
musicians from the surrounding district to provide music for the College Operatic Production. 

During May the band has an opportunity to present its second concert of light music in 
the Whittle Hall. We believe there is still a real place for Military Bands in the field of concert- 
giving, and always consider this to be an important part of our work. Our Craowell audiences 
are encouraging, and we like them to know how welcome their programme suggestions are. 

Over twelve months the band has been paraded on no fewer than 96 occasions. This, 
together with the 45 indoor programmes mentioned earlier, tells something of our year's work, 
bearing in mind that one hour's music may take many hours to prepare in rehearsal. The 
analysis will also give some idea why it is necessary to have professional musicians in the Royal 
Air Force, and why our own musicians look upon themselves as an important feature of our 
College~ a thread which has been sewn through the last forty-four years at Cran well. 

[" MUSIC OF THE R.A.F." is the name given to a recent record release-H.M.V. CLP 1705 
(or stereo C.S.D. 1526) by the Central Band of the Royal Air Force, Conductor Wing Com- 
mander J. L. Wallace. 

One side of the disc is devoted to the music of a Graduation Parade at Cran well College 
and includes ' The Lincolnshire Poacher.' There is also a brilliant performance of Koenig's 
' Post Horn Gallop.' · 

The recording is excellent, particularly in the stereo version.] 
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The College 
Library 

At first sight there may seem little need for an article describing the work of the College 
Library. As one of the most imposing rooms in the College building, it invariably appears on 
the itinerary of visitors to Cran well, while the great majority of officers and cadets use it regu- 
larly during their time here. However, the library staff have good evidence that many readers 
know much less about it than might be expected. Recently, for instance, we heard a distinguished 
visitor being told that " most of the books here are technical," and people who ask how many 
books there are in stock receive a bewildering variety of answers. It may therefore be worth 
while to describe briefly how the library has developed over the years, how it functions at the 
present time, and what further changes are planned for the future. 

There was of course a requirement for books as soon as Cranwell began to operate as a 
cadet College in 1920, but for the first ten years of its existence the library appears to have been 
scanty and insecurely based. 1 t was possible to list the entire book-stock on a couple of pages 
of the College Journal, and the officer in charge had to appeal for donations more than once. 
However, the designers of the permanent building which was opened in 1932 must have been 
library-conscious, for the main part of the room now in use dates from that time. Substantial 
space for storage, in the approaches to the clock-tower, was also allocated, and until very 
recently there has been no space problem. 

Up to 1939 the management of the library was entrusted to members of the academic staff, 
and the first professional librarian was not appointed until several years after the re-opening 
of the College in 1946. Throughout much of the post-War period invaluable continuity was 
provided by the senior Clerical Officer, Mr. H. Gill, whom many ex-cadets will remember as a 
trusted adviser and expert on essay subjects. Mr. Gill died, literally at his post in the library, in 
1961. By that time, after several unsuccessful experiments, a workable, though still not ideal 
system of cataloguing and classification had need introduced, and the library had expanded to 
occupy all the space available in the immediate vicinity. 

The present stock of the library, if one includes all the textbooks which have had to be 
deposited away from the main building, and the assortment of still unclassified books and 
pamphlets in the stock-room, may be estimated at between 55 and 60,000 volumes. The number 
of separate titles must be just over half that figure, and of course a good percentage of these 
are always on loan to borrowers. Even so, an enquiry for a book on a particular subject can 
more often than not be satisfied immediately from what is available on the shelves. Among the 
more frequently used sections, Military History is naturally very prominent, with particular 
emphasis on the two World Wars. The Scientific and Technical section certainly does not 
dominate the library, although it too has been growing rapidly ; in some ways this is the most 
difficult part of our collection to administer, because technical books are so often quite un- 
intelligible to a layman, and because they go out of date so very quickly. English Literature has 
always been well represented in the library, while the present academic syllabus ensures that 
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Economics, Geography, and Modern Languages receive careful attention. 1t is the librarian's 
job to remember subjects on the fringe of the syllabus, and to try to arrange a fair division of 
resources between the different teaching departments. 

The average annual grant for expenditure on new books, agreed with the Air Ministry 
after prolonged negotiations, is now in the region of £2,000. This sum, which is invariably 
spent up to the last penny, enabled us to add 2434 volumes to our stock during the twelve 
months ending March, I 964. In order to qualify for the 20 % discount allowed on government 
purchases, the great majority of these books are ordered through the Stationery Office in 
London. Orders can be placed with local book-sellers only in cases of extreme emergency ; 
and it must be said that the machinery of the Stationery Office can usually be made to produce 
results just as quickly as any other source of supply available to us. 

Requests for new books to be obtained in a great hurry are certainly the least popular 
with the library staff; in contrast, requests for very obscure or out of print books can often be 
met without undue difficulty. This would not be so but for the generous co-operation and help 
of other libraries, especially Lincoln City Library and Kesteven County Library. The nation- 
wide inter-library loans scheme, which Kesteven operates on our behalf, can be relied on to 
track down almost any title of which particulars are known. In this way, we have recently 
borrowed books from places as widely scattered as Exeter, Belfast and Clackmannan. In 
addition, there are a number of" special," or non-public, libraries to which we can apply for 
direct loans. However, it must be emphasised that we can borrow books from outside sources 
only when there is an important reason for doing so ; the preparation of an ordinary essay or 
talk would not normally justify the paper-work involved, and requests from cadets have to be 
approved by an officer. 

One of the most neglected sources of information in the Library is the magazine article. 
Nearly a quarter of our annual grant is now spent on some hundred-and-twenty weekly, month- 
ly, quarterly and yearly publications, and a number of others are donated to us. A high pro- 
portion of them are set aside for permanent retention, or at least for as long as they remain 
relevant. It is of course quite impossible to have all these magazines on display - in the case 
of Flight and Aeroplane they go back as far as 1910 - but we can usually turn them out very 
quickly on request. Unfortunately, it appears that library-users can go through the whole of 
their time at Cranwell without ever hearing of such invaluable labour-savers as Keesing's 
Archives, Brassey's Annual, or the Royal Air Force Quarterly. We are always looking for new 
ways of drawing attention to our magazine resources, and some kind of indexing service 
for important articles has high priority among our ambitions for the future. 

Plans for future improvements in the library service are dependent, as always, on 
money and staff, and, in our case, on space also. The building of a new room on the flat roof 
behind the main fireplace has recently been approved, and this should enable us to absorb 
whatever is required from Henlow's stock, and to bring in the present "fiction " library so 
that it can fulfil its proper function. Some of the books from Henlow will be housed in the 
Institute of Technology, but the two libraries will be run in close conjunction, probably by a 
joint staff. If more staff are available, there will be plenty of work for them in the present build- 
ing alone, for we are aware of many deficiencies, especially in the cataloguing system. Never- 
theless, we believe that up to now the library has always made a worthy contribution towards 
the well being of the College, and we are confident that we shall be equal to any demand that 
may be made on us in the future. 
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Every year a large number of books is 
published on aviation which as a subject is 
becoming more specialised in these days of 
astronauts and of complex aeroplanes. But 
the story of the beginnings of flight and the 
early pioneers is an ever fascinating one. 

The most spectacular and ambitious book 
yet to appear is The Adventure of Man's 
Flight (Putnam, 5 gns.). Originated by the 
historical magazine American Heritage, this 
large book presents pictorially the whole 
history of aviation from the dreams and 
myths of the early civilisations to Glenn's 
orbit. The lavish illustrations, of which many 
are in colour, are vivid and capture the spirit 
as much as the achievements of man's pro- 
gress in flight. Here is aviation in all its 
aspects - the pioneers with their caps back 
to front, the barnstormers and stunt men, 
the combat aircraft and personalities of two 
world wars, and the many and varied ex- 
periments carried out over the years. Al- 
though this is essentially an American 
publication, aviation history is seen as a 
world wide affair. It is an expensive book, 
but one well worth owning. 

Individual exploits in aviation history are 
always exciting. Major W. G. More's Early 
Bird, (Putnam, 25/-), is a fascinating story 
ofa little known facet of the First World War. 
As a pilot in the R.N.A.S., More served in 
the Atlantic area on seaplane patrols, in 
East Africa, and took part in the develop- 
ment of the first aircraft carrier, Furious. 
Some of the photographs reveal how dan- 
gerous the attempts were in establishing the 
technique. 

Equally dangerous were the exploits of the 
war-time test pilots, whose story is told by 
Air Commodore Wheeler in That Nothing 
Failed Them, (Foulis 35/-). But the power 
of the air arm in the last war was not a little 
due to the long distance flying undertaken 
by the pioneers, and of these exploits the 
most exciting is the story of the conquest of 
the Atlantic by the aeroplane. F. H. and E. M. 
Ellis recount the history of this conquest 
from 1910 to 1940 in their book Atlantic Air 
Conquest, (Kimber, 36/-). This, too, is well 
illustrated with photographs not frequently 
seen. 

Those who have found themselves having 
to teach the history of the Royal Air Force 
at a fairly elementary level will welcome 
N. D. Smith's small book in the Pocket 
Histories series, The Royal Air Force, (Black- 
wood, 6/-). Hitherto the books available have 
been too specialised and academic, too 
narrow in their scope. This is a miniature 
study of the Royal Air Force, simply written 
and well illustrated (a rarity) with both 
photographs and drawings. A useful com- 
panion book is K. Munsorn's British Aircraft 
in the Veteran and Vintage series (Allan, 6/-). 
This consists of photographs (clear) and 
details on all the outstanding British civil 
and military aircraft, beginning with Cody's 
1907 British Army Aeroplane No. 1, and 
ending with the Fairy Jet Gyrodyne. The 
appendix to the book lists the details and 
location of all the known relics and museum 
pieces. The list is saddeningly short. 

MATHEMATICS FOR SIXTH FORM 
SClENTlSTS 

C. J. Tranter: E. U.P. 1964: 326 pp. Price 15/- 

A recent committee of the Science Teach- 
ers' Association has recommended a mini- 
mum of mathematics for the proper study of 
physics and other sciences at sixth form level. 
This book is a sequel to those recommend- 
ations. It assumes a knowledge of mathe- 
matics up to the ordinary level of the G.C.E. 
and the first four chapters are devoted to the 
algebra and trigonometry which is normally 
at the beginning of a conventional sixth form 
mathematics course. 

The author devotes the following chapter 
to graphs and the determination of laws from 
experimental data. As in the case of most 
other chapters of the book, there is an 
excellent introductory paragraph which 
indicates the purpose of the subsequent 
mathematics and how these topics will arise 
in later scientific study. The tone of this 
particular chapter is set by the opening 
words " mathematics is a study in its own 
right but it is an essential tool of the scientist 
...... " and there follows an account of 
graphical methods, empirical formulae and 
the process of curve fitting. This type of 
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approach is likely to give the budding 
scientist an early introduction to the rele- 
vance of mathematics and to demonstrate 
that mathematics is not just a requirement 
for passing examinations. 

Throughout the remainder of the book, 
calculus predominates ~ starting with a 
graphical introductiom by means of gradient 
and proceeding as far as the solution of 
simple differential equations. The techniques 
of integration are kept to a minimum and, 
within the limits of four chapters, the author 
has succeeded in giving a glimpse of the 
application of mathematics to such fields as 
dynamics and electrical theory. 

The reader is introduced to logarithmic 
and exponential functions by means of a 
straightforward statement of their vital 
properties. No attempt is made to prove 
these properties in the main body of the book 
and this is clearly a better approach than 
including a short so-called "proof" which 
lacks rigour. The purist can find a fuller 
treatment of these functions in an excellent 
appendix to the book. 

There are over 1,000 examples, many of 
them fully solved. They are well graded and 
the earlier examples of each set are straight- 
forward and consequently the book is very 
suitable for private study. The depth of 
treatment is insufficient for the mathematical 
specialist but certainly meets the need visual- 
ised in the report of the Science Teachers' 
Association. 

lt can be appreciated that keeping the size 
of a book of this type within reasonable 
bounds is a difficult task. However at the 
level of sixth form scientists it is disappoint- 
ing to find that if the discriminant of a 
quadratic equation is negative then " the 
roots are said to be unreal or imaginary." It 
seems that an opportunity to extend the 
number system to include complex numbers 
has been missed and even a short account 
of their representation as vectors on an 
Argand Diagram would have aroused in- 
terest in this important concept. 

SPACECRAFT AND BOOSTERS 

K. W. Cat/and: Iliffe : 85/- 

This account of all known launchings of 
space probes and satellites during 1961 is 
intended to be the first of a series designed 
to produce a complete record. The intense 
activity in the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R., 

highlighted by the launching of Vostok I, 
the first manned space vehicle, and followed 
by the first two-suborbital flights by the 
U.S.A. is emphasised. 

The wealth of information made available 
by the N.A.S.A. and the U.S.A.F. contrasts 
with the bare, often contradictory, details 
of U.S.S.R. launchings which thus required 
careful correlation. The ' wide-front ' 
approach to space research made in the 
U.S.A. to produce background knowledge 
is evident. 

Section one deals with complete vehicles, 
giving all pertinent details of construction 
and the finance for each launching. In ad- 
dition the aims of each programme are 
outlined, together with an account of previous 
knowledge. Interesting details are given of 
the unique instrumentation developed for 
space research. 

The second section (on boosters) is de- 
voted to the actual propulsion units used in 
the launchings. Considerable detail of rocket 
type, propellant and performance has been 
assembled, with an account of the advanced 
methods of fabrication and instrumentation. 

This is a comprehensive and readable 
reference book providing not only full 
technical data on each launching but also 
illustrating the U.S. efforts during the year 
for the advancement of space knowledge in 
preparation for more ambitious projects 
which followed in 1962. 

CHALLENGE TO THE POLES 
HIGHLIGHTS OF ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC AVIATION 

John Grierson 
G. T. Foulis & Co., Ltd.: 90/- 

The remote ice wastes of the polar regions 
have always excited man's imagination, and 
the desire to satisfy his natural curiosity has 
often inspired him to journey to the very 
ends of the earth. The climax in the heroic 
age was Captain Scott's ill-fated foot and 
sledge journey across Antarctica to the South 
Pole in 1912. But the age of polar aviation 
was already at hand and, in the following 
short space of fifty years, man in his winged 
vehicles has conquered the cold forbidden 
areas of the earth. 

Beginning with Andree's tragic free balloon 
ascent in 1897 and terminating with the 
inauguration of the first trans-polar passenger 
service by S.A.S. in 1954, this book covers 
the highlights of polar aviation. John Grier- 
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son describes vividly the characters whose 
triumphs and disasters have marked a half 
century of man's challenge to the Arctic and 
Antarctic skies. These men all shared that 
heritage of incredible courage handed on by 
polar explorers who had no better means 
than ships, sledges and dogs for their bitter 
struggles in the white expanses of ice and 
snow. 

Grierson, himself an Old Cranwellian and 
a professional pilot with an intimate know- 
ledge and experience of the Arctic and Ant- 
arctic, takes the reader through fantastic 
experiences of early polar flying. He tells of 
courage, despair ; success, failure ; stoicism 
preceding polar death ; the thrill and 
ecstasy of sighting new lands. Grierson, 
having watched the "desolate, inspiring and 
beautiful nakedness of Greenland " appear 
through the windshield of his tiny D.H. 

Fox Moth Seaplane in 1934, is well qualified 
to tell the story of the aviators' eloquent, 
enthralling account and comprehensive sur- 
vey of man's heroic endeavours in flying to 
the ends of the earth. All who wish to lift 
their spirit above the pettiness of worldly 
things would do well to read Grierson's 
gripping history of flight beneath the Arctic 
and Antarctic skies. 

NOTE : John Grierson, educated at Charter- 
house, was a cadet in ' B ' Squadron 
during the period 1928-29. He re- 
signed from the Royal Air Force in 
1946, and since 1950 he has worked 
for de Havillands. He is a member of 
the Council of the Royal Geograph- 
ical Society and a committee member 
of the Scott Polar Research In- 
stitute, Cambridge. 
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Brian Daubney, B.A., Lecturer in Music at 
the City of Leicester Training College, 
accepted the JOURNAL'S invitation to write 

this review. 
Few folk would disagree that the Gilbert and Sullivan operas are performed primarily for 

their musical content. The untopicality of Gilbert's satire on the cult of the aesthetic is therefore 
irrelevant ; though many of his jibes at the precious followers of" art for art's sake" are still 
capable of making us laugh. 

There was ample opportunity for mirth in the R.A.F. College's production of' Patience' 
on Monday, March 9th. Returning visits is often a mere duty. On this occasion, it proved for 
four friends and myself a positive pleasure. We had the enjoyment of entertaining a small party 
from the College at our production of Smetana's ' Bartered Bride' last November, and we 
were repaying the visit, our first, to the delightful and luxurious Whittle Hall. 

It needed only a few bars of the overture to assure us that we could expect a performance 
of impressive musical achievement. We were not disappointed. Flying Officer D. G. Robinson, 
the Musical Director, had clearly determined to avoid the all-too frequent pitfall of letting the 
orchestra swamp the singers. His players accompanied, where required, with the utmost deli- 
cacy, allowing Sullivan's melodies and Gilbert's words to fall with full effect on the ears of the 
audience. At times, when playing alone, they gave us splendid moments of panache. It was a 
personal pleasure for me to see two of my acquaintances from my years in Lincolnshire, 
Michael Thompson and his wife in the orchestra. Mr. Thompson's wide experience and pol- 
ished playing mark him as a leader of the greatest reliability. 

The vocal blend, never less than satisfactory, was often superb ; notably in the duets 
' Hey willow, waly-O ' and " When I go out of the door ' and in the sextet' I hear the soft note.' 
ln the large-scale numbers, Flying Officer Robinson drew forth a wide tonal range, from the 
subdued plaints of the love-lorn maidens to the bold, martial strains of the Dragoon Guards. 
Combined, these two bodies produced a glorious, full-throated diapason tone of considerable 
emotional impact. 

Individually there was some excellent singing. Millie Beavan in the title role sang with a 
charm and sweetness ideally suited to the natural simplicity of the heroine. In the more dom- 
inant role of Lady Jane, Jean Akrill used her rich contralto with great assurance and effect, 
and in the solo 'Silvered is the raven hair' with a nice touch of pathetic humour. 

The innate feminine charms of the Ladies Angela, Saphir and Ella (Hilary Tinkler, Joanne 
Monge and Pamela Gibbon) were enhanced by singing of such charm and grace as to disarm 
any full-blooded man. Bunthorne and Grosvenor (Brian Sandford and Colin Cruikshanks) 
- both of whose manly qualities are in distinct doubt until, "upon compulsion," Grosvenor 
becomes quite decidedly normal - sang with a natural, unforced delivery and admirable clarity 
of diction. Those three stalwart dragoons, Colonel Calverley, Major Murgatroyd and Lieut- 
enant, the Duke of Dunstable, (Peter Presland, George Shields and Richard Slogrove) were as 
ardent a trio of suitors as one could wish for, and the Duke suggested his aristocratic breeding 
in refined and sensitive voice. 

Tn view of such high musical attainment, the purely stage aspects of the production were 
less uniformly successful. Frank Redmond's chorus grouping tended to stick too rigidly to one 
pattern, though there were notable exceptions. In the first Dragoon sequence, for instance, 
there was evidence of greater initiative and imagination. More lily-wilting languor from the 
rapturous maidens was called for. The soloists too might have been encouraged to make more 
varied use of the stage and thus avoid those fatal straight lines. 

Individual performances frequently revealed some thoughtful and capable acting, especially 
by Brian Sandford. He used the acting area well and displayed obvious stage-sense in his re- 
actions to other characters' comments. He had, though, failed to grasp one element of Bun- 
thorne's nature. The characteristic impatience of the aesthete at lesser mortals' lack of com- 
prehension, is better expressed by the twisted visage, reflecting the tortured soul, unable to 
express its precise meaning. Brian Sand ford's jumps of frustration were out of character. 

Lady Jane expressed her character in clear terms. Initially stern with the love-sick maidens' 
blindness to reality, she later, with typical feminine " logic " revealed her own frailty by her 
doe-eyed fawning on the now deserted Bunthorne. 
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There was some very funny clowning from the dragoons-cum-aesthetes and they were ably 
supported by the two young ladies. Grosvenor, in his Cockney metamorphosis, was very con- 
vincing, but, as the self-entranced poet, missed his earlier opportunities. His first dialogue 
derives much more fun from an affected, rolling amplitude (of" Florentine, fourteenth-century 
frenzy," perhaps) ; to dash it off in throw-away vein robs it of its comical point. 

Great attention had clearly been given to the designing of the production. Peter Brooke's 
setting was most attractive. But I could not accept the regimented, moss-filled crevices in the 
walls ; surely the moss would have spread over the stone as well. Subtle lighting changes made 
telling effect. Lady Jane's sombre mood at the beginning of Act II was rightly reflected by 
David James. William Burnett's costumes were stylish and colourful, though the ladies could 
have made theirs more effective by a heightened awareness of the need for exaggeration of 
movement on the stage. Make-up by Judy Cook greatly assisted characterisation. A wig for 
Bunthorne's solicitor would have avoided that moment when his head appeared to be shrouded 
in ectoplasm - but it would have robbed us of a fortuitous laugh. 

And lastly, a word for Dennis McQuillan's attractive programme. This is a feature of a 
production that is often overlooked. Printed on the spot, I gather, this programme added the 
final touch to an evening of rare enjoyment. 
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THE RAPE 
OF THE 
BELT 

This play is a delightful romp and it would still be fun to see it done badly. On Thursday 
5th March 1964 in the Whittle Hall, the Cranwell Little Theatre company did it well, and a 
large responsive audience gave them the support they deserve. 

There were no weak links in the cast. Mrs. Jeanne Rice was a monumental dea ex machina, 
an omnipotent (almost) matriarch whose feathers could be ruffled, a formidable wet hen. 
Squadron Leader Derek Adams was an impressive Zeus whose wicked roving eye held us with 
awe and laughter. 

Amongst the mortals Flight Lieutenant Graham Martin sustained his junior leadership 
throughout, a creditable licentious lordling. Flight Lieutenant Mike Hesketh was an impressive 
Heracles who understandably had some difficulty with the volume control of his voice and 
looked a trifle self conscious at times. 

Mrs. Jackie Coombs made an attractive Amazonian queen. She is an accomplished actress 
but her mannerisms can loom larger than herself. Her flutterings were better controlled than 
usual. Mrs. Rosemary Wheeldon was charmingly voluptuous and yielding. She was less con- 
vincing in her brief essay into a martial role. This could not be said of Mrs. Hilda Slater who 
as an Amazonian R.S.M. gave us a mirth provoking imitation of a waspish Station Warrant 
Officer. Mrs. Irene Samm looked a delicious dish and Mrs. Val Eden looked handsome and 
competent. 

This play was well chosen, well cast, and produced with polished competence. It dragged 
a little in Act Three but one is accustomed to this in amateur productions. Perhaps our Cran- 
well hostesses are too generous with their pre-play hospitality and perhaps the air conditioning 
of the Whittle Hall could be improved. 

The production team provided their habitual efficient support. The more one knows of 
their difficulties the more one marvels at what they achieve in the time available. 
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THE ZODIAC 
IN THE 

ESTABLISHMENT 
In December 1963, the College Society Dramatic Section presented The Zodiac in the 

Establishment. Written by Bridget Boland, the play had only been performed once before - by 
the Nottingham Playhouse company in April 1963. 

The central character John John, played by Clive Mitchell, is an alchemist's assistant, who, 
in a drunken state, accidentally mixes and takes a potion which gives him everlasting life. 
Ironically, his initial delight turns to anguish in the course of his experience in centuries of 
existence and he carries out experiments to find a fatal mixture. 

When the play opens, John is employed as a laboratory assistant in a Government Scien- 
tific Establishment, where his strange ways arouse the suspicions of Leslie Firestone, played by 
Tony Wade - the security officer of limited intelligence who sees a communist under every 
scientist's bed. At the same time he develops a friendship with two scientists - Bob Tunstall 
(Bernard Doyle) and Ted Blake (Pete Smith). He saves Bob's life in a fire at the Establishment. 
Bob is consequently bound to him and offers him a room in his house and the use of his garage 
for experiments. 

Hounded by Firestone and Sir Cyril Fortescue (John Hill), the cold and supercilious Head 
of the Establishment, John redoubles his efforts to leave the world. He endears himself to 
Tunstall's wife Mary (Jackie Coombs) ; this feeling deepens until she imagines herself in love 
with him. Bob's marital problems attract the attention of the security men. Happily, however, 
Bob is reconciled with his wife, and John, finding an antidote to the elixir of life, gratefully 
passes away. But shortly before his death he accidentally drops some of the elixir in baby 
Tunstall's cough mixture . 



The play was produced by P. E. Birney and F. G. Rice, who managed to strike the right 
balance between the institutionalism and dedication to the expedient of the Establishment's 
Directing Staff and the broad humanity of John, Mary and her husband. John (Clive Mitchell) 
was a very strong character who welded the play together - grave and dignified, he made us 
feel the end was in sight in spite of his avowed indestructibility. Bob (Bernard Doyle) provided 
an energetic and angry contrast. Ted (Pete Smith) gave a creditable performance as an orthodox 
scientist. The representatives of the worst side on the Establishment, Sir Cyril Fortescue (John 
Hill) and Leslie Firestone (Tony Wade) received many laughs from the audience, but at the 
moment of transition from the absurd to the nasty, they rightly inspired disgust. Finally Mary's 
(Jackie Coombs) performance matched John's for strength and was the most subtle of all ; 
she conveyed impressions of motherhood, romance and commonsense with equal effect. All 
the characters could be heard clearly. 

The scenery was effective and the change from cold Establishment surroundings to the 
fairy-tale garage at Bob's house with its signs of the Zodiac and an alchemist's equipment was 
met with well-deserved applause. 

The deliberately heavy make-up was not entirely successful and the movements of the 
players lacked precision in the Second Act ; otherwise it was an able production. 
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First flights have a piquancy of their own. Pilot Officer K. B. Latton, a New Zealander 
in the Royal Air Force, became the first pupil of that Service to solo in the two-seat Hawker 
Siddeley Gnat trainer (in quantity production for Training Command) and here records his 
memories of the trip. 
Pilot Officer W. B. Latton won, on graduation in December 1962, the Sword of Honour and 
R. S. May Memorial Prize, the Queen's Medal, the Royal New Zealand Air Force Trophy and the 
Air Ministry Prize for War Studies and Humanities, the J. A. Chance Memorial Prize, and the 
Royal United Service Institution Award. He also was awarded Full Colours for Rugby. 

I walked into the Squadron Operations Room after lunch and looked at the afternoon's 
programme. Who was joking this time ? The schedule was for two dual sorties and a solo. 
Someone was certainly serious. l was pleased and a little sceptical at the same time: one always 
has a feeling of anticipated satisfaction at the prospect of achieving a ' first.' 

Our course comprised 22 members of No.82 Entry who had graduated from R.A.F. 
College, Cranwell, coming to Valley in the February of 1963 not even expecting to fly the Gnat. 
At the first lecture at Ground School we had been confronted with rather frightening looking 
publication - Pilots' Notes, Gnat T.Mk.l. One glance and, in our ignorance, we became 
somewhat concerned about the future. Surely it would take many hours even to go solo? All 
those emergency drills too ! 

The programme had not been running too smoothly. One of the dual sorties was cancelled 
and there were a few small exercises to cover before the first solo on type. These, as it turned 
out, were covered in one sortie, and included - apart from the main exercise itself - a con- 
trolled descent, manual circuits (simulated at altitude on a previous trip), streaming the tail 
'chute on final landing and emergencies. 

Yes, emergencies. By now those frightful looking pages had fallen into place. What is more, 
once we started practising, they proved no more difficult than those for the Jet Provost. In fact, 
the major ones required similar actions. One standard drill (remembered by the initial letters 
of each action - U.N.C.D.) is included in most of the major emergency drills. For initial 
practice we have the cockpit procedures trainer which is a mock-up of the front cockpit and so 
our normal drills and emergencies were thoroughly sharpened-up. The practice ensured all 
were confident with the emergency and normal drills even before flying the aircraft. I had also 
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at this stage completed five trips in the simulator, which does all but feed the pilot. As a result 
no time was wasted labouring through checks and strapping before a sortie as these had been 
thoroughly covered before we even got near an aircraft. 

So now I was ready for that solo. The only thing needed was an aeroplane to fly. 06 came 
down at 1700 hours and was serviceable ... I was briefed to fly around the local area (navi- 
gation is relatively easy around Anglesey, so long as one can see the coast of the island), then 
to rejoin to do some circuits. The turn-round completed, I signed the authorisation sheet and 
Form 700 and was on my way. Everyone treated this as a routine trip, no fussing, just get on 
with it. Just as well - the checks do take one's full concentration. These are rather lengthy 
after start-up although the pre-start checks are straightforward and relatively simple. 

"What was my call sign again ? Ah yes, that's it." 
"Let's check with the tower and get away before somebody changes his mind." 
Taxying out to the marshalling point gave me time to check the instruments, think about 

the trip, and reflect. 
"He's taken ten hours to go solo and was on' Treble-One' (No. 111 R.A.F. Squadron)." 
"Even the experienced chaps run off the runway occasionally." 
" It'll take you hours and hours to get off solo." 
Remembered too were those stories which somehow had filtered through to Cranwell. 

(I believe the latest rumour there is that one of us has ejected !). At that time we were ignorant 
and these rumours (for they were nothing more) did set one wondering about this new machine. 
Wonder what bright boy thinks them up ? Five-and-a-quarter hours dual~ six trips, and then 
solo, not bad, not bad at all. 

Take-off checks complete, clearance from A.T.C., line up, brakes checked and away. No 
time to think about other things now. No snags on take-off ; brakes on, gear up, after take-off 
checks. No one can stop me now. Two thousand feet in no time ; that is high enough for this 
trip. Regional Q.N.H. set. Now let's enjoy this trip, before the sweat of the circuits. Menai 
Bridge down there. Wonder if the police are stopping any cars. They sometimes do to check 
you have a right to be driving the thing ... No, not this time. Try a steep turn. Have a look 
around first. Now how did I get up to 3,000 feet ? Still, why worry, it's not part of the exercise. 
Check the instruments and contents gauges. Everything seems in order. What does TACAN 
say ? Yes, that looks about right. Idiot, you can see base so why switch on TACAN. Oh, just 
satisfying a curiosity and it makes those black boxes do something ! 

The technical ' mysteries ' of the aircraft had been solved for us by the conscientious 
technical instructor, who, with his carefully prepared models and diagrams, had given a sound 
basic understanding of the systems. Even the most complicated single system~ that for long- 
itudinal control - had been put into perspective, at least in theory. In practice we found it to 
be a little more difficult to understand fully. The critical points are the attaining of the correct 
trimmed speed at which the elevators are unlocked from the tailplane and at which the tail- 
plane accumulator exhausts in the event of a hydraulic failure and reverts to manual. We 
students had concluded that the answer was to fly at a steady 250 knots, the ideal speed for this, 
but the experts did not agree with this at all. By the solo stage we did have a better understanding 
of such problems and began to see the experts' point of view. 

How pleasant it is to fly the Gnat. The new instrumentation took very little getting used to, 
was not too difficult for us to interpret, and certainly is conducive to more accurate flying. The 
view from the front cockpit is excellent and even the biggest of us find it comfortable once 
' levered ' and strapped in. I had heard that one spends the first couple of trips with power 
controls continually twitching. This also proved to be false and physical handling is no great 
problem, even at the start, though one needs to keep a wary eye on the accelerometer during 
high ' g ' manoeuvres. 

Now for these circuits. Checks complete ; call up A.T.C. ..... The aim being to arrive 
back safely without damaging myself and, if possible, the aircraft on the runway ..... Spec- 
tators should be kept happy. Circuits need continual practice and we aim to do some at the end 
of each sortie. When one is 'switched on' they can be quite enjoyable and very satisfying if 
done well. The odd bad circuit is inevitable, even on the best days, and the answer is to go 
round again and sort things out. Once practised, we found our hands were not the blur we had 
expected, nor were our little minds all twisted up with panic, but actions could be carried out 

Page 85 



swiftly and smoothly with comfort. If one does a really good circuit, the original downwind 
throttle setting need not be altered till the threshold is reached, and this sometimes happens - 
even with students ! 

The first solo circuit appeared to be reasonable ; a little too long a drag on finals though. 
Getting airborne too soon on that roller. Second and third ; now that Vampire has landed and 
out of the way. Downwind for the fourth. So that is the trouble - too far downwind. By now 
I was happy. I could have gone on doing circuits till the cows came home (flight safety com- 
ment - fuel burns faster than cows walk). What is the time ? All the others have landed. 
Don't want to get unpopular by keeping everyone waiting. (Probably a secret fear of being 
dressed down for staying up too long). Just as well I am on the long runway, still a bit off in 
the art of braking without the maxarets getting out of phase and the aircraft waltzing down 
the runway. Need some practice at stopping. 

Thump ! We are down firmly - nosewheel down and brake - no, not that way, the 
runway is this way, that's better. Not too bad ... The aircraft showed no protest by going 
unserviceable ... ATC have not lodged any complaints. Seems the average chap can cope with 
this thing without too much trouble. The Gnat is very much a student's aircraft and a joy to 
fly. Better get rid of smug looks before getting out. Closing down and signing-up was straight- 
forward. Yes sir, this is the life, as though all birthdays have come at once. 

A successful trip, nobody said anything to the contrary. But, hey, what's this ? The ground 
crew changing 06's port mainwheel ? Well it was my first try ! 

This article first appeared in the Hawker Siddeley Review, Autumn 1963. 

R.A.F. Element, 
S.H.A.P.E., 

B.F.P.O. 6. 
8th January, 1964. 

The Editor, 
Royal Air Force College Journal. 
Dear Sir, 

On page 198 of Volume XXXV No. 3 of The Journal you invited Old Cranwellians to refute 
the suggestion that No. 89 (70 strong) is the biggest entry in the history of the College. 

On 9th January 1957, 69 flight cadets joined the Royal Air Force College as No. 76 Entry. 
One flight cadet immediately became a member of the entry on relegation from 75 entry (he 
was in hospital as a result of first-term boxing) so that No. 76 entry had 70 members from the 
very beginning. During its first term its members were swelled to 75 as a result of further rele- 
gations. 

No. 89 entry cannot therefore claim to be unique in starting 70 strong. I would like also to 
make a counter-claim that No. 76 entry has the distinction of the greatest ever number of 
suspensions and relegations - 36 ! 

Any more records ? 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) D. Lawrence, 

Flying Officer. 
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'Mowell : 1Ittstructtons tor torretne treveu, 1642 
Some have a custom to be always relating strange 
things and wonders, and they usually present them 
to the hearers through multiplying glasses, and thereby 
cause the thing to appear far greater than it is 
itself .... Others by a fantastic kind of ribanding 
themselves, by their modes of habit and clothing .... 
do make themselves known to have breathed foreign 
air ...• 

:rsacon's JEssars, 1597 
Travel, in the younger sort, is a part of education, 
in the elder a part of experience .... 
It is a strange thing that in sea voyages, where there 
is nothing to be seen but sky and sea, men should make 
diaries; but in land travel, wherein so much is to 
be observed, for the most part they omit it. Let 
diaries, therefore be brought in use. 
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AMERICA 

On the 23rd March 1964, twelve officers 
and eighty-six flight cadets from Cranwell 
and Henlow took off from Cranwell, des- 
tined for the United States, on board a 
Britannia of Transport Command. 

Our first visit was to Washington, where 
we were accommodated at Bolling Air Force 
Base. On the day following our journey we 
visited the British Embassy, after which we 
had the time free to look round Washington. 
We soon got to know many friendly Ameri- 
cans and it was not hard to appreciate that 
there is a very special relationship between 
British and American people. 

After two days in the capital of the United 
States, the party took off for Colorado. On 
the way we stopped at Offut A.F.B. to visit 
the H.Q. of Strategic Air Command. We 
were extremely well received at Offut and 
after lunch there, were given a fascinating 
lecture about S.A.C. and shown their com- 
mand centre. The efficiency of their com- 
munications had to be seen to be believed. 
At the touch of a switch they were, within 
seconds, in contact with Madrid, London, 
Florida, airborne reconnaissance patrols 
and many other places. The enormity of the 
power under the control of Offut A.F.B. was 
almost inconceivable. 

Later in the afternoon we left Offut for 
the last leg of our journey to Colorado. We 
eventually touched down, just as it was 
getting dark, and taxied to the dispersal 
point where a band was waiting to strike-up 
the ' Lincolnshire Poacher ' upon our arrival. 
We were soon bustled into three comfortable 
coaches and started on our way towards the 
Academy. As we drove through Colorado 
Springs along all the wide streets, motels, 
movies, gas-stations and hamburger stores 
displayed brilliant signs which flashed and 
flickered in the semi-light, providing a 
striking scene. Colorado Springs typified the 
cities of the West, which were planned to 
make full use of the enormous space avail- 
able. Most of the homes were bungalows, 
and although they were built close together, 
they looked comfortably uncrowded. 

At last we arrived at the Academy, and 
having met our hosts, were taken to dinner, 
after which our hosts saw to it that every 
minute of our lives was fully occupied. 
Americans are renowned for good hosting, 
but the cadets at the Air Force Academy 
excelled themselves. From formal dinners to 
dances and dates, fast cars and Italian food, 
Mach 5.0 wind tunnels and closed-circuit 
television lectures, we lived as Americans, 
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cramming experiences that should take 
three weeks, into three days. 

The last stage of our journey took us to 
New York via West Point. Here, even the 
senior cadets were obliged to conform to 
rules and ideas which Cranwell cadets found 
amazing. 

In New York itself we had the opportunity 
to spend the last of our money at the mercy 
of the city's famous high-pressure salesmen. 

Thursday 2nd April 1964 was the date 
set for our departure. As we drove out of 

New York trying to see the peaks of the 
towering sky-scrapers, we headed for Kenn- 
edy Airport and had the opportunity of 
glimpsing the World Fair preparations. At 
Kennedy we had lunch and then looked round 
what is probably the busiest airport in the 
world. Towards late afternoon we boarded 
our coaches for the last time and as Kennedy 
Airport and New York disappeared into the 
distance and darkness we said good-bye to 
America. 

No. 88 ENTRY VISITS TO B.A.O.R. 
UNITS 

During the Easter leave, flight cadets of No. 88 Entry made a training visit to Germany, 
where they were entertained by units of B.A.O.R. The purpose of this visit was to see some of 
the training and to become acquainted with the role of the Rhine Army Units in Western Ger- 
many. The visit was arranged so that each group of half-a-dozen cadets spent a few days with 
each of two units, from different arms of the Service. 

Most impressive were the demonstrations laid on by the Army, and it would be invidious 
to attempt to award the palm for spectacular efficiency to any one unit. We watched the 
Canadian Fort Garry Horses fire a battle practice in their tanks, 35 Le Cateau Battery, R.A. 
deploy and fire self-propelled guns with tremendous speed, noise and bustle and 39 Regt. R.A. 
demonstrate their atomic capability - much to our disappointment this did not result in the 
nuclear incineration of the nearby town. 

The various units were most generous (to individual groups) in the offer of their equipment 
to use : we all take an insane delight in playing with someone else's lethal toys. We duly drove 
tanks, Saracens, wheeled and tracked armoured personnel carriers, and every conceivable 
other form of vehicle. We riddled the ranges with bullets, our ears prudently stuffed with cotton- 
wool - ironic this, that future perpetrators of sonic bangs should be scared of an ordinary 
rifle. We littered the ground with mortar bombs and anti-tank rifle grenades (with these last, 
we were told, it is vital to hit the target first time - we achieved five shots on out of a total of 
sixty-five !). 

The most spectacular welcome was extended to our group by 1 Div. Royal Engineers. Feeling 
that our introduction to B.A.O.R. and Army life was sufficiently important to warrant its 
commemoration by ceremonial baptism, they organised this by means of the total immersion 

.of several cadets, a section of Sappers, a Champ and its trailer, by night, into the icy River 
Weser (into which, our readers may recall, the rats of Hamelin were piped by the well-known 

- ,, and much commemorated Pied Piper). Rats in the Middle Ages, flight cadets in the Atomic 
Age - the Weser has seen them all. 

A word now about extra-curricular, as it were, activities. The army's hospitality is rightly 
famous, and everywhere we were made welcome - with the exception of a certain Alsatian 
dog at the 11th Hussars' Mess, which had a rooted and at times unpleasantly violent objection 
to blue uniforms. Obviously no-one had briefed him. Apart from this episode, we were warmly 
received into every mess, and it is to be regretted only that our time was too short in Germany. 
Each unit showed us its home town, while in a body we were given a most instructive entree 
to Hamburg at night. Space does not permit us to enumerate and thank individually each host 
unit, but we most sincerely thank B.A.O.R. for a most interesting, challenging, and enjoyable 
trip. 
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No. 87 ENTRY VISITS TO ROYAL 
NAVY UNITS 

The flight cadets of No. 87 Entry, almost at the midpoint of their Cranwell careers, were 
distributed fairly widely across the seas for their service visits to Royal Navy Units during 
March. The purpose of the visits was to see something of the Navy's role in war, and how they 
operate to fulfil that role. As with the visits to Army units, and the reciprocal visits to America, 
this will aid future inter-service and inter-allied co-operation. 

The Entry was split up into four groups. One went to the Joint Anti-Submarine School, 
H.M.S. Sea Eagle, Londonderry, one to H.M.S. Fu/mar, the Royal Navy Air Station at lossie- 
mouth, and one to H.M.S. Excellent, Whale Island, Portsmouth. The fourth flew south to the 
sun-to Malta, home of the Mediterranean Fleet, where they stayed at Halfar Air Station. 

The Joint Anti-Submarine School is the result of co-operation between the R.A.F. and the 
Navy ; it exists to evaluate new anti-submarine weapons and tactics, and to train officers and 
units of both services in anti-submarine operations. There is a submarine depot ship at London- 
derry, and submarines are attached to the school from squadrons of the Home Fleet. 

The group arrived by air at Ballykelly, from which the flying elements of the courses at the 
J.A.S.S. fly their missions. Cadets were instructed in anti-submarine tactics and surface and 
air anti-submarine operations by ship, aircraft and helicopter. They visited 819 Helicopter 
Squadron R.N., and had an interesting and instructive flight in Coastal Command Shackletons. 

In spite of the fact that a fair proportion of the school is in fact based on the R.A.F. view- 
point, and therefore there was less chance of seeing the Navy at work, this was a most satis- 
factory trip, and as in the case of each group, the Royal Navy's traditional hospitality was 
much appreciated. 

H.M.S. Excellent, Whale Island, summed up by generations of naval officers as ' Gas and 
Gaiters,' is the Navy's first gunnery school, founded after certain embarrassing incidents in 
the Anglo-American war of 1812 (in fact, the school was not founded until 1830 - things 
moved at a more leisurely pace in those days). The aims of the establishment are to teach naval 
gunnery - in these days also rocketry - and to test new equipment. Over 3,000 students a 
year pass through the School on various types of courses. 

The cadets were shown much of the Portsmouth Naval Dockyard and the various shore 
establishments. They were also shown over the shrine of naval tradition, H.M.S. Victory, in 
her dry-dock resting-place. Their host officer for some time was Commander R. S. Falconer, 
R.N., who came to Cranwell in October last year as President of the judging board for the 
Ferris Drill competition. The organisation, true to the traditions of the School, was excellent, 
and the group learned much about the Navy. 

H.M.S. Fu/mar, near the village of Lossiemouth on the Moray Firth, lies in one of the least 
rugged and most pleasing parts of Scotland. lt is at present the home of 809 and 803 Squadrons, 
and from it fly Hunters, Buccaneers and Scimitars. Demonstrations and displays of 
Buccaneers and Scimitars and their simulators and weapons systems were arranged, as were 
weapon tactics, delivery and strike methods. 

Out in the Mediterranean, the fourth group enjoyed the best weather of any party. 
They were taken to sea in H.M.S. Crofton, a shallow-draft coastal minesweeper, when those who 
were not engaged in disgorging their breakfasts into the 'wine-dark' sea were privileged to 
witness a near-collision. They also saw all the confusion, good cheer and alcoholism of a Naval 
' Open Day ' in an old-established port, reminiscent of some incidents in John Winton's books. 
Malta can provide, so it is said, some strange things in the way of entertainment, but whatever 
they had hoped to find there, Straight Street was apparently a disappointment. 

Much of the enjoyment in many flight cadets' hearts comes from visits to units of other 
services and other countries, and every year the long-suffering older services take on the task 
of entertaining yet another band of light-blue cadets. The Navy especially deserves our sincere 
thanks for its efforts this year. 
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EASTER 
TRAINING 
CAMP 

At midnight on Wednesday 14th March, a 
party of over 100 officers and flight cadets des- 
cended upon Grantham station to begin their 
journey to Scotland for the 1964 Training Camp. 
Just over sixteen hours later we found ourselves 
on the camp-site at Lagganbridge, some four- 
teen miles from Dalwhinnie. The neatly ar- 
ranged base camp gave us no indication of 
what was in store for us and it came as a sur- 
prise to find we were expected to pitch our tents on 
a windswept ridge some 500 yards away. In the 
few remaining hours of daylight we discovered 

that erecting tents in the blissful surroundings of West Site is no practice for the real thing. 
Somehow, however, everyone managed to erect their store tent and two-man bivouacs before 
collapsing exhausted for the night. 

The next morning was spent carrying out much needed improvements on the sites and in 
some cases what appeared to be wholesale redevelopments. That afternoon we had our first 
taste of what was laughingly called ' hill walking.' At this stage the hills seemed remarkably 
like mountains, not least to the officers foolish enough to accompany us. Saturday brought 
us our first taste of the infamous Scottish weather when we were all soaked to the skin returning 
from an eight-mile navigation exercise. When we arrived back at base camp, before we could 
return to the comparative luxury of our tents, we had to undergo our first initiative test. These 
tests were to become a feature of the camp and it seemed that no day was complete without 
at least one such exercise. On Sunday all cadets attended Church services and returned re- 
freshed in mind and spirit to display their talents in the inter-section cooking competition. 
Despite the limitations of composite rations, such delicacies as brandy sauce and a brand of 
frozen peas which shall remain nameless appeared on the men us. 

Monday brought us our first real test in a point-to-point navigation exercise of over 20 miles. 
During this exercise we climbed to the barren peak of a nearby hill where a thick covering of 
snow and near gale-force winds made progress extremely slow. Navigation in these conditions 
was difficult to say the least. Consequently, when one section failed to return to base camp 
on time, a Shackleton from R.A.F. Kinloss was alerted. However, the missing section arrived 
soon after dusk none the worse for wear and completely oblivious of the fact that they had 
almost become involved in a mountain recue bid. Tuesday followed the same pattern as the 
previous day, the navigation exercise taking the form of an inter-section race. After these two 
gruelling days, the temporary sick quarters were almost as well patronised as the N.A.A.F.T. 
tent. 

As a reward for winning any such inter-section competitions, the triumphant teams were 
invited to accompany the officers to the Laggan Inn one evening. This proved to be a popular 
innovation and needless to say provided a great incentive. 

Wednesday brought yet another inter-section competition, this time a one mile race carrying 
full packs. Some very creditable times were returned but one felt that this was one occasion 
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when the victors' reward far outweighed the honour of participating. That evening the first 
night operation was staged. This consisted of an eight mile march to a selected camp site where 
temporary accommodation was to be erected for the night, using a parachute and wooden 
poles. Some sections proved more adept at this than others and when the time came to break 
camp the following morning a number of long faces could be seen peering out from under 
what could only be termed the wreckage of their tents. After a comparatively sleepless night 
the march back to base camp, carrying the poles part of the way, proved to be one of the most 
exhausting of the entire fortnight. Fortunately the rest of the day was allocated to further site 
improvement for the site competition the following day. Most sections decided that the more 
immediate need was that for a few hours sleep, which was duly satisfied. On Friday morning 
the site competition brought favourable comments about most sites, indeed one section even 
boasted running water in their store tent. This, however, was due to a geographical error in 
the siting of the tent and fortunately went unnoticed during the inspection. 

That evening saw the start of the ' modified ' escape and evasion exercise - modified because 
of the poor weather conditions of the previous few days. Each day we were to attempt to reach 
a certain rendezvous without being captured by the 'enemy,' made up of officers and N.C.Os. 
from base camp. The area around each rendezvous was deemed safe between 1700 hrs. and 
0700 hrs. the following day. To avoid capture, many of the four-man groups left armed with 
packs, tents, flares and emergency rations at first light, whilst the less energetic could be seen 
wending their weary way towards the nearest cover as late as 0655 hrs. At the end of two days 
evading the enemy's cunningly marshalled forces we were feeling a little footsore to say the 
least and it came as a pleasant surprise to find" hot toddies" waiting for us when we got back. 
The exercise ended at mid-day on Monday with yet more" hot toddies" at the final rendezvous. 
Exhausted, we were driven back to base camp where we were given our first fresh meal. Having 
eaten our fill we somehow managed to stagger back to our tents to collapse for the last time 
into our trusty sleeping bags. 

All that was left now was to clear up the sites, which was duly completed by mid-day on 
Tuesday. By midnight we were safely on our way back to Cranwell, and Grantham station 
had never looked quite so inviting as it did that wet Wednesday in the half-light of a typical 
Lincolnshire morning. Glad though we were to be back, most of us could not deny that we had 
enjoyed the camp and to that end credit should be given to the officers and N.C.Os. who ran 
it so efficiently, and not least to a certain sergeant who kept the camp supplied with fresh trout. 
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The Inter-section race 

An initiative test 

The camp site 
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LIFE ASSURANCE 
ITS FUNCTION. The main function of Life Assurance is the protection of present or 
prospective dependants against hardship resulting from your premature death and provision 
for yourself and them in later years if you survive normally. 
INVESTMENT VALUE. Life Assurance, especially Endowment Assurance, is however also 
the best possible long-term investment, because the money is invested wisely, and partly in 
" growth equities", by the Life Assurance Companies and because it is the only form of in- 
vestment subsidised by the Government. The subsidy consists of Income Tax Allowance on 
two-fifths of Premiums. For those liable to Tax at 7s. 9d. in the£ this means 15.5%. Thus, 
a net outlay of £84 10s. a year provides a premium of £100 a year, which is 18.34 % increase. 
WHEN TO START. The advantages of starting at the earliest date, to the extent which 
you feel you can afford, are : Lower Premiums because the load is spread over more years ; 
More years in which the Sum Assured grows by the addition of Bonuses ; Acceptance without 
extra Premiums on account of ill-health or postings to danger areas (Note-Once a Policy is 
in force, subsequent ill-health or postings do NOT affect it) ; and the factor of" Compulsory 
Saving" which prevents money being frittered away. 
EDUCATION. If you have or plan to have children, l suggest that you should safeguard 
their future. If you agree, I should be glad to discuss your problem and advise you of the best 
action for you to take. 
SELECTION. There is a deal of difference between Companies and between various types 
of Policy. Therefore, do NOT deal directly with any Company or its representatives. You 
need the unbiased advice of a Broker specialising in Service problems. I offer this advice 
without fee or obligation. I am not tied to any Company, and select the most favourable for 
each type of risk. 
INFORMATION REQUIRED. May I suggest you should let me know your date of birth, 
whether married or single, dates of birth and sexes of children, rates of pay and next increase, 
and how much you can afford in addition to any existing outlay. If you have any Policies 
in force, I recommend you to let me inspect them and tell you whether they are good value. 
In any case they may affect the type of new Policy you should consider. With this information, 
I can give you recommendations which you can accept or reject as you please. 
FLYING RISKS. For aircrew, extra Premiums are required, but the net cost is NOT greatly 
increased, because a large part of the extra cost is refunded by the Air Ministry (or Admiralty 
or War Office for Royal Navy and Army). I always give full figures and explanations. 
RETIRED or RETIRING OFFICERS are advised to consult me in regard to House Purchase, 
Investment of Capital, and the advantages of commuting half Retired Pay. 
OTHER INVESTMENTS. The factors affecting the problem include personal preferences 
for high yield, or the hope of capital appreciation ; the degree of risk acceptable ; existing 
investments. I shall be glad to discuss your problem and make recommendations. 
SURTAX and ESTATE DUTY. Suitable action can greatly reduce the burden. If these 
problems are at all large, let me advise you how to increase your net income AND net estate. 
GENERAL INSURANCES. We also arrange Kit, Motor, Winter Sports and all other 
Insurances in the best markets. 

Brigadier 
R. T. Williams R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 

2, DUKE STREET, BRIGHTON 
Telephone Brighton 28181 (2 lines) 

Member of the Services Insurance Brokers Association 

Major 
T. F. Williams 
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FIELD SHOOTING 

After the section's activities in the Lake 
District and North Wales members looked 
forward to what was expected to be the 
piece de resistance of two term's mountain- 
eering, namely the Glencoe trip. 

A party of nine arrived at Glencoe on the 
evening of Sunday, 29th December. The 
following morning everyone set out to climb 
along Buachaille Etire Beag, a ridge with 
peaks a little over 3,000 feet. Having heard 
some grim descriptions of snow conditions 
from other mountaineers, none of the party 
expected the superb snow and ice climbing 
previously experienced at Glencoe, but few 
found they had ever climbed in such miser- 
able conditions before. 

It was drizzling and fairly windy when the 
party left the Glencoe-Bridge of Orchy road; 
but by the time the snow was reached, some 
2,000 feet up the valley side, it had developed 
into near-freezing heavy rain whipped along 
by gale force winds, a combination even the 
finest anoraks failed to keep out. On the 
ridge itself where the snow lay fairly deep, 

Last season was very successful, the 
section's membership rising to over forty. 
Seven shoots were held at Barkston Heath, 
as a result of which 28 partridges, 12 
pheasants and 18 hares were bagged. There 
was also a successful clay pigeon shoot 
towards the end of term, which was attended 
by twelve members. 

Early in October a party of six spent a 
week-end wildfowling in Scotland. This 
proved to be very enjoyable and it is hoped 
to conduct a similar expedition in the Spring 
Term. Also on the wildfowling side a party 
spent a day shooting on the Wash after the 
Graduation Ball. 

The game season ends on the 1st Feb- 
ruary and the activities of the section will 
consist of wildfowling and clay pigeon 
shooting, until the start of the next season. 

MOUNTAINEERING 
conditions were even less pleasant. Under 
the snow were deep pools of icy water which 
filled boots all too rapidly. It was apparent 
that no reasonable snow and ice conditions 
were to be experienced, so the party des- 
cended a mountain of rapidly moving water. 
A thaw was in progress, as a swollen stream 
proved. It was crossed fairly easily on the 
ascent, but before everyone was back on the 
road, at least one member had shown us his 
swimming ability. 

The thaw continued throughout Tuesday, 
31st December, so that even rock climbing 
was out of the question because of the 
amount of water coming out of the mount- 
ains, but with the New Year came slight 
improvements, so that the party ascended 
the Paps of Glencoe and did some short 
rock climbs before leaving on Thursday, 
2nd January. 

The section plans to spend the week-end 
in February in North Wales rock climbing 
and part of the summer leave in the Pyrenees, 
drying out after the Scottish expedition. 
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RIDING 
The Autumn Term of 1963 may be fairly 

said to have established Riding on the 
" Activities and Sports Map " of Cranwell. 
Hitherto the majority of the Cadet Wing and 
other spectators knew the Riding Section as 
only a bunch of enthusiasts incarcerated in 
tumbledown buildings somewhere near the 
Officers' Mess. Now the section is in new 
quarters behind the M.T. Section and the 
Lodge. 

This event in itself did nothing to elevate 
the renown of riding at Cranwell, but it did 
lead to other bigger and better things. When 
the Royal Military Academy came up to 
Cranwell for the Cranwell - Sandhurst 
Sports Week-end they brought with them a 
riding team full of equally enthusiastic 
members, who were all destined for the 
Army's fashionable and unexpectedly 
flourishing Cavalry Regiments. The match 
consisted of a dressage event and a cross- 
country contest, and although the College 
team were narrowly beaten, Flight Cadet 
Wise managed to gain first place in the 
Competition overall. This was no mean 
achievement when it is realised that Sand- 
hurst have at least six or seven times as many 
riders as Cranwell can call upon. 

Later in the term the College team met a 
team from Imperial College, London 
University, in a match similar to that with 
Sandhurst, and although we were beaten 
individually, as a team we still managed to 
capture first place. It is hoped that this 
success may attract new members. 

MOTOR CLUB 
Interest in motor racing was stimulated 

at the start of the Spring Term when a party 
attended a lecture on " Engineering in 
Motor Racing " by Mr. Tony Rudd of 
B.R.M. This was followed by a visit to the 
B.R.M. works at Bourne and their engine 
testing bay at Folkingham in February. 

A number of members went to Olympia 
to see the Racing Car Show but were dis- 
appointed to find no B.R.M. after Mr. 
Rudd's excellent lecture. 

A certain amount of bad luck has veiled 
the other events planned for the term. A 
trip to the meet at Snetterton on March 1st, 
to race the D.K.W. belonging to Flight 
Lieutenant Mayes, the guiding officer, was 
cancelled when he went down with 'flu. A 

sprint meeting at Barkston Heath planned 
for March 15th was snowed off and many 
would-be competitors from Nottingham 
Sports Car Club and the R.A.F. Motor 
Sports Association were turned away. 

After last term's successes and failures we 
hope to go from strength to strength with 
a sprint meeting, trips to the main race 
meetings and racing the D.K.W. in Belgium 
and elsewhere. 

MUSIC 
During the Autumn Term 1963, the section 

made several visits to Nottingham and 
Lincoln to listen to various concerts. The 
highlight was a visit to the Sadler's Wells 
production of ' Rigoletto,' but concerts by 
Northern Sinfonia, Slovak Philharmonic, 
and the B. B.C. Symphony Orchestra, were 
also thoroughly enjoyed. 

The College Music Room will be open in 
the near future. All equipment has been 
purchased and it remains only to construct 
a cabinet to house it. 

The record library is being well used and 
among the 15 new records there is a small 
selection of jazz records. Finally it is hoped 
to form a small chamber music group to 
satisfy the demands of our more talented 
members. 

PRINTING 
The Autumn Term could be classed as a 

period of renaissance within the section. 
The section has now moved from its old 
quarters in the Junior Mess to a room in the 
much more comfortable Tutorial Wing. 

Also with the coming of No. 89 Entry 
new members began to learn the skills of 
printing. 

The work during the term was both of a 
personal and a business nature. The main 
business dealings were with other sections 
of the College Society, e.g. programmes were 
printed for the College's Drama Presentation 
and the Choral Society's Anthology. 

It is hoped that in future terms visits to 
printing works and exhibitions can be 
arranged in order to promote more interest 
in the section and that more cadets inter- 
ested in Printing as a hobby will come 
forward. 
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POTHOLING 

The section managed three expeditions 
to Derbyshire this term without any difficulty, 
owing to the mild winter. 

The first expedition was to Carleseverh 
Cave. Only one member of the expedition 
had been to this cave before, so it provided 
general practice. The cave proved very 
interesting and although the party tried to 
find a second entrance the attempt was 
unsuccessful. At one point, however, the 

~ v party came quite near to the surface, and 
could hear cars quite plainly on the nearby 
road. In places the ends of plant roots were 
found. A party of four is returning to Carles- 
everh at the beginning of the Summer Term 
to survey the cave and to make a stronger 
effort to find the second entrance. 

The second expedition was to Elden Hole. 
Elden is a vertical shaft in the side of Elden 
Hill, and is about 250 feet deep. The last 
120 feet have to be descended by ladder. 

The party hoped to try photography without 
the use of flash units. However the weather 
clouded over and began to snow, so the 
photography had to be abandoned. Elden 
was bottomed by the party and the primary 
aim of giving the party good practice at 
ladder work was achieved. 

The last expedition of term was to the 
section's main training cave, Hillocks Mine. 
Here new techniques of substituting ladders 
for ropes at certain points were tried out. 
The experiments were successful as the time 
taken by a party to reach the bottom was 
considerably improved using the new 
methods. 

During the Summer Term more expe- 
ditions will take place to Derbyshire and 
Devon, to train members of the section who 
are taking part in the proposed summer 
expeditions to Italy and to the Pyrenees. 
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GLIDING CHESS 
In the Autumn Term the emphasis was 

put on training the members of 89 Entry up 
to solo standard. Six new members went solo. 

The caravan was at last used on the North 
Airfield. It is a great advantage to gliding, 
providing accurate weather and air traffic re- 
ports and shelter from the Lincolnshire winds. 

The section's tug aircraft co-operated in 
two events last term. The first was as tug 
aircraft for an aerobatic display at R.A.F. 
Upavon. This was given by the British Gliding 
Aerobatic Champion, Flight Lieutenant D. 
Brisdon. Secondly help was given to the 
A.T.C. at Swanton Morley to make the gliding 
sequences for a television film on the R.A.F. 
and flying for British youth. 

Spring Term enabled the section to get in 
more than the average amount of flying. 
One particularly unseasonable week-end 
enabled the Secretary to do his Silver ' C' 

- .v cross country and Mason and Saunders to 
do their 'C' soaring duration. 

We start the Summer Term with the 
Olympia on a Certificate of Airworthiness 
inspection. Advantage is being taken of this 
to fit the artificial horizon and the oxygen 
system. At Whit week-end, weather per- 
mitting, Cranwell has been chosen as a 
turning point or goal for the British National 
Championships. 

The activities of the section during the 
last two terms have been concerned entirely 
with fixtures against local teams. The earlier 
fixtures were " friendly matches " against 
Lincoln, Horncastle and of course our 
annual fixture against the officers, the last 
of which was our only success. 

Half way through the Autumn Term we 
joined Division II of the Southern section 
of the Lincolnshire Chess League. Thus our 
matches became much more serious. 

At first we were not very successful, 
losing our first three matches. However 
during the spring term we recovered, and 
managed to win two, and draw the third of 
our three matches. Although these results 
will not put us anywhere near the top of the 
table, they should ensure that we keep clear 
of the bottom. 

During the Summer Term we start the 
" close season," but with plenty of support 
from the junior entries we can perhaps look 
forward to a more successful season this 
coming Autumn. 

LEAGUE RESULTS 

V. Boston' B' lost 
V. Skegness ' C ' lost 
V. Horncastle ' B ' lost 
V. Skegness ' D ' won 
V. Spalding ' B ' draw 
v. Mablethorpe won 
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DRAMATICS 
In 1962, the College's production of three 

one act plays involved the assistance of 
several young ladies from Lincoln. Later 
nine flight cadets took part in Bishop Gross- 
eteste College's recent production of Arthur 
Miller's "The Crucible." 

" The Crucible " was inspired by the 
American anti-communist purge by McCarthy 
but the story is based on the religious witch- 
hunts of the seventeenth century, in this case 
the small town of Salem, Massachusetts, in 
1692. It tells how a small group of people 
can rouse a society to go against reason in 
the name of conscience and fear of the 
unknown. A number of people, and es- 
pecially one man, are trapped by circum- 
stance and murdered by the law. At the same 
time the play shows how a man can retain 
his self-respect in his worst hour. 

The cast were set two major challenges : 
it is a difficult play, and it was to be 
the first full production on a new stage. The 
set was in the modern style based on that 
at the "Mermaid," being a simple design 
relying on the lighting for effect. The cast 

were also fortunate in having good make-up 
specialists. 

Those who saw the production thought it 
was successful and of good professional 
standard. Those who were fortunate enough 
to be in " The Crucible " will long remember 
a very enjoyable acting experience. Tf anyone 
can be singled out for special mention it 
must be Rosa Blandford, the Producer. 

In the Spring Term the cadets took part in 
two of three one act plays performed at 
Bishop Grosseteste College on 21st February 
1964. 

After the challenge of " The Crucible " 
these were in a much lighter mood. " The 
Man in the Bowler Hat " was a straight- 
forward comedy involving "goodies" and 
" baddies " and a string of hat-boxes in every 
principal Railway Left Luggage Office in 
London. "El Campesino " was a more 
conventional story set in South America 
with a touch of drama, a dash of romance, 
and a thumping good fight scene. The plays 
were produced and directed by girls from 
the B.G. College as part of a special study. 

The College production of The Zodiac in 
the Establishment is reviewed elsewhere. 

The Crucible 
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The season of 1963-64 has so far been one 
of the most successful Cranwell has had. In 
all, three officers and thirty cadets skied on 
the two parties run by the College. Ten of 
these went on the usual team trip to Switzer- 
land, while the remainder took advantage 
of the generous offer by the French Air 
Force of a week's stay as their guests at 
Ancelle, a resort in the Maritime Alps. 

THIRD INTER-SERVICE COLLEGES 
SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 

For the Cranwell Team this winter the 
championships were divided into two periods; 
firstly, training with the R.A.F. teams in 
Zermatt, and secondly, pre-race training and 
the races themselves in St. Moritz. Cranwell 
trains under the R.A.F.S.W.S.A., based in 
Zermatt ; Sandhurst and Dartmouth train 
under the combined Services Organisation 
in St. Moritz. The races themselves, con- 
sisting of a Downhill and a Slalom, are 
organised by the Combined Services, under 
International Ski Race Rules. 

ZERMATT 
The College party of ten cadets arrived in 

Zermatt on December 20th. After getting 
the equipment, the party was introduced to 
Flight Lieutenant Guy Whitey, the captain 
of the R.A.F. team, who explained the 
organisation to the new members. 

Like all European resorts this year, Zer- 
matt was feeling the effects of a poor snow 
year. On even the upper slopes, rocks and 
tussock were showing through and the snow 
was of poor quality. This was to make train- 
ing more difficult as great care had to be 
taken to avoid damaging skiis and bad falls. 

- ¥ However much was achieved during the 
period, despite snow conditions, and the 
weather itself was perfect. 

The following day the whole R.A.F. con- 
tingent went to one of the higher runs for 
sorting out into classes. The results of this 
were : Hughes S. P., Lanham and Richard- 
son to the R.A.F. 'A ' Team ; Brereton- 
Martin, Akers-Douglas, Head and Mason to 
the ' B ' Team ; Christy, Blagbrough and 
Hughes M. J. to the Zermatt Ski-School. 

The cadets trained in these groups for the 
remainder of the training period. 

The ' A ' team had their own instructor, 
a Canadian, Alan Rayner, who will remain 
with the R.A.F. Team until the Combined 
Services Championships at the beginning of 
February. The 'B' Team had one of the 
full-time Zermatt instructors as did those in 
the ski-school. 

During the period the teams trained 
mainly on downhill running with only 
a little slalom. There is a problem here in 
that although slalom training is urgently 
required for the Cranwell team, quite some 
time must be spent really regaining ski-legs 
and perfect confidence. Beginning slalom 
too early can cause frustration and lack of 
confidence happened to last year's team. 
This problem was more difficult because 
the races were very early this year, on the 
30th and 31st December, instead of January 
4th. Nothing much could be done, however, 
and it was unfortunate that only three of the 
Cranwell team could do any slalom at all. 
Some compromise may be reached next year. 
This led to a Cranwell team policy of con- 
centrating on winning the Downhill, while 
doing as well as possible in the slalom. 

Training was done mainly on the higher 
runs, Gornergrat and Swartzee, while the 
slalom practice was done on a special slope 
lower down, set aside for that purpose. 
Christmas day was free, and most took the 
opportunity of some free skiing with not too 
much effort. Although they were on holiday 
everyone took the training very seriously. 

The 26th December was the last training 
day in Zerrnatt, and preparations were made 
for the trip to St. Moritz. The College team 
was finally selected : Hughes S. P. (captain), 
Lanham, Richardson and Akers-Douglas. 
Racing as reserves would be Brereton-Martin 
and Head. 

ST. MORITZ 
The team travelled to St. Moritz on the 

27th, a tiring and full day's journey round 
the mountains. They were met by -Wing 
Commander Scannell, on holiday in St. 
Moritz, who had kindly agreed to be Cran- 
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well Representation and Non-Racing Cap- 
tain for the third year running. 

Conditions at St. Moritz were extremely 
good and snow was fairly plentiful. It was in 
fact almost the only resort in Switzerland 
with anything like skiable snow, and con- 
sequently was very crowded. The Sandhurst 
and Dartmouth Teams were well-established 
after ten day's training. Sandhurst were fit 
and confident, but the Navy were having 
some trouble with sickness among their first 
four races. 

The next two days were devoted to be- 
coming accustomed to the St. Moritz snow 
and the College Teams own metal skiis, and 
learning the Downhill course which had 
already been set. The Downhill, although 
technically an easy course to ski, was very 
fast and had its traps for the racing skier. 
These practices were not without incident, 
but by the second day all the Cranwell team 
were fairly confident of the course. The 
secret of downhill racing is to know the 
course by heart, so that one knows exactly 
what to expect next. 

On the second day, however, Hughes fell 
during a practice and pulled a tendon in his 
leg. On seeing the local doctor he was ad- 
vised not to ski for at least three weeks. 
Brereton-Martin was brought in as fourth 
racer. It is worth mentioning at this point 
that for these two days, Cranwell had no 
instructor. The team depended on coaching 
themselves with the assistance of Wing 
Commander Scannel. 

The 30th was a fine, clear day, ideal for 
racing. The Downhill was held at 1.00 p.m. 
and resulted in a win for Cranwell with four 
of the first six places. Lanham took first 
place, Richardson second, Brereton-Martin 
fourth and Akers-Douglas sixth, with times 
of 93.11, 101.1 , 108.1, and 109.2 seconds 
respectively. This put Cranwell 30 seconds 
ahead of Sandhurst, second, with Dart- 
mouth third. Head as Cranwell's one reserve, 
clocked a very good time for his experience. 
Two Sandhurst skiers who fell were allowed 
re-runs, but Cranwell's subsequent protest 
was upheld and the re-runs were disallowed. 
Cranwell's fastest and second fastest times 
were only beaten by one and two respect- 
ively, of the British Junior team who ran 
the course for experience. 

The remainder of the day was given to 
slalom practice, and it was during this 
practice that Head took a fall, injuring his 

shoulder. He was unable to race next day 
and the team was reduced to its four racing 
members only. 

On the next day, the 31st, the slalom was 
timed for 9.30, but there was sufficient time 
to examine the course, which had been set 
the night before. It consisted of 45 gates and 
although not too difficult was very tight. 
From the start Cranwell felt their inexperi- 
ence and lack of practice. This coupled with 
some bad luck gave Sandhurst the race. On 
the first run all went well and Cranwell 
gained some good times although not the 
fastest. On the second run however Cranwell 
lost the vital seconds. Richardson made two 
good runs to take third place, Akers-Douglas 

skied well to take fourth place. Lanham fell 
on his second run, losing a ski, which dropped 
him to eighth place. The same happened to 
Brereton-Martin. Sandhurst, skiing well, 
took first and second places, and won the 
race. 

With Cranwell and Sandhurst sharing 
equal honours of a race each, it remained to 
see how the points would come out. Races 
are not decided on times as such. The times 
are submitted to the International Racing 
Points System, in which the winning team 
starts at zero and others are awarded a 
penalty point. Also under these rules, slalom 
carries more points than downhill. 

In the final result Sandhurst were first, 
and Cranwell second by a very narrow 
margin, with Dartmouth third. 

However, Flight Cadet Richardson's high 
placings in each of the races gave him the 
individual championship, the first time this 
has been won by a Cranwell cadet. 
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This ended a good performance by the 
Cranwell team, and as it is likely Cranwell 
will have much the same team next year, 
hopes are running high for the next cham- 
pionship. 

The holiday was rounded off by two days 
free skiing. After the pressure and tension 
of race-training, this time was particularly 
enjoyable. The weather was perfect, the snow 
remained good, and a number of new runs 
were tried. During this period Akers-Douglas 
broke his hand in what he claimed was an 
accident at very high speed. This is viewed 
with some doubt by some team members. 

With only half of the team now remaining 
unscathed, it was mutually agreed that this 
was perhaps a good time to end a very 
successful holiday. 

ANCELLE 
During the Christmas leave a party of 

Officers and cadets visited Ancelle in the 
French Alps for a skiing holiday. The visit 
was arranged through the French Air Force 
who have a skiing centre at Ancelle. The 
party stayed in a chalet owned by the French 
Air Force, and were provided with skiing 
equipment and instruction. 

The majority of the party were novices at 
skiing. The French instructors or ' mon- 
iteurs ' were faced with the task of starting 
from scratch in a language alien to their 
pupils. The cadets were keen to get to grips 
with the problem, and at the first opportunity 
they took to the nursery slopes. They would, 
never have believed that two pieces of wood 
could have been so cumbersome. Many a 
cadet was amazed to see a small French boy 
flash past him, as he struggled to get to his 
feet, or skis. After two or three lessons on 
the nursery slopes, and a great deal of 
patience from the instructors, signs of 
progress could be seen. Cadets cautiously 
made descents using the ' snow plough ' 
technique, called ' chasse neige ' by the 
French. Gradually the skis became less 
cumbersome, and the cadets controlled the 
skis rather than the other way round. 

The next step towards mastery of skiing 
was to leave the nursery slopes and go up to 
the higher slopes. This involved the use of 
the ' teleski,' which at first glance appeared 

to be a simple operation. The first attempt 
dispelled this idea, and most cadets managed 
about ten yards before a spectacular spill 
occurred. An abundant supply of free ski 
lift tickets provided by the instructors 
eventually got over this problem. The initial 
descents of the higher slopes were painfully 
slow, and quite often physically painful as 
well. After a few runs, some cadets were 
making quite good progress. 

The weather during the stay was warm and 
sunny. Towards the end of the stay, lack of 
snow at Ancelle forced the party to go 
further afield for skiing. One day was spent 
at Merlette, which is probably remembered 
by cadets for its cable cars as much as for 
its skiing. The snow here had turned very 
hard and only the more intrepid skiers made 
the run. The others enjoyed the ski lifts and 
the superb view from the top. 

The final day came and the party travelled 
to Vars determined to demonstrate to them- 
selves that they had learnt how to ski. The 
summit at Vars was over 10,000 feet and an 
inspiring if not daunting spectacle for 
novices. For the sake of self respect, most 
cadets went to the top and came down on 
skis. Style may have been lacking but de- 
termination was there. 

The party had been warned not to expect 
too lively an apres-ski. Ancelle is not one 
of the more popular ski resorts and there 
are only one or two hotels in the village. 
However some very pleasant evenings were 
had and Anglo-French relationships appeared 
to flourish. Wine and music seemed to dispel 
the language barrier. New Year's Eve was 
celebrated in fine style. The entire village 
was out for the occasion, and two cadets 
with musical inclinations were widely ap- 
plauded. Very little skiing was done on New 
Year's Day. 

At the end of the visit, the party was 
reluctant to leave Ancelle after an excellent 
holiday. Some cadets finally became better 
than others at skiing, but all had thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. The French Air Force 
made the party most welcome, and gave 
every assistance possible to make the visit 
a success. It seems likely that the visit may 
be repeated in future years. 
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During the last term the 
Section has had good support 
from the Junior Entry, and 
has doubled its membership. 
With the increase in numbers 

there has also been an appreciable increase 
in activity. Visits were made to R.A.E. Bed- 
ford, Dowty Rotol Ltd., and David Bud- 
worth Ltd. 

At the beginning of term the lift engine on 
the hovercraft was changed from a B.S.A. 
500 cc model to the more powerful 650 cc 
engine. An experimental "skirt" was fitted 
and many " hovers " were made. All efforts 
to make the craft go forward have still 
failed, but it should be remembered that the 
craft was not designed for forward pro- 
pulsion from the start. 

The latter part of the term was largely 
spent in planning the new hovercraft, CH-2. 

We have been promised the loan of a gas 
turbine engine to drive a specially designed 

• fan, to lift the craft which will weigh over 
½ ton. The craft will be 18ft. long and 10ft. 
wide, and will initially carry a crew of two. 
It is designed as a low speed craft with good 
control. Wind tunnel tests have nearly been 
completed, and are very successful. 

Materials are now being obtained and 
construction is about to commence. It is 
hoped that the new project will be almost 
finished by the end of the summer term. 

STOP PRESS : Very recently the new 
peripheral " skirt " was tested and proved 
to be extremely successful. At a hover- 
height of six inches, five people have been 
lifted, the A.U. W. at the time being ¾ ton. 
Preliminary propulsion engine tests were 
promising, but a more powerful engine may 
be required .... At last we are reaping the 
fruits of many months hard work ! 

Page 107 



.SPORTS 



Whenever trouble threatens, an armed force must 
have men and equipment ready for immediate 
action. 

Hawker Siddeley make a unique contribution to 
such operations. Producing Europe's larges(range 
of strike, reconnaissance, communications and 
transport aircraft, they provide the mobility and 
power vital for success. Behind the lines, Hawker 
Sidde!ey training aircraft produce the pilots and 
aircrew of the future. In VTOL aircraft Hawker 
Siddeley are world leaders. 

Throughout the Free World Hawker Siddeley 
help maintain security and peace. 

HAWKER 
SIDDELEV 

HAWKER SIDDELEY AVIATION 
32 Duke Street, St. James's, London, S.W.1 

The largest aerospace group in Europe manufacturing civil airliners, civil and military transports, military strike air- 
craft, military trainers, business aircraft, missiles, rockets and a wide range of components and aerospace equipment. 
Hawker Sidde!ey, with world-wide sales and service facilities, also supplies transformers, switchgear, alternators and 
ocher heavy electrical plant, locomotives, marine and industrial diesel engines from 3.5 to 7,072 BHP, transport 
refrigeration units, land sea and air navigation systems, light alloy products, sewage treatment plant, agricultural 
equipment and light and_heavy general engineering products. 
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RUGBY 

WINTER TERM 
Under the captaincy and scrum-leading of Thorn 

as~isted by Wood as vice-captain, the !st XV main: 
tamed the high standard of play shown in the previous 
season. 

The arrival of 88 Entry in January and 89 Entry in 
September provided the College with 42 potential 
rugby players, and at the beginning of the season the 
Captain's List contained 83 names, and thus in 
addition to the 1st XV and 2nd XV, two equal' 3rd 
XVs the Bulldogs from ' A ' and ' B ' Squadrons and 
the Demons from 'C' and 'D' Squadrons had 
regular games. 

The regular !st XV played together for the first 
time against London Scottish' A' XV, but were well 
beaten by a stronger and more experienced team. 
From then on, the standard of play increased with 
~ach game and some fine wins were achieved, notably 
m the games against Blackheathians, which the 
College won by 18 points to 9 points, and against the 
R.A.F. Officers' team, which the College won by 
14 points to 3 points after the best performance of 
the term. 

The inter-collegiate games, although fought with 
the usual enthusiasm, yielded disappointing results. 
The College was defeated by 14 points to 3 points 
by_ B.R.N.C. Dartmouth. and by 15 points to 0 
points by the R.M.A. Sandhurst. The fixture against 
the R.A.F. Technical College, Henlow has this 
season been transferred to the Spring term. 

Of last season's 1st XV, only four players were 
at the College at the beginning of this season. 
D~ckenfield an? Hedges joined Thorn to provide a 
solid and effective front row. Mention must be made 
of Duckenfield's fine hooking, and of Thorn's and 
Hedge's Joose play. Webster and Doyle in the second 
row worked very well, Doyle rarely being out- 
jumped in the line-out. Perhaps the greatest com- 
petition for places existed in the back row, where the 

College were fortunate in having four able forwards 
m Wood, Humphrey, Williams and Thompson 
vying for selection. The half-backs of Pearson at 
scru~-half, and S~nott at fly-half proved to be an 
effective combination, with Pearson's breaks close 
to the scrum and Synott's elusiveness initiating some 
excellent movements. 

l!1 _the three-quarters, new players had to be found 
t? _JO!Il Loveday on the right wing. The centre po- 
sitions were filled by Hughes-Lewis and Rowe and 
the left wing position by Thorley, making a three- 
quarter line which was solid in defence and aggressive 
m attack. When Rowe was injured half-way through 
the term, Shimrnons joined the 1st XV, and soon 
proved to be an able three-quarter. At full-back 
C_hristy's _place kicking was consistently good, and 
his tacklmg prevented several scores against the 
College. 

_The !st XV pack, although light in comparison 
with many opposmg teams, was rarely overcome in 
the light scrums, and their mobility, combined with 
that of the three quarters, resulted in some attractive 
fast and open games. ' 

The 2nd XV, under the captaincy of Cheshire and 
the Demons under Seymour, both had good seasons 
but the finest record was that achieved by the BuJJ: 
dogs, who lost only one game in fifteen. Credit must 
go to the Bulldogs' and Demons' captains for main- 
taining such a high standard of play in their teams, 
when players were frequently required to fill places 
temporarily, in the 1st XV and 2nd XV. ' 

1st XV 
2nd XV 
Bulldogs 
Demons 

RESULTS 
Played 

17 
17 
15 
13 

Won 
8 

12 
13 
9 

Lost 
9 
4 
l 
4 

Drawn 
0 
] 
1 
0 
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RUGBY-SPRING TERM 
The College were fortunate this term in losing only 

one member of the 1st XV with the passing out of 
84 Entry. However, the 2nd XV, the Bulldogs, and 
the Demons suffered more heavily. This, and 90 
Entry's not joining the College until April reduced 
the captain's list to 55 names at the beginning of 
term, and as a result, a maximum of only three teams 
could be fielded, the Bulldogs and the Demons being 
merged into a single 3rd XV. 

Of the three teams, the best results were achieved 
by the 2nd XV and the 3rd XV, and their captains, 
J. Allison and .I. Hughes, are to be congratulated 
on the performance of their teams. The lst XV, 
after a term playing together, combined well together 
and achieved some fine wins. 

As is usual, the 1st XV opened the term with a 
game against the Station side and again, as usual, 
the game proved to be very closely fought, resulting 
in a draw. Because of several cancellations due to 
poor weather, the next game, against Bedford 
Wanderers was played three weeks later. The heavier 
and stronger Bedford pack was well held by the 
College during the first half, but in the second half 
Bedford gradually gained command and the result 
was a 25 points to O win for Bedford. The inter- 
collegiate game against the Royal Air Force Tech- 
nical College, Henlow, was one of the most attract- 
ive games of the term. Both sides played fast, open 
rugby, the score mounting equally for each until 
just before " no-side," when the College increased 
their one point lead by a goal, and won by 19 points 
to 13 points. 

The highlight of the season was the visit of 25 
players to Guernsey to play the Guernsey Rugby 
Football Club. The 2nd XV's 28 points to O victory 
on Saturday was followed on the Sunday by the 
lst XV's very hard fought game in very wet con- 
ditions, which the College won by 8 points to 3 
points, inflicting upon Guernsey their first defeat 
of the season. A most enjoyable week-end was spent, 
and the hospitality of the opposing players when the 
teams were delayed for a day, due to weather con- 
ditions, was very much appreciated. 

The game against L'Ecole de L' Air was this year 
played at Cranwell, and despite strong winds and 
sleet showers, both sides played open, attacking 
games, the L'Ecole almost scoring on several 
occasions. The College,however, were the better team, 
their rapid switching of play from one side of the 
field to the other frequently confusing the French, 
and deserved their victory by two penalty goals to nil. 

Throughout the season all teams maintained a 
high standard of play. For the future, the pres- 
ence of many cadets of junior entries in the sides, and 
the joining of 90 Entry in April and 91 Entry in 
October indicate that four strong sides will be fielded 
next season. 

1st XV 
2nd XV 
3rd XV 

RESULTS 
Played 

14 
10 
9 

Won 
7 
8 
7 

Lost 
6 
2 
2 

Drawn 

SOCCER 

For College Soccer the Autumn Term was one of 
mixed fortunes. The First Xl began with a con- 
vincing 9-0 win over Scunthorpe G. S. in which Rump 
and newcomer Yates scored 4 and 3 goals respect- 
ively, and in the period before mid-term other notable 
victories were won at the expense of Repton, Lincoln 
City School and University College London. The 
biggest defeat suffered by the team was at the hands 
of Arsenal's talented apprentice professionals who 

• came to Cranwell and won 6-0. 
The standard of football played at this time was 

not as high as in the opening weeks of the 1962-63 
season. But the newcomers to the team, Earl in goal, 
Holliday at wing half, and Yates at centre forward 
fitted in well, and it was possible to hope for great 
things in the inter-College games. 

Unhappily Yates was injured just before the mid- 
term break and further injuries disrupted the side so 
that the Dartmouth game came along with the team 
somewhat unsettled. Nevertheless this match proved 
to be a memorable occasion in which Cranwell 
played some of their most attractive football of the 
term. The College made Dartmouth a present of a 

goal in the opening minutes of the game because of 
a misunderstanding in defence, but for the remainder 
of the first half Cranwell were markedly the better 
side. Rump and Haddock worked tirelessly for an 
equalizing goal and both frequently came near to 
scoring. It was not until almost half-time, however, 
that Cranwell did get on level terms when Derviller 
forced the ball in from Lawrence's corner kick. 
Rump scored a splendid goal at the start of the 
second half and from then until fifteen minutes from 
time the College appeared to have the game well 
within their grasp. But then the match suddenly 
came alive as Dartmouth, throwing discretion to the 
winds, pressed for and eventually got an equalizing 
goal. Seconds later they were ahead. Haddock 
promptly scored again for Cranwell but the Dart- 
mouth side continued their desperate offensive against 
a defence which had lost its earlier composure. In 
the closing minutes they scored their decisive fourth 
goal. The College were desperately unlucky not to 
draw level again, however : for with what was almost 
the last kick of the match Rump set the ship's 
timbers shivering - for the third time in the game. 
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So reputations and honour were at stake when 
the team took the field against Sandhurst on the 
following Saturday. And, appropriately, the College 
won a notable victory. Robinson scored an early 
goal before having to leave the field with a dislocated 
shoulder. Rump followed this with two superb goals, 
although in fairness it should be mentioned that the 
Sandhurst 'keeper was not at his best after having 
been involved in an earlier goalmouth clash. Even so, 
the College were down to JO men themselves and 
were thankful for their 4-0 interval lead (Derviller 
having scored in the closing minutes of the first half), 
for after the break the pace began to tell. A well-taken 
goal by Haddock put the issue beyond doubt, how- 
ever. Sandhurst fought hard to get back in the game. 
But a tight defence, covering well and tackling 
expertly contained the threat. 

Jt was with spirits higher, therefore, that the College 
took on the Army officers' side - Crusaders - in 
the Argonaut Cup match which was their last game 
of the term. It proved to be an exciting match, with 
the outcome in doubt until the dying seconds. Just 
before the final whistle Rump gathered the ball on 
the edge of the Crusaders penalty area and sent a 
strong shot to the far corner of the goal, giving 
Cranwell a victory by 3 goals to 2. 

But this account stresses the high spots. Inex- 
plicably the College side lost 5-3 to Lincoln City 
School at Lincoln, and further defeats were suffered 
in games with the Constabulary, Caius College, 
Cambridge and Sheffield Training College. Mixed 
fortunes, indeed. 

For the Second XI the story is more straight- 
forward. Of the 15 games the team played all but 
6 were lost. Calls for players by the 1st XI meant 
that only exceptionally did the same 11 players turn 
out together for successive games, and this prevented 
Jackson from being able to weld his side into a 
footballing unit. In view of this difficulty all credit is 
due to the team for their wins over Kimbolton 
School's First XI and Wintringham Grammar School 
and the draws they forced with the Leicester Uni- 
versity and Sheffield Training College reserve sides. 

At the end of the term colours were awarded to 
Earl and Holliday - both of whom gave excellent 
service to College Soccer during their time at Cran- 
well - and to Moore, Rump, and Swinney who will 
it is hoped form the experienced nucleus of the 
1964-65 side. 

The Spring Term began badly. On the first Sat- 
urday of term the First XI lost by the odd goal in five 
to Huddersfield Amateurs and the Second XI were 
beaten 8-0 at Skegness by a young but skilful Gram- 
mar School side. Nor did things improve for some 
time. The First XI had six games without a win, 
including a defeat at the hands of United Hospitals 
to put an end to the College's aspirations in the 
Argonaut Trophy competition, and a trouncing by 
8-2 from a Nottingham Forest XL 

The annual fixture against Henlow saw the first 
victory of the term. The first half of this match was 
played at a frenzied pace and the standard of the 
football was disappointing. By half-time each side 
had scored a single goal, although had forwards 
been less hasty and anxious each team might have 
had a hat-full. After the interval, however, Cranwell 
struck rhythm and well-taken goals by Rump and 
Haddock provided a useful lead. The energetic 
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Henlow side, spurred on by a crowd of vociferous 
supporters, fought back but found themselves up 
against a defence that had gained confidence and was 
prepared to give nothing away. Not that the College 
were not occasionally thankful for Forder's sure 
handling and impeccable judgment. 

In the final quarter-hour Haddock scored a fourth 
goal, (his 50th in Cranwell colours incidentally), and 
in the closing minutes Nevison set the seal on a fine 
personal performance by heading a fifth from a cross 
from the right. 

This win put the team in better heart and in the 
following weeks two strong University sides were 
beaten at Cranwell. But in the Scunthorpe mud and 
mist the Grammar School avenged their early season 
defeat by taking advantage of inexplicable weakness 
in the College defence and scoring four goals to 
Cranwell's one. 

The Second XI fared no better in this unhappy 
term : three wins over local school sides and a draw 
against Sheffield University making up the entire 
credit side of their balance sheet. A partial explan- 
ation of this disappointing record must be the fact 
that with only five entries at Cranwell the shortage 
of regular players was felt. However, Blomley in 
goal, Reilly amongst the half-backs, and Dryland 
in the forward line gave consistently sound per- 
formances throughout the term. 

Looking at the season as a whole the fact that the 
playing record compares unfavourably with that of 
previous seasons should not be given too much 
weight. The standard of the opposition was certainly 
higher than in the past - professional clubs' sides 
were encountered for the first time, and the number 
of fixtures played by the First XI against school 
teams was very low. Moreover, at its best, the College 
side played some extremely polished football. 

Of the players from the Senior Entry, Collier gave 
good service as both captain and defender, whilst 
Nevison had an outstanding season. Haddock too 
gave consistently sound displays and he and Rump, 
who will (thank goodness) be with us for another 
term, were the team's most prolific scorers. Felwick 
was perhaps the most improved player and he will 
doubtless be a great asset to next season's team, as 
will Lawrence and P. A. Cooper who showed signs 
towards the close of the season of making a first- 
class pair of wingers. Forder, although not a First 
Xl player until after Christmas, showed in the Spring 
Term that he will be difficult to displace as goal- 
keeper. 

One cannot say what are the prospects for 1964-65, 
but there exists a cadre of players of proved worth 
which makes it possible to be fairly optimistic. 
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1-IOCKEY 
Generally the hockey has been a little disappoint- 

ing, for only on very few occasions was the full 
potential of the side realised. Against club sides 
we held our own, and only on one occasion 
did we really disgrace ourselves, and that was against 
Leicester University, whilst good wins were recorded 
against Queen Mary College London, Old Cran- 
wellians and University College, amongst others. 

In spite of a steady drizzle persisting for the second 
half of the afternoon, 18 teams enjoyed a highly 

However our real success came in the trip to 
Germany during the half-term break. Last year we 
had lost all three games but this year we managed 
to win one, draw one, and Jose one with goals for, 
and goals against being equal at four each. The story 
against the sister Colleges is a little different with a 
bad loss against B.R.N.C. Dartmouth who were 
very good, and a draw against Sandhurst. In this 
game the College produced its best hockey of the 
season. 

successful six-a-side tournament at Cranwell on 
6th October 1963. The College and the Cranwell 
Unit, and the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, 
each entered two teams. There was one from Flying 
Training Command, and the rest were local civilian 
clubs, universities and colleges. 

In group I, the victory of Wisbech over Lincoln 
Imps proved decisive, although they could only draw 
with the College 'A' team. Nottingham University, 
by winning all their games in group 2, were left with 
no serious rival for their semi-final place, though 
their victories over Nordics and Sandhurst ' B ' were 
by the narrowest of margins. 

In group 3, the R.A.F. Cranwell ' A ' team won 
all their games, but only the one against Brigg sug- 
gested any marked superiority. This was probably 
the most even of the groups. In the fourth group 
Sandhurst ' A' looked set for a place in the semi-final 
when scoring ten goals to nil in their first two games. 

Needing only to draw their last game, a goalkeeping 
error allowed Flying Training Command to snatch 
the victory in the last minute. 

Jn worsening light, the final rounds had to be 
played off without the intervals between, which the 
older players, at any rate, would have welcomed. 
Nottingham University were perhaps unfortunate 
in losing to R.A.F. Cranwell 'A' by a penalty 
corner in their goal-less semi-final. Wisbech only 
overcame Flying Training Command by one goal 
scored late in the game. 

The final produced excellent hockey, especially 
by the youthful Wisbech team, whose stopping and 
hitting was beautifully controlled and accurate. 
Though Cranwell ' A ' fought hard and well, the 
pace set by Wisbech was just too hot for them. 
Semi-finals: Wisbech I, Flying Training Command 
0 ; Notts. Univ. 0, Cranwell ' A ' 0 (Cranwell won 
by a penalty corner to nil). 
Final: Wisbech I, Cranwell 'A' 0. 
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The return to the Squash Team of Christy and 
Hughes-Lewis, both of whom played Rugby before 
Christmas, saved the team from an embarrassing 
position with two members recovering from skiing 
injuries, and two having passed out in 84 Entry. 

_,., Christy has been the most successful player, 
winning seven of his nine games, but the team only 
won one of the nine matches, against Sheffield Uni- 
versity. 

The game against Leicester Squash Club was one 
of the best of the term. Despite the result of 2-3 to 
Leicester it produced some good squash. 

Cancellations only left the second team two 
matches, against Nottingham and Sheffield Uni- 
versities. They played well to beat Sheffield 3-2 but 
lost to Nottingham 4-J. 

The first team, which remained virtually unaltered 
throughout the term, consisted of Christy, Gooding, 
Hughes-Lewis, Rizvi and Irfan. 

Of the eleven matches played three were cham- 
pionships and the team won four and lost four of 
the remainder. This term also saw the introduction of 
a second team and they had three matches, winning 
two and losing one which shows prospects for a 
much more active season for them in the future. 

The big match of the season was undoubtedly 
that against Henlow. They certainly surprised us 
when they arrived by immediately going for a training 
run round our course. This may well have proved 
their undoing for we soundly beat them by 29 points 
to 53. 

Other matches included the championships in 
London. Here the competition proved rather strong 
but the team proved itself not unworthy of it by 
achieving mid-way placings in the events. 

The team ran in seven races this term, two were 
championship races, two were against other Service 
Colleges, and the remaining matches were against 
local Universities and Colleges. 

A great disappointment in tbe term was the can- 
cellation of a fixture against Queen Mary College 
London, but in our other London fixture, the Uni- 
versity College Invitation Relay, the team did well 
to finish 20th out of 43 teams. 

We were yet again beaten by Sandhurst and 
Dartmouth, although the margin was less this year 
than it has been for some time, however, we have 
high hopes of victory against Henlow next term. 
A great boost to morale was our finishing second 
in the Spalding Championship race, certainly no 
mean feat. 

Of our remaining races, we won only one, against 
Carre's G.S., but the future looks bright. We have 
lost some excellent runners from 83 Entry, but 
have also gained some equally good ones from 
89 Entry. Next term we have a very full fixture list 
including four away matches in London, and we 
shall be running two teams for the first time. 

At the end of term we still keep all our runners, 
and Doyle and Smith were awarded colours. 

Despite several keen new-comers the 1st V, com- 
posed of Hughes, Pervez, Gooding, Allport and 
Rizvi remained the same throughout the term. Out 
of the eleven matches, four were won, and seven lost. 
The most notable wins were against Loughborough 
College and Nottingham S.R.C., and the most 
prominent losses to Dartmouth and Sandhurst. 

The Sandhurst match produced some good play 
on both sides, on our side notably by Pervez and 
Hughes, but the wider experience of the Sandhurst 
team won them the day with a score of 5-0. 

The 2nd V only played three matches, all of which 
were lost, but there are some useful players who 
with more practice should achieve 1st team standard 
soon. 

Weekly trips to Leicester Squash Club were made 
during the term for coaching. Three people went 
each week and the advice they received led to some 
good games towards the end of term. 

Hughes and Pervez were awarded thier colours at 
the end of term. 
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VC 10 low-pressure starter 

HS 748 variable speed generating system 

Westland Wessex 111 constant-speed generating system 

BAC One-Eleven solid-state invertor 

-~ THEY ALL RELY ON ROTAX SYSTEMS 
Virtually all British aircraft, and many foreign ones, rely on Rotax for 
complete systems or major components. Starting, generating, control, 
protection and actuating systems for aircraft and missiles. 

ENGLAND· AUSTRALIA· CANADA 
---~~ 
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Since only three members of the first team were 
available from the previous term the Spring Term was 
spent in rebuilding the team in preparation for next 
season rather than in active competition. 

The first six played four fixtures during this period 
of which two were won and two were lost. Un- 
fortunately it was found impossible to run a second 

six as had been done in the previous Term due to a 
shortage of available players. 

However, the outlook for next season is not as 
bleak as this might suggest since all of this term's 
first team will be available and there is no shortage 
of keen players ready to learn among the more 
junior entries. 

So far this season, the College team has not been 
very successful. This is due to the lack of match 
practice among the new members. 

The College was able to produce both a first and 
second team, and maximum possible use has been 
made of the electric foil and epee. Unfortunately, 
the very promising addition of an electric piste 

showed to be rather unsuccessful in the Sandhurst 
match, but this will be rectified in the near future. 

The two important matches against Dartmouth 
and Sandhurst were both lost by the College, but an 
exciting fight was put up against Sandhurst. 

Colours were awarded to R. Davies. 
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